
Fabric, Wallpaper  
& Passementerie



THE FIRM BEGINS

“From the outset, Watts’ establishment was 
both fashionable and rebellious”

Ayla Lepine ‘On the Founding of Watts & Co. 1874’ 
BRANCH: Britain, Representation and Nineteenth Century History

Church of St Mary the Virgin, Burghfi eld, Berkshire. Chancel added in 1892, designed by Bodley and Garner. Detail of 
altar, typically showing Bodley’s tertiary-palette colour scheme. Altar frontal in ‘Pine’ fabric with embroidered fl eur-de-
lys and behind stained glass windows by Burlison and Grylls    
All images ©Watts of Westminster unless otherwise stated.
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A UNIQUE ENGLISH COMPANY

Established in 1874 by three architects George Frederick Bodley, Thomas 

Garner and George Gilbert Scott, Watts & Co is one of the few grand 

decorating houses that has survived from the late nineteenth century.  

Bodley, Garner and Scott the Younger travelled, gazed, remembered and were inspired by what 

they saw in paintings, architecture and historic decoration all over Europe.  They fixed their 

impressions in what is now such an important archive of period design.  Bodley, in particular, 

kept a small book in which he noted patterns seen in 15th and 16th century paintings.  Pugin’s 

almost manic profusion of design from encaustic tiles to intricate wallpapers shows the strong 

influence of Medieval Ornament from church architecture and furnishings all over Europe.  

Pugin died in 1852 after a short but amazingly prolific life, but he remains a key figure in the 

history of Watts.  Watts has always been a family firm.  Marie-Séverine de Caraman Chimay is 

the fifth generation of the Scott family to join the company.

London Showroom: Design Centre Chelsea Harbour   +44 (0) 20 7376 4486   watts1874.co.uk

PHOTOGRAPHY: Christopher Horwood 
 

Location courtesy of Wolterton Hall, Broughton Hall, Kirtlington Park and Mynde Park.  
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The Watts showroom is located in central London at  

the Design Centre Chelsea Harbour

+44 (0) 20 7376 4486   watts1874.co.uk

WA L L PA P E R

TA B L E A U X  S C É N I Q U E ST E X T I L E S

PA S S E M E N T E R I E

London Showroom: Design Centre Chelsea Harbour   
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Working with the Watts Studio your 

originality can be realised. 

When you own Watts, you own 

something that is the antithesis of 

today’s ephemeral society, something 

that will grow rather than diminish 

over time, a statement firmly against 

compromise. 

The facility to create “custom” in an 

acceptable and affordable frame adds 

to the versatility of the product and 

continues a tradition enshrined within 

our history. 

STUDIO AT WATTS
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FABRIC
Swathes of glorious silk damask, the richest brocatelles,  

velvets and chunky chenilles inspire and excite:

Pattern historically, is global – people have always 

travelled.  Watts with the residue of over a hundred years of 

decoration at the highest level has a powerful archive of textiles. 

London Showroom: Design Centre Chelsea Harbour   +44 (0) 20 7376 4486   watts1874.co.uk

Pemberley Ming Jade  

Brocatelle
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Our Philosophy 

Drawing from the past to inspire the present, we place artistry at the heart of everything we do. From the very origins of the 

company, our products were designed as integral parts of buildings of immense beauty. Building on these foundations, the 

context of each project, the unique character of a space and a refusal to compromise on quality remain fundamental to our 

thinking. 11
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Editors of fine Textiles our Archive is the golden thread that weaves through everything we do.  

Silk Brocatelle



Haddon Asquith Cream  Silk Lampas

Broughton Hall Bow Bedroom
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Walzin Chinoiserie Emily Rose  LinenWallpaper  Sunflower Florence Pink



19Gabo Rodchenko Saffron Épinglé  Velvet Cleopatra Luxor Jacquard  Lampas
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Cardaillac Cinnabar  Linen Campanula Amethyst Mink  Cut Velvet
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Broughton Hall, the Captain’s Bedroom

Catherine Rust Terracotta  Silk Brocatelle

 

Passementerie  

Cobbe Rosette  

Diced Gimp Braid  

Cobbe Fine Bullion, Leaf and Bead
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Bedcover  Dragons Bamboo Lace  Lampas  

Bedcover  Tassel Fringe  Mezin Scroll and Tassel 

Drapery  Ravenna Venetian Red  Silk Brocatelle

Fringe  Sherlock Knotted Trellis Truffe and Tassel

Cannaregio Venetian Gold  Silk Lampas
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Versailles Rose Gold  Cut Velvet

Passementerie  Skipton Rosette and Tieback

Brougton Hall Drawing Room
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Aurea Indienne Rose Madder

Printed Linen
Castle Howard  East Wing Corridor with Kempe decorated vaulted ceilings

Illustrated as floor runner

Wallpaper  Aurea Indienne Coral Linen

Substrate  Paperbacked Linen

Castle Howard  East Wing  Lake Sitting Room

Wall Upholstery  Cassius Amber Gold  Silk Brocatelle

Fauteuil Upholstery  Versailles Emerald Cut Velvet
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Castle Howard East Wing Corridor with Kempe vaulted ceilings

Upholstery Garden House Chintz Carmine

Printed Cotton

Castle Howard   Admiral’s Bedroom 

Howard Indienne Victoria  Linen 

This exuberant Tree of Life linen was chosen by 

interior designer Remy Renzullo for both window 

and bed drapery in the Admiral’s Bedroom.   

The centre piece is a soaring 18th century ‘lit 

à la polonaise’.  The drapery is topped with an 

elaborate crown-like dome, which is connected 

to the four corner poles of the bed frame which 

are usually curved.

Passementerie 

Admiral Tieback, Admiral Triple Twist Bullion, 

leading edge to drapery  San Remo Tassel Fringe 
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Castle Howard  Archbishop’s Bedroom

Wallpaper  Goose Blue

Documented entry showing as “27 pieces blue stork paper’ purchased from Maple 

& Co. in 1884 for a total cost of £14-3-6.  The paper is listed in situ in the Goose 

Room and Archbishop’s bedroom in the 1905 Furnishing Book. The paper is made 

up of individual panels 70cm x 59cm. One roll wrapped around a bamboo stick 

fixed to the end of the roll, presumably part of the original packaging.



3534Isla Ann Boleyn Rose  Cut Velvet



37Hesketh Cricket Green Épinglé  Velvet

Lancelot Leaves Galahad Green  Velvet



Walpole Bach Blue  Cut Velvet

Belton Hondecoeter Salmon Prussian Blue  Épinglé 

Velvet

Drapery  Hampstead Verdure  Jacquard Weave

Conker Single Tassel Tieback with Barrel
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Wallpaper  Sunflower Picnic Spot

Tableaux Scéniques  Jardin d’Ussé Dormant Frima  Linen
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Tableaux Scéniques  Wolterton Delamere  Linen Tableaux Scéniques  Aristoloche Jade Garden  Velvet



4544Tableaux Scéniques  Daphnis and Chloe Chagall Juniper  Linen

Tableaux Scéniques  Daphnis and Chloe Chagall Juniper  Linen
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Cardaillac Black Rhapsody  Linen   

Cushion Fabric  Hampstead Verdure Jacquard Weave

Cushion Fringe  Nelson Tassel 



Wallpaper  Maybeck Caroline Blue

WALLPAPERWallpaper

Wallpaper, every printing is considered a new commission.  

The opportunity is there from the beginning to create any 

pattern in your own colour.

London Showroom: Design Centre Chelsea Harbour   +44 (0) 20 7376 4486   watts1874.co.uk
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Wallpaper  Damask Lemon

Wallpaper  Griffin Blue Cinnamon

Bedcover  Carlton Cointreau  Cut Velvet



5352 Wallpaper  Sunflower Ottolenghi Spice

Wallpaper  Bodley Matisse Jazz



5554 Wallpaper  Sunflower PeriwinkleWallpaper  Bodley Pink Gin
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Wallpaper        

Yamadori   Chinoiserie  Cio Cio San

Wallpaper  Ussé Chinoiserie Aperol
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Chinoiserie

The Golden Age Continues

The late 18th century was the golden age of chinoiserie  

wall coverings, these hand-painted Chinese wallpapers 

sparked a fashion that has lasted to the present day.  

There was a playfulness and informality to the style that 

made chinoiserie a universally popular choice.  Watts 

offers two beautiful designs, the Walzin and Ussé.

London Showroom: Design Centre Chelsea Harbour   +44 (0) 20 7376 4486   watts1874.co.uk
Wallpaper Walzin Chinoiserie Fleur Fresco 
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Wallpaper  Ussé Chinoiserie Yuzu

Wallpaper  Ussé Chinoiserie Coconut Summer
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Wallpaper  Pear Linen Grey  Paper Backed Linen 

Wolterton Hall

Wallpaper  Pear Gesuiti Marble
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Wallpaper  Osborne Dewchurch Burgundy

Wallpaper  Venetian Norfolk Green



Fabric  Cardaillac Anjou Rouge  Linen 

Wallpaper  Damask Library GreenWallpaper  Bentinck Damson



68 69

‘Watts has quite the most beautiful papers’ 

Sir John Betjeman (1906-1984) 

HAND BLOCKED 
WALLPAPER

While technology may have revolutionised the print 

industry, there is no question that wallpaper made by block 

printing remains the superior decorative art form.  No other 

process can create the tactility and simplistic beauty of a 

block print on paper.

At Watts we are looking to both the past and the future in creating 

hand blocked wallpapers that look back as traditional craftsmanship but 

forward to ecological impact and sustainability.

Watts library of authentic nineteenth century wallpaper pattern is there 

for you to choose your design to be coloured as you wish and to be 

hand block printed.

Restoration and Reconstruction  
In the interest of conservation Watts will undertake to originate any 

design from fragments or a photograph. 
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Wallpapers have always formed the backbone of the  

company’s output.  Our wallpaper collection reflects the 

company’s extensive archive of design with its influences 

from Europe and beyond.  The original wooden blocks 

hand carved out of pear wood are rare items of great 

beauty and genuine historical importance.  Made over 

one hundred years ago  the blocks have been retrieved 

from storage and been used as the definitive art source to 

create new document files for present day printing.
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Tableaux Scéniques

Tableaux Scéniques rewrite the rules for historical 

wallcoverings.  Taking antique woven tapestries, we use the 

most sophisticated digital photomosaic photography to gently 

transcribe centuries-old designs into exquisite, digitally printed 

panoramic textiles and papers, suitable for upholstery, drapery 

and wallcovering. 

Persuading rich, historical narratives to talk again, Watts 

Tableaux Scéniques propel the subtleties of these age-worn 

designs into the 21st century.

London Showroom: Design Centre Chelsea Harbour   +44 (0) 20 7376 4486   watts1874.co.uk

Wolterton Hall, the Boudoir, the original Antwerp 

tapestry wall hanging is the inspiration for Watts 

Tableaux Scéniques Wolterton Verdure
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Tableaux Scéniques  Wallpaper  Daphnis and Chloe Hellenic Isle



78 79Tableaux Scéniques  Wallpaper  Jardin d’Usse Dormant Frima
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Tableaux Scéniques  Wallpaper  Wolterton Verdure

Glenmore Grasscloth

Tableaux Scéniques  Wallpaper   Wolterton Verdure Glenmore Grasscloth
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Tableaux Scéniques  Wallpaper  Wolterton Verdure

Glenmore Grasscloth
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Tableaux Scéniques  Wallpaper  Daphnis and Chloe Hellenic Isle

Wallpaper  Old English Hall Green

Tableaux Scéniques  Wallpaper  Teniers Limestone Turquoise  
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PASSEMENTERIE

London Showroom: Design Centre Chelsea Harbour   +44 (0) 20 7376 4486   watts1874.co.uk

Passementerie

Watts has always been involved in trimmings, ever since its 1874 

genesis, whether to adorn copes or curtains.   

Almost since time began Passementerie has been the final embellishment 

of the home as well as of the person, and we have always striven to find and 

use the very best.  In recent years however, certainly in the post world war 

period, production of handmade passementerie has withered in the face of 

soaring labour costs and increased mechanization.  Since the 1950s, in France 

alone, over 200 passementerie producers have closed their doors forever, and 

precious skills have disappeared.

So imagine my astonishment and delight when, some twenty years ago, I 

walked into the time machine that is Sevinch’s workshop.  The technological 

revolution that was initiated by Monsieur Jacquard has been kept at bay on 

the fringes of the Egyptian desert.  In this time machine the ancient traditions 

of handmaking are alive and flourishing, producing the most complex, the 

most outrageously intricate and opulent passementerie seen since the days of 

Versailles. 

Since that day the collaboration between Watts and Sevinch has flourished, 

with cross-fertilisation of design and colour.  The marriage of Sevinch’s 

passementerie with the extravaganza of Watts fabrics is complete, and I look 

forward to a great many more years of creative vigour within this alliance.  
 

Fiona Flint - WATTS CREATIVE DIRECTOR



Cyrano Bullion Flower Bead and Truffe

Left to right: Monteverdi Tassel Tieback

Vezere Tassel Tieback

Cyrano Tassel Tieback
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Mantegna Bullion, Liffey Braid Flower and Bow jasmine

Mantegna Tieback

Rocaille Double Tassel Tieback
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Butterfly Florida Double Tassel Tieback

Sargasso Bullion



9594 Triermore Hand Knotted Trellis Tassel Fringe



97Broughton Hall Dining Room

Broughton Pelmet Bullion Triple Twist depth 17 inches

Drapery  Marinella Chippendale Green  Silk Brocatelle
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WATTS 1874 PRESENTS “THE BODLEY PAPERS” A digital 

revitalization of early papers designed circa 1870 by Watts 

founder, the architect G.F. Bodley 

 This collection, “The Bodley Papers,” pays homage to four original nineteenth century 

Watts designs, the Pear, Sunflower, Bodley, and Bird, drawn by George Frederick Bodley 

(1827–1907)

The Bodley Papers

Wolterton HallDESIGN: Conker Design  -  conkerdesign.co.uk
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Marinella Dumfries Yellow  Silk Brocatelle 


