
 

Jacksonville non-profit Rethreaded shifts focus to make medical 
masks for healthcare professionals battling COVID-19  
Rethreaded is creating 1,300 masks for Baptist Health. 
 
Jacksonville, Florida, April 16, 2020 – During the economic shift caused by COVID-19, 
local nonprofit Rethreaded has rearranged its production warehouse to focus on making 
masks for healthcare professionals using N99 filter material, rather than creating the 
clothing, jewelry and accessories that it normally sells. Baptist Health donated N99 fabric 
and six local credit unions are providing financial support so that Rethreaded can produce 
1,300 masks for Baptist specifically. Rethreaded has also created masks for Ascension St. 
Vincent’s. The nonprofit is a social enterprise that employs survivors of human trafficking, 
giving them a second chance at life. 
 
"We are proud to provide safe and protective medical masks for the men and women serving 
on the front lines,” said Kristin Keen, Founder and CEO of Rethreaded. “I hope they 
experience the tangible hope that these masks represent. This partnership highlights that 
when we take care of each other as a community, we can overcome anything.”  
 
Rethreaded's mission is to renew hope, reignite dreams and release potential for survivors of 
human trafficking locally and globally through business. This message of hope is especially 
meaningful in the midst of a global pandemic.  
 
“The collaboration with Rethreaded is a meaningful example of how the Jacksonville 
community is literally woven together in innovative ways to care for each other,” said Brett 
McClung, President and CEO of Baptist Health. “Rethreaded’s talented team, who have 
already overcome the nightmare of human trafficking, are sharing their hope with our team 
members, and hope is contagious.” 
 
Thanks to the generosity of Alive Credit Union, Jacksonville Federal Credit Union, 121 
Financial Credit Union, City and Police Credit Union, Coastline Federal Credit Union, First 
Florida Credit Union, Metro North Federal Credit Union, Vystar Credit Union and 
Jacksonville Firemen's Credit Union, Rethreaded can continue making masks for Ascension 
St. Vincent’s and Baptist Health Jacksonville, as long as they are needed.  
”We want to be here for our community in any way we can during this time,” said the North 
East Florida Credit Unions in a joint statement. “It’s an honor to serve our healthcare 
workers and nonprofit employees who are doing so much good for our friends, families and 
neighbors.” 
 
Rethreaded is following strict guidelines to ensure that each mask is safe and sanitary before 
it goes to hospital caregivers. The organization is thankful to everyone working on the 
frontlines during this pandemic.  
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### 

About Baptist Health 
Baptist Health is a faith-based, mission-driven system in Northeast Florida comprised of Baptist 
Medical Center Jacksonville; Baptist Medical Center Beaches; Baptist Medical Center Nassau; Baptist 
Medical Center South; Baptist Clay Medical Campus and Wolfson Children’s Hospital – the 
region’s only children’s hospital.  All Baptist Health hospitals, along with Baptist Home Health Care, 
have achieved Magnet™ status for excellence in patient care. Baptist Health is part of Coastal 
Community Health, a highly integrated regional hospital network focused on significant initiatives 
designed to enhance the quality and value of care provided to our contiguous communities. Baptist 
Health has the area’s only dedicated heart hospital; orthopedic institute; women’s services; 
neurological institute, including comprehensive neurosurgical services, a comprehensive stroke center 
and two primary stroke centers; a Bariatric Center of Excellence; a full range of psychology and 
psychiatry services; urgent care services; and primary and specialty care physicians’ offices 

http://www.wolfsonchildrens.org/Pages/default.aspx


throughout Northeast Florida. The Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center is a regional destination for 
multidisciplinary cancer care which is clinically integrated with the MD Anderson Cancer Center, the 
internationally renowned cancer treatment and research institution in Houston. For more details, visit 
baptistjax.com.  

 

http://www.baptistjax.com/

