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Introduction

He Spoke in Parables

I have always marveled at the way Jesus taught his disciples. Long before
psychology was even thought of, or the theories of teaching were born,
He knew how learning happens. He told parables or stories. We have
heard these stories for so long and so often that we cannot relate to how
difficult it was for the disciples to grasp and understand what He was
saying. These were stories with complicated meanings and were hard to
understand. They had not heard anything like this before, and the stories
left them struggling for insight.

Jesus would tell one of these stories and then just walk away, leaving
the group scratching their heads in wonder. “What did he mean by that?”
was the most common response. If; at a later time, the disciples wanted
to know what He meant they were expected to ask. If they asked He
would patiently explain, but He only explained after they had spent time
scratching their heads in wonder.

Real learning and growth demands those times of scratching heads
in wonder. The most valuable time of His teaching ministry was that
period between the telling of a story and the explanation, while they were
struggling for light within themselves.

This book tries to follow that same model. I hope to make state-
ments that create thinking and stir up feeling on your part. There will be
pauses and a place for your thoughts following each statement or story.
We might add a short thought, a poem or a Scripture to aid in your
thinking process, but the most valuable part of this book will be those
things you discover. If you write them, they become more deeply a part
of your experience and can be referred to again and again. I am certainly
not Jesus, but together we can apply His great teaching principle to your
pain.

Doug Manning
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If Faith is the Victory,
Is My Pain a Defeat?



‘ k 77:’% down the thoughts of the
moment. Those that come

unsought for are commonly the

most valuable
— Francis Bacon



Jesus Wept

One of the things people found most remarkable and, to some, the most
despicable about Jesus was his friendship with women. Responding to a
woman as an equal was unheard of in that day. It also made Him many
more enemies than friends. He did not hold mass rallies for women’s
rights. He just led by example and openly loved and respected each one
He met. Two such friends were Mary and Martha. He seemed to find
great peace in their presence and in their home.

Their brother, Lazarus, became ill and Jesus did not arrive until after

he had died. The sisters were in deep grief and anger over his death, and
even expressed some of that anger toward Jesus. “If you had come in time
our brother would not be dead” is a heavy load to place on a friend. Jesus
did not express any anger at this outburst. He seemed to accept anger as
a normal response to grief. His response to Mary and Martha is a picture
of God’s acceptance of our anger in times of sorrow; even our anger at
Him. They were angry and He loved them anyway.
Then he did a most unusual thing. He sat down and cried. That would
not be unusual if He was not Jesus, but that was who He was. That
would not be unusual if He did not know that He was going to resurrect
Lazarus in a very few moments, but that was what He was going to do.
In spite of all of that, Jesus wept (John 11:35 KJV).

We all know that He wept. The shortest verse in the Bible is “Jesus
wept.” We learned that so we would have a bible verse to quote when
asked by some Sunday school teacher. We use this verse as a means of
pulling a joke on the teacher, but in our jesting we miss the poignancy
of those two words. The fact that there are only two words adds to the
power of the moment. There is no need for any further explanation. He
cried. What else would you expect Him to do? Even though He knew all
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Thoughts For the Grieving Christian

about Heaven, even though He was going to raise Lazarus from the dead,

this did not save even the Son of God from a broken heart.

No matter how close He was to a resurrection, it still hurt to lose a friend.
If that was true of Jesus it must be even more so for us. We do not

know what He knew. We know of Heaven only as a future experience we

hope is true. We cannot perform resurrections, and have never seen one.

Maybe what those short two words mean is:

No matter how close to God we are,
loved ones still die.
No matter how much faith we have,
we will still grieve.
No matter how much Heaven means,
it is still lonely now.
No matter how close we are to the resurrection,
it still hurts when a loved one dies.

—_
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Jesus Wept

Sorrows are our best educators.
A person can see further through

a tear than a tellescope.
— Lord Byron
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