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When investing in custom drapery, it's essential to understand the potential changes and 
durability over time. Here are the expectations you should consider: 
 
Shrinking and Stretching: 
Your custom drapery may experience slight shrinking or stretching, typically up to 1%, due to 
variations in humidity or temperature changes. This is a natural occurrence and should be 
anticipated.  To mitigate this, ensure your drapery is properly measured and installed, allowing 
for some flexibility in its dimensions. 
 
Fading and Discoloration: 
Exposure to sunlight over time can cause fading and discoloration of the fabric. This is especially 
true for drapery installed in rooms with large windows or prolonged exposure to direct sunlight.  
Consider installing roller or cellular shades to reduce sunlight exposure and prolong the vibrancy 
of your drapery.  Regularly repositioning your drapery can also help distribute sunlight exposure 
more evenly and minimize fading in specific areas. 
 
Expected Lifespan: 
The expected lifespan of custom drapery can vary depending on factors such as fabric quality, 
maintenance, and environmental conditions.  On average, well-maintained custom drapery can 
last anywhere from 5 to 10 years.  Proper care, including periodic cleaning according to fabric 
recommendations and gentle handling during operation, can extend the lifespan of your 
drapery. 
 
Keep in mind that heavier fabrics or intricate designs may require more maintenance and could 
have a slightly shorter lifespan compared to lighter, simpler fabrics. 
 
In summary, while custom drapery enhances the aesthetic appeal of your space, it's important 
to understand and anticipate potential changes such as shrinking, stretching, fading, and 
discoloration over time. By selecting high-quality fabrics, implementing proper care and 
maintenance routines, and taking preventive measures against sunlight exposure, you can 
maximize the lifespan and enjoyment of your custom drapery. 
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Cleaning custom drapery or curtains requires a delicate touch to preserve their fabric and 
construction. Here are recommended cleaning instructions: 
 
Regular Vacuuming: 
Begin by vacuuming the drapery or curtains regularly using a soft brush attachment. This helps 
remove dust, pet hair, and other debris that may accumulate on the fabric's surface. 
Vacuum both sides of the drapery or curtain, paying attention to the folds and pleats where 
dust tends to accumulate. 
 
Spot Cleaning: 
For spot cleaning, prepare a solution of mild detergent or liquid soap and lukewarm water. 
Test the solution on a small, inconspicuous area of the drapery first to ensure it doesn't cause 
any damage or discoloration. 
If the test is successful, dampen a clean, white cloth or sponge with the solution and gently blot 
the stained area. Avoid rubbing vigorously as this can damage the fabric fibers. 
Continue blotting until the stain lifts. If necessary, you can repeat the process with a fresh 
solution. 
 
Rinsing: 
After spot cleaning, rinse the area with clean water to remove any soap residue. Again, use a 
clean cloth or sponge dampened with water to gently blot the area. 
 
Drying: 
Allow the drapery or curtains to air dry naturally. Avoid using a dryer or applying direct heat as 
this can cause shrinkage or damage to the fabric. 
To prevent water spots, gently reshape the drapery or curtains while they are still damp and 
hang them back in place to dry. 
 
Professional Cleaning: 
For heavily soiled or delicate fabrics, consider professional cleaning services. They have the 
expertise and equipment to clean custom drapery or curtains safely without risking damage. 
 
Preventive Measures: 
To minimize the need for frequent cleaning, consider implementing preventive measures such 
as using sheer curtains or blinds to protect the drapery from direct sunlight and dust. 
Regularly dusting the surrounding areas and keeping windows and doors closed during high 
pollen seasons can also help reduce dust accumulation on the drapery. 
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By following these recommended cleaning instructions, you can keep your custom drapery or 
curtains looking fresh and clean for years to come. 


