
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Fancy Pants  
By Kelly Hibbert and Amanda Graham   
 
The Outback Dance is drawing near and the animals are excited to show off their 
dazzling outfits. But poor Dingo has nothing to wear! With the help of his friends, 
and a little imagination, Dingo finds a fancy solution to his dilemma. 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Message for Parents | The best learning happens in nurturing relationships 

Encourage parents/carers that children are ready to learn when they feel loved, secure and supported.  
Some ideas to share with parents/carers are: 
• support children when they are upset, confused or feeling big emotions. All children need support to 

help understand their feelings, and encouragement to work out ways to manage these feelings 
• try hard to understand children’s communication—verbal and non-verbal—and respond 

appropriately 
• Provide their child with ongoing opportunities to talk about what they went through, that they love 

them, and it's OK for them to feel upset, angry, or scared 
• Find time every day to demonstrate to children that they are happy to see them, sharing a smile, 

hug or laugh with them. 
 
 
 
Australian Early Years Learning Framework | Outcome 3: Children have a strong sense of wellbeing 
We can help children become strong in their social and emotional well-being when 
• All language development and learning, social skills, and the start of self-regulation skills occurs in the 

context of close, positive relationships with others 
• As children grow and develop they continue to rely on secure, trusting and respectful relationships 

with you and other adults in their lives 
• We use a positive approach to guiding behavior, which builds children's confidence and self-esteem 
• We provide experiences that support Preschool aged children as they begin to develop friendships, to 

empathise with others, and to value teamwork to get things done 
  

	



	

	 2	

 

 

 
Welcome 

Ask carers to write nametags for themselves and their children. 
 
Welcome everyone, introduce yourself, remind adults to turn their mobile phones off and that there will 
be time for adults to chat after the story and songs. 
 

 
Welcome Song (or your preferred song) 
Have the words available as a handout or written on a board or butcher’s paper for the adults to read 
and join in.  
 
Good Morning 
Good morning to you 

Good morning to you 

Good morning everybody 

and welcome to you! 

 

Song  
Heads and Shoulders  

Heads and shoulders, knees and toes 
Knees and toes, knees and toes 
Heads and shoulders, knees and toes 
We all clap hands together! 
 
Eyes and ears and mouth and nose 
Mouth and nose, mouth and nose 
Eyes and ears and mouth and nose 
We all clap hands together! 
 

The basic song is simple and easy to remember, but you can mix things up as children begin to 
become bored with it. Singing it in reverse is a good option (Toes and knees and shoulders and 
heads!).  Or you can try omitting the names of the body parts as you go through second and 
subsequent body verses and just pointing to them instead. Another way to mix things up and keep 
kids engaged once they have mastered the song is to sing it to them pointing to the wrong body 
parts and let them catch you out making the mistake. They love the silliness of it and the chance 
to tell someone that they've got it wrong. 
 
 
Welcome everyone! – You are going to love today’s story, it is called FANCY PANTS! 
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Before Reading 
Talk with the children about what the word FANCY means. Ask who knows what it means? Listen 
to the children’s responses – they may talk about a time that they may have worn fancy clothes, 
or been to a fancy place.  You many even want to have a ‘fancy’ piece of clothing or decorative 
hat/bag to show them.   
Look at the front cover of the book together. What can they see? Introduce the title and ask who 
is wearing Fancy Pants in the picture.  You may also want to explain it’s about a dance for all the 
animals of the outback.   
 
Alternatively, if children are already familiar with the story, you could have a mystery story box 
filled with plastic Australian animals and birds, or soft toys/puppets, or even printouts of the 
Australian animals that are in the story.  
 
Sing the story box song (or say it aloud if not singing): 

What is hiding in my box, 
What is hiding in my box 
What could it be, 
What could it be, 
What is hiding in my box?  
Let’s see! 

Let each child reach in, one at a time, and select an animal.  If your group is too large then you can 
do this instead accompanied by making the appropriate animal noises.  As each animal is 
discovered and named, you could ask open-ended questions such as ‘What do you know about 
this animal?’ The discussion can continue while children are engaged. 
 
 
 
During Reading 
Every page of this story has beautiful illustrations and details that just beg to be discussed. They 
supplement and deepen the experience of the story. You may decide to go on a ‘picture walk’ through 
the whole book before or after reading the text.  Encourage children to talk about what they notice.   
 
Going back to talk about the written words will only enhance what has already been discussed. There 
are rhyming words that enrich the story, and a lot of new vocabulary that may not be known (e.g. roam, 
strut, rummaged, scritched, shriek, etc).  You may want to spend time acting out each of these 
movements, or talking about the type of movement or sound. 
 
 
 
After Reading  
The children will have been sitting for quite some time as there’s so much to chat about, so some 
movement will be required. Perhaps ask the children to show you how they might ‘roam, strut, 
rummage, scritch, shriek,’ etc. Physical activity helps the brain connect the new concept to action.  
 
There are other movement games like the ‘Hokey Pokey’ and ‘If you’re happy and you know it’ which 
also include singing. Music is a language, and children are oriented toward learning language. Music 
evokes movement, and children delight in and require physical activity for their development and 
growth. Music's melodic and rhythmic patterns provide exercise for the brain and help develop memory. 
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Song  
Hokey Pokey  
 

You put your right hand in, you put your right hand out, 
You put your right hand in, and you shake it all about, 
You do the hokey pokey 
and you turn yourself around 
That’s what it's all about! 
 
2) left hand  
3) right foot 
4) left foot 
5) head 
6) butt  
7) whole self 
 

If You’re Happy and You Know It 

If You’re Happy and You Know It 
If you're happy and you know it clap your hands 
If you're happy and you know it clap your hands 
If you're happy and you know it and you really want to show it 
If you're happy and you know it clap your hands 
 
If you're happy and you know it stamp your feet 
If you're happy and you know it stamp your feet 
If you're happy and you know it and you really want to show it 
If you're happy and you know it stamp your feet 
 
This song is a great mood lifter. To mix things up, try including other actions – substitute ‘touch your 
knee’ or ‘twirl around’ for some quieter verses, or keep the energy up with instructions like ‘shout 
hooray’. Encourage the children to use their imagination and creativity to come up with other 
suggestions for the song. After reading the story Fancy Pants, there’s bound to be a verse about 
dancing! 
 
 
 
 
Extension Ideas  
 

• Change the words to ‘5 Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed’ to the animals found in ‘Fancy Pants’   
https://bussongs.com/songs/5-little-monkeys-jumping-on-the-bed Example 2 

• Print off some A4 paper with outlines of the animals for families to take home to either 
colour or use collage material (they don’t need fabric, they can use natural materials 
collected from a park or garden). 
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Activity 
Group Collage 
 
Collage (or the assembly of different materials) nurtures children’s natural desire to explore the 
world through their sense of touch. It also allows a certain level of flexibility. Collage, in its 
simplest form, is the gluing of materials to a flat surface. Children can make decisions about which 
materials to use and can then manipulate these shapes of various textures, forms and colour until 
they are satisfied with their arrangement. Young children can use glue, coloured masking tape, 
stickers, or contact paper to stick their different materials together.  
 
What you will need: 
• Large pieces of strong paper with dark texta outlines, or printouts of Australian animals 
• A range of materials and fabrics cut into smaller pieces 
• Glue in pots with brushes 
• Scissors 
 

 
https://www.playfullearning.net/resource/introducing-collage-young-children/ 
 
What to do: 

1. Put the materials on different tables so that small groups of children and parents / 
carers can work together on an outfit for each of the animals. 

2. Encourage chatting and negotiation of where to put the materials in order to make 
new clothing for each animal. For younger children just beginning to work with collage, 
it is important to let go of any expectation. Let them feel and manipulate the textures 
in their hands. They need time to do this.  

3. Display the finished products on the wall once they have dried, with labels or 
descriptions that the children come up with while talking about the animals and their 
outfits. 
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STEM Focus  
Asking questions and seeking answers, as well as predicting what might happen in various situations 
is an important scientific skill. When young children are explaining, labelling and verbalising ideas 
they are using abilities that are used in both technology and engineering. 
Collecting and using materials of different textures, colours and patterns in collage activities may 
help children to become the kind of adults who respond sensitively to their surroundings. Through 
collage activities, children can become more observant and look closer and notice texture and form 
out in the world. 
 
 
 
Goodbye 

Conclude the session with some suggestions of books that parents might want to share with their 
children. The Little Big Book Club suggests the following books to support learning in this area. If your 
library has copies, make them available for families to borrow or include them in your story time sesion. 
 
For more stories to share, we recommend the following titles: 

• See Me Move by Sascha Hutchinson  
• The New Jumper by Oliver Jeffers  
• The Wonky Donkey by Craig Smith and Illustrated by Katz Cowley   

 
An Activity Time for this book is avaliable to download for FREE from our website. This is a great 
resource to share with families, you are welcome to print and distribute as necessary. 
 
 
 
Goodbye Song  

Depending on the size of your group, you may wish to insert each child’s name in the place of ‘you’ as it 
develops a more personal relationship between yourself, the child and the family. 
 
Sung to the tune of (Here We Go Round the Mulberry Bush) or your preferred choice. 
 
Goodbye 
This is the way we say goodbye (use a waving action) Say goodbye, say goodbye  

This is the way we say goodbye 

To all our library friends (or) (to our friend……)! 

 


