


 
 

8 Tricks to Cleaning 

Your Jewelry 

 

The other day I went through my closet to pull out and oldie but 

goodie.  Not a song, but a piece of jewelry that I haven't worn in a 

long time.  I have trouble letting go of jewelry.  I have a collection of 

old pieces I don't wear anymore and know that I should give them 

away.   

The truth is, I have a fear. 

What if I give a piece away and next week I see the trend coming 

back again.  Fashion jewelry is tough because it’s a moving target.  

Trends and styles changes weekly. What’s cool today is dated 

tomorrow.  I always try to find timeless pieces but what’s the fun in 

that? Some pieces are amazing today, but dated tomorrow. 

 

So as I went back into my closet to get this piece, I realized it had 

been neglected.  Back in the corner of a drawer was my sad lonely 

silver necklace.  When I pulled it out, I wasn't sure it actually was 

silver.  It didn't really look silver anymore.   



I had been wearing my smaller gold jewelry so much that, I had 

neglected a piece that had such history.  I was a little upset that I 

had left it so long with no care.  I pulled out my trusted silver 

cleaning cloth and whipped it right back into shape.  But as I started 

to clean it, I realized I should really share some of my cleaning tips 

I’ve collected over the years.   

A Little About Me 

My name is Elissa Spektor and I’m the 

owner and operator the online Jewelry Site 

Love & Pieces.  I live on Miami Beach with 

my husband and two little girls.  I started my 

career as a buyer for a large department 

store.  I spent a couple of years doing that 

and was bothered by the red tape and 

constant focus on nothing but the numbers.   

While I understand its numbers that drive 

business, I felt like the consumer was being sold junk.  It didn’t 

matter what the products were, or the quality of the products.  

Whatever we could move, with the highest margins, is what we 

sold. 

After settling down and having a couple of children, I decided I 

wanted to go into work for myself.  My husband and I started our 

online jewelry store a couple of years ago.  Business has been 

great.  Love & Pieces has grown incredibly quickly over the last 

couple of years and it’s tough to keep track of everything that’s 

going on.     

As I looked to expand our offerings on the site, jewelry cleaner was 

a natural compliment.  I had lots of customers asking for my 

recommendations. They wanted advice on cleaning and caring for 

the jewelry they were buying.  I learned a number of tricks over the 

years and in this ebook I’m going to share them with you. 

But for many of my customers and friends, they wanted something 

easier.  They were willing to spend a little money to properly care 

http://www.loveandpieces.com/


for their nice jewelry.  I have always been hesitant to recommend 

cleaners in the past as I have had problems.   

Not all jewelry is created equally and we know that.  But, that 

doesn’t mean we love it any less.  I have some really inexpensive 

pieces that I love and I have some really expensive pieces that are 

“meh”.  The cost doesn’t much matter to me.   

The problem is, that some pieces can be damaged with rough 

abrasive cleaners.  So in an effort to research products to 

recommend to my customers, I was incredibly surprised to find very 

little out there.   

The over-the-counter options (as I refer to them) were not in line 

with the beliefs and quality that I wanted to offer.  I couldn’t just 

refer any old jewelry cleaner.  My customers are the lifeblood of 

Love & Pieces and the reason I do what I do. 

I decided I was going to make my own jewelry cleaning line.  I was 

going to make sure it stayed true to the principles that are important 

to me.  While you may not relate to all of these principles, I thought 

they were crucial to our success.   

Our Principles 

Below are the core principles that I wanted to stand behind when 

creating Simple Shine.  I’m happy to say that we have achieved it.   

- Quality products that we can stand behind 

- Non-Toxic with no Ammonia or harsh chemicals 

- Biodegradable 

- Reduced use of plastics and use of recycled materials 

- Affordable 

- Made in the USA 

- Locally Sourced 

- 100% Money Back Satisfaction Guarantee 



I’m incredibly proud of Simple Shine.  If you are in the market for 

jewelry cleaning products, I stand 

behind our brand.  I know you will 

love it as much as I do and if you 

don’t I’m an email away. 

elissa@loveandpieces.com 

So without boring you more with 

my jewelry cleaning line, I present 

to you, 8 tricks to cleaning your 

jewelry.  I tried to mix it up a little 

and not focus all on one type of 

jewelry.  I have broken down a 

cross section of different types of 

jewelry cleaning tricks that should help. 

 

 

 Gold Jewelry Cleaning Tricks 

While this doesn't sound like the most amazing trick, 

cleaning gold jewelry is actually best done with some 

simple dish soap.  Take a few drops of standard dish 

detergent and empty them into a bowl of warm water.  Make sure to 

use warm water and not hot water.  Hot water can be dangerous to 

gold jewelry that has precious stones.  Delicate stones like opal can 

actually crack with the sudden change in temperature from the hot 

water.  



Once you have soaked the jewelry for about 15 minutes you can 

pull it out and scrub it with a small bristled brush.  A toothbrush is 

actually perfect for this and once the warm soapy water has had a 

chance to soak into all the cracks and nooks, the bristles should 

easily wipe away the dirt and grime.  When finished scrubbing the 

piece, you can rinse it under warm water.  Hold tight and make sure 

not to drop your small jewelry down the drain.  

When you are done, you can pull your gold jewelry from the water 

and use a cloth or towel to dry the pieces.  

As we mentioned hot water can damage some natural 

stones. Lots of fashion jewelry actually have stones glued 

or attached to them with an adhesive.  This is another 

reason not to use hot water.  Submerged gold pieces that have 

stones may actually loosen up as the jewelry gets hot and the glue 

melts.  For these types of pieces you should use this trick rather 

than the first one. 

You are going to make the same soapy 

mix like we discussed in our first jewelry 

cleaning trick.  Once you have a small 

bowl or cup of the formula you are going 

to dip a corner of a cloth napkin in and 

gently rub the gold portions of the 

jewelry.   You can also use a bristle 

brush gently avoiding the stones so as to 

not loosen them or risk removing any of 

the glue that may be holding the stones in.  

 

Gold Tricks to Cleaning Your Jewelry 

 Use Warm Water 

 Clean With Simple Dish Cleaning Detergent 

 Swap Detergent for Club Soda if you need an extra kick. 

 Use a toothbrush to get the gunk out 



 Close the drain or use a pasta strainer to protect your jewelry 

from the drain.  

 Don't soak Fashion Jewelry that may have stones attached with 

glue 

 

 

 

Pearl Jewelry Cleaning Tricks 

The first step to cleaning pearls is to understand whether 

or not your pearls are real.  Real pearls and pearl 

variations are completely different creatures and can be 

cleaned in different ways.  Real pearls are actually highly delicate 

and should be cleaned lightly with a soft lint free cloth after every 

wearing.  You should do this before putting them away.  The oils, 

body creams, and perfume from your skin can be harmful to your 

pearls.  

Our first trick is to clean your pearls with 

a similar mild soap formula as we did 

with the gold. Your formula should not 

include any ammonia or harsh 

detergents.  Ideally ivory flakes or 

another mild soap.  Do not soak you 

pearls but rather gently rub the pearls 

with a non-abrasive cloth.  Pearls are 

very delicate and using an abrasive 

cloth can wear away the natural layers and the luster of the pearl.  

You don’t want to soak the necklace as pearls are often porous and 

the string used to attach the strand may be delicate. 

Our next pearl jewelry cleaning trick is rather 

mundane.  The best way to actually clean your pearl 

jewelry is simple.  You should take a dry soft, lint free, 

cotton cloth and gently rub each pearl.  This is actually the safest 

and best way to clean your pearl jewelry.  Real pearls are 

extremely delicate and unless they are extremely dirty, this trick 

should suffice for most cases.  It’s just not worth the risk or making 

a mistake.  



Pearl Tricks to Cleaning Your Jewelry  

 Use Warm Water 

 Use a non-abrasive cloth 

 Do not use any ammonia based cleaning materials 

 Do not put your pearls in an ultrasonic cleaner 

 Do not soak your pearls 

 Don't hang pearls dry as the strand can stretch 

 

 

Silver Jewelry Cleaning Tricks 
 

Cleaning your silver jewelry is actually a little different than 

some of the other methods.  Your first step is to take a 

small bowl and fill it with about an inch of hot water.  Once 

you have your hot water you are going to stir a tablespoon of salt 

into the water until it dissolves. 

Once the salt water dissolves you are going take a small piece of 

aluminum foil. (about 6 inches)  You will make 4 tiny strips about 4 

inches long of the foil and you will submerge the strips to the 

bottom of the bowl.  Let it set for a couple of minutes 

Now that it has settled, you will submerge your silver jewelry and 

leave it in this solution for approximately 5 minutes.  This solution 

works to remove the sulfur sulfide.  This is the visible layer that 

forms on silver, creating the black-like film.  Once you remove the 

silver jewelry from the solution you will rinse it under cold water and 

gently rub with a cloth to dry. 

Our next trick to cleaning your silver jewelry isn't much of a 

trick but more of a plug.  Sometimes using a quality 

product is easier than reinventing the wheel.  As part of my 

jewelry cleaning line Simple Shine, we offer a couple of different 

silver cleaning products.  

http://www.loveandpieces.com/collections/vendors?q=Simple%20Shine
http://connoisseurs.com/


One of my favorites if you want to stay 

away from solutions is our silver 

cleaning cloth.  Our cloths come 

pretreated with the polishing cream to 

work in two steps.  There are two cloths 

included. The first one works to apply 

the cleaning material and loosen it up 

the tarnish.  The second cloth actually 

buffs out the dirt and polishes your silver 

like it’s brand new.   

 

 

Silver Tricks to Cleaning Your Jewelry  

 Use Hot Water 

 Use Salt and Aluminum Foil 

 You may need to repeat the process multiple times 

 You can use baking soda instead of salt if you don't have salt 

 Try not to recreate the wheel and get Simple Shine Cloths 

 

http://www.loveandpieces.com/collections/vendors?q=Simple%20Shine
https://www.thesimpleshine.com/


Diamond Jewelry Cleaning Tricks 

Last but certainly not least are a girl’s best friend.  If you 

are married or engaged, hopefully you are wearing a nice 

diamond ring.  As you know, sometimes they get dirty and 

grimy and need a clean.  There are actually a number of different 

techniques that people have for cleaning their jewelry and 

specifically their diamonds.   

One that I have found works the best is actually Alka-Seltzer.  Take 

a glass and fill it up about half way.  Place your ring at the bottom of 

the cup and then drop in an Alka-Seltzer.  After a couple of 

minutes, the Alka-Seltzer has dissolved.  The fizzing will clean the 

stone and remove the residue and dirt from the surface.  You 

should be left with a beautifully sparkling diamond.   

 

Lastly we are going to end with something that may not be 

a surprise to some of you.  A couple of years ago I made 

the $30 investment in an ultrasonic cleaner.  This is an 

Ultrasonic Jewelry Cleaner in case you aren’t familiar. 

 

An Ultrasonic cleaner is a fancy name 
for a jewelry cleaning machine.  It costs 
around $30 and you can place your 
jewelry in this machine and turn it 
on.  It’s a small machine that sits in the 
bathroom.  Don't be fooled by its size 
though.  This little guy can use simple 
tap water and make your diamonds 
sparkle and shine.  You will be amazed 
at the results you get.   

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00HZVYAVM/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00HZVYAVM&linkCode=as2&tag=lonlivtheint-20&linkId=CQDVSOITQ3JUVXL2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B007Q2M17K/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B007Q2M17K&linkCode=as2&tag=certatim-20&linkId=OHZ7ZD7KE3FQDOZP


 
It works by creating millions of microscopic cleansing bubbles that 
attack and remove the dirt, dust, and grime on your jewelry and 
diamonds. 
 
 

Diamond Tricks to Cleaning Your Jewelry  

 Don't be afraid to sit your diamonds in a solution over night 

 Use an Alka-Seltzer to soak it in 

 Ultrasonic cleaners are amazing for Diamonds 

 Check once cleaned to ensure the stones aren't loose 

 Try and remove diamonds before working out, or showering 

 

Enjoy Your New Tricks To Cleaning Your 
Jewelry! 

So maybe you learned something or 

maybe you didn’t.  I wanted to 

combine my tricks from over the 

years to give you this simple DIY 

guide.  There does come a time 

though when it’s time to get serious 

with your cleaning. 

If you have that extra special piece or 

aren’t motivated enough to get 

creative, I humbly ask that you give 

my line a try.  I know you are going to 

love our Simple Shine products as much as I do.  I put my heart 

and soul into this line and I think it shows.   

Elissa Spektor 
www.loveandpieces.com 

www.loveandpieces.com

