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U S I N G  G R A S S  O R  O T H E R  V E G E T A T I O N  F O R  I N F I L L

With proper installation, infill material and anchoring (as needed), geocell is designed to reinforce and add

structure to material to reduce erosion and runoff in base and sloped applications. It is recommended to

consult with a local landscaper or contractor for site-specific recommendations, as each project is unique. 

The cells of RutGuard™ Geocell are able to be filled with a mixture of gravel and soil/sod in order to support

vegetation for green parking areas, slopes, driveways, emergency vehicle lanes, and more. Establishing

vegetation within the cells actually contributes to strengthening the overall system. As the vegetation grows,

it provides stability as the roots grow down through the perforated cells, holding the infill material in place.

P R E P A R A T I O N  T I P S

I N F I L L  R A T I O

E S T A B L I S H I N G  V E G E T A T I O N

It is recommended to install a layer of geotextile fabric on top of the prepared subgrade in order to create a

separation layer between the geocell and subgrade. The prepared sub-base area should be free of existing

ruts, excavated out, and graded as needed and per specific site conditions.

For vegetative fill, it is recommended to mix a gravel/crushed aggregate in with the topsoil before filling the

cells in order to create stability within the cells, especially until vegetation in established. This mixture will

provide vegetation growth, while providing structural support, which is crucial, especially until vegetation is

established. 

The recommended ratio would be 75% aggregate to 25% topsoil. Recommended aggregate size should be

3/8"-1", a crushed, angular rock. The pulverized topsoil portion should account for 25% of the mixture. Clays,

silts, and organic materials are typically not recommended for this application. Once the infill is placed, overfill

by 1-2" and compact the top surface. 

Something to be considered is that topsoil if not fully vegetated will wash away after rain. Once vegetation is

established, the concern for erosion of the topsoil reduces. You will need to make sure that your topsoil stays

inside the system long enough for the vegetation to establish. There are other complementary products on the

market that can be placed on top of the geocell to ensure that the soil stays inside the cells. An example of

this would be a turf reinforcement mat. 

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS TO CONSIDER WHEN VEGETATING INFILL MATERIAL:


