
Purpose Gallery are proud to announce
a new Robin Slow solo exhibition:

Whakakite Raraku
An exhibition of ‘scratched’ works



E Rangi e
Korowaitia mai mātou ki runga

E Papa e
Takamiria mai mātou ki raro

E Tāne e
Arahina mai mātou ki roto i tōu wao

Nāu i whakawehe
Nāu i korowaitia

Nāu te hauora i tākoha mai
Whakahoi a mātou tāringa ki ngā reo o ngā manu

Huakina a mātou ngākau ki ngā tohu
kei runga, kei raro,
Kei roto, Kei waho

Haumi ē, hui ē,
Tāiki ē!

Inu koe ki hea?
Inu au ki te waiora o Waikoropupū e 

Kei hea tō whare? 
Kei raro i te korowai o te kaitiaki Huriawa e

No hea tō mahi?
Nō ngā ringa o aku tūpuna e 

Ko wai rātou?
Ko ngā iwi o te kōhanga o te pipiwharauroa......a!

From where did you drink?
I drank from the life-giving sacred waters of Waikoropupū.

Where is your house? 
It is underneath the protective korowai of the guardian Huriawa.

Where does your work come from?
It comes from the hands of my ancestors.

Who are they?
They are the people of the nest of the Pipiwharauroa.

(Waiata -Holly Taiko-Weir)

Drive Ipsum
Jane Doe

Artwork fragment: E kore te kawau e neke I tōna tumu tū (page xx)



These works are the application of scraping back to reveal 
and bring forward the light. The black, white, and red with the 
application of gold symbolic in their own way to tell the stories that 
are relatable to the past and the present. They are quiet works in 
the sense they require contemplation and viewing slowly to allow 
the different aspects and the relationships to each other to reveal 
themselves. This is the manner they were worked.

In our traditional nga toi, artwork has its own ‘purakau’ or stories 
attached to them. The colours, forms, and materials as well as 
the motifs used, enhances these purakau. They act as markers to 
the past and present that we face brought together so our backs 
are towards the future, the unknown. The purakau are pointers, 
markers that direct our thinking and thoughts on any given 
situation. We have been gifted these as well as the forms by our 
tipuna (ancestors), known or unknown.

The stories are of the whenua (land)  
where we stand together,  
of the manu (birds)  
(who were the first inhabitants/iwi here), the 
plants, insects, rocks and all other aspects.  
Through our whakakpapa going back to 
Papatuanuku and Ranginui  
everything is related, we are  
all part of the whole and connected.

About this collection

Artwork fragment: Moemoeā (page xx)



TŪRANGAWAEWAE 
THE PLACE TO STAND

From the parents, of Te Whanau o Marama, 
Tangotango and Wainui the light of Te Ao Marama 
(of this world) shines between the primal parents 
Papatuanuku and Ranginui and in the pare form 
stands Tane, who was one of the brothers that 
separated earth from sky. The manaia figures push 
against the walls as time past to the future. Below is 
our maunga (mountain) that we have a relationship 
with. Underneath is Hine-nui-te Po holding the ruru.

She is the guardian of those who have passed over. 
Along the sides of the space stand the six other 
brothers that were involved in the separation.  
The tui kaitiaki (guardian) of the esoteric knowledge 
calls and above the rangatira kawau stands guard.
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51 x 60cm Scraperboard, Gold leaf, Acrylic
CLICK HERE 
FOR MORE

INFORMATION



Kaitiaki of the knowledge, the speaker 
and the waiata creator.

THE TUI11

12
Onetahua (Farewell Spit)  

The place where Maui dragged his fish hook 
to create the heaped up sands.  

The place where the whales beach themselves 
and a place for the sea birds.

ONETAHUA

20 x 15 cm Scraperboard, Acrylic
CLICK HERE 
FOR MORE

INFORMATION

20 x 15 cm Scraperboard, Acrylic
CLICK HERE 
FOR MORE

INFORMATION


