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This condenser is a replacement for the stock condenser in any Vanagon equipped with A/C from the 
factory. This condenser kit will work with any stock A/C system, but direct fitment cannot be guaranteed 
on aftermarket system installations. We highly recommended that this condenser be installed by a 
qualified technician. These instructions cover the installation of the condenser ONLY —they do not cover 
proper A/C evacuation, recharging, or diagnosing procedures. 
 

INSTALLATIONINSTALLATIONINSTALLATIONINSTALLATION    
 

Removing the Stock CondenserRemoving the Stock CondenserRemoving the Stock CondenserRemoving the Stock Condenser    
1) Remove the upper and lower grilles, the spare tire clam shell, and its support bars completely.  
2) Disconnect the AC lines from the condenser and the radiator hoses from the radiator. 
3) Remove the radiator and unbolt the stock condenser. 
4) Remove the radiator baffles. 
ShadeShadeShadeShade----tree Shortcut:tree Shortcut:tree Shortcut:tree Shortcut: It is possible to remove the condenser without dropping the radiator. On early-
model vans (up through mid-‘86) the condenser is fastened to the body of the vehicle. The radiator 
supports do need to be removed, so the radiator needs to be supported by other means during condenser 
removal. On later-model vans (some ’86 and ’87-’91) the condenser is fastened to the radiator itself via 
two tabs that fit into slots at the bottom of the radiator. Using a cut-off wheel on a die grinder, you can 
cut these tabs off so the bottom of the condenser is free. Alternatively, you can cut the lip of the radiator 
so that the tabs will come free. You can then drop the radiator down a few inches to access the screws 
that fasten the top of the condenser to the radiator (these can be cut also, if the screws are frozen). 
Obviously, there is an inherent danger to this process —proceed at your own risk and recognize that we 
strongly recommend going about this the right way. Your cooling system could use a flush anyway, right? 
    

InstallInstallInstallInstalling the ing the ing the ing the NewNewNewNew    CondenserCondenserCondenserCondenser    
5) Orient the condenser so that the large #8 fitting is at the top left-hand side of the vehicle. Using two 

5mm bolts (one per bracket), attach the condenser brackets to the condenser such that the brackets 
angle inward, downward, and outward. The side of the bracket with two holes should be attached to 
the condenser. NOTE: This is just a trial fitting to get the condenser inNOTE: This is just a trial fitting to get the condenser inNOTE: This is just a trial fitting to get the condenser inNOTE: This is just a trial fitting to get the condenser into place;to place;to place;to place;    final adjustments final adjustments final adjustments final adjustments 
to theto theto theto the    positioningpositioningpositioningpositioning    will be made once twill be made once twill be made once twill be made once the radiator is back in place.he radiator is back in place.he radiator is back in place.he radiator is back in place. The top hole of the bracket 
and the 4th hole down on the left and 7th hole down on the right are good places to start. 

 

6) Now you can lift the condenser into place and hook the brackets over the lip of the grill opening. 
NOTE: If the Shade-tree Shortcut was used and the radiator is still in place, you will not have enough 
room to lift the condenser into place with the brackets attached. The brackets will need to be attached 
after the condenser is lifted into place. 

RIGHT  LEFT 
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7) Once the condenser is hanging in place, replace the radiator and secure it back into position.  
8) The lower edge of the condenser will be fastened to the vertical tubes visible through the lower grill 

opening using the provided adel clamps (see photo below). 
 

9) With the adel clamps in place on the tubes (the mounting 
surface should be facing inward and toward the 
condenser) it is easy to determine which of the holes along 
the lower edge of the condenser will line up with the adel 
clamps.  

 

10) Drill these holes to 13/64” or 7/32” to accommodate the 
5mm bolts. The condenser does not need to be removed; 
simply lift it up and drill through the lower grill opening. 

 

11) Loosely fasten the condenser to the adel clamps with the 
spacers, bolts and nuts. 

 

12) Figure out the best positioning of the condenser by 
adjusting the upper and lower attachment points. 

 

13) Once the general positioning of the condenser is settled, attach the upper brackets to the van with the 
self-drilling screws provided. Marking with a punch and drilling a small pilot hole is recommended. 

 

Hooking Up the HosesHooking Up the HosesHooking Up the HosesHooking Up the Hoses    
• Early-model vans with the condenser attached to the body of the vehicle: The stock hoses can be 

reused as the attachment locations are in the same place.  
• Later-model vans with the condenser attached to the radiator will need to use the adaptor hose and 

follow the directions below. 
 

14) Slip the adaptor hose down through the upper grille opening with the straight fitting down. This will 
require some finesse and trial and error to get the fitting to end up where you want it and work 
around the wiring and cables that run in the same area. 

15) Both of the stock hoses will likely need to be pulled forward a bit from their stock location. Remove 
the hose clamps back as far as necessary and pull the hoses forward to allow them to reach their 
attachment points. 

16) It is recommended to use some of the same type of oil that is in your AC system to lubricate the O-
rings during installation.  

 

Installing the Radiator BafflesInstalling the Radiator BafflesInstalling the Radiator BafflesInstalling the Radiator Baffles    
Reinstalling the radiator baffles is a bit more difficult with the new condenser, but it is possible. The 
baffles will need to bent a bit more sharply, cut to accommodate the new hose routing, and getting them 
into place will require some rougher than usual handling. For this reason, we recommend using the new 
GoWesty baffles as they are made of a tougher, more pliable material. 
 

17) Both baffles should have the upper fastening tab bent the opposite direction. 
18) The passenger side baffle requires a sharp bend at the middle crease; it is best to bend it before 

installation.  
19) The driver’s side baffle requires the same sharp bend, as well as a couple of cutouts to accommodate 

the hose connections on the side of the condenser. Test fitting the baffles will clearly indicate the best 
locations for these cutouts. 


