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Ihe essentials of adding a

wine cellar to your home

by Banverdd Cergrver




O ANYE FNE wha's dasturbed a battle
* of Krug Clos du Mesnil in the fridpe

ar ket & superh vintage of Cheval Blan
Rurn, perhapsit's time (o start protecting vour
colkertlon by ndding o wine collar b yoLr
hivme. Thawgl aptions arg plentiful, it's quite
casy bo choose a cellar subted to vour nesds
The key considerations bo keep in mind are
Prrotectmg wr colbection from light, humidi

Ly. and, mast alall, temperatune varistion

FREESTANDING CELLARS: Anyone
with a little moce than two square feet of
spaece and an electric socket can purchase a
EuraCave wine cellar. This bramd has been Lhe
ga-to “freestanling™ cellnr for both Oedging
and serous colbectors [GF mire than -||I_|_':-:||'_»._
There's o comipsct version for smaller spaces
and callections, whiles lirger modele hold
A0 battles. Competitors CTranstbserm, Seh-
Lern, Vinotemp, ete.) deliver variations that

are e zsuitable far mang wine lovers' nesds,

BUILT=IM CELLARS: Bevond the
IFeeslanding tberation, the world of wine
cEllars grves exponentially more interesting

thanks o kit racks and customized options

TIP:

To devalap a custom wine
celdlar, collectors mast first
cansider gne overarching
siruchural comparent:
oraoding.
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that can be tailared T wonuar taste just like
the battles they hold, In fact, whether
:.-lll.l'r\l:-|:||:-klll;_; ik el 'E'-"-'-'ii:-'l'l.'|:-|:J.l\:|.' Ina
city apartment or an entire bagement iy the
bountryEide, custom HECES ATH eagieT 1n
seuuin tham vou might think—and thiey add
value be a home pnee Lhey"ve haom installed,

T develop n cusbom wine cellar, collactors
nausk first conglder one overarehing struckbural
compoment: coaling. Here, price varies preat-
Ly Coaling 18 necessary. but (18 circumst apyoes
vary based on things like the installatiop of
maisture-resistant sheets and the allatmeat
of space for ducting and 2 candensor,

After encling, funclion steers des om direc
tinm. People chaose cellars for bso reasons,
The firat i4 focal point. Where will sverynne's
allention go? To one special bolil=¥ To many
battles? To the way thes're arganized? Exvery-
thing fram the racking sistem to the lighting
design Impacts the focal point. The second is
capacity. Your cellar might simply be about
slorage ol avcess. Thats OF., Mot everyone
needs to show off thelr reds, whites, and Tosés,

Marshall Tilden 111, vice president of sakes
at custon-design organiztion and market-
place Wine Enthnzsinst, has oversesn every-
thing from pantries reborn as cellars to o cus
tom-huailt 10K-beitle unit constrocted for The
Bowval Soneata Hotel in New Ordenns, “Peaple
wanl to jump into the design discussion,” he
says, “but it's imperative to address funetion
first"” Function is the key to linding the best
laeatbon for wour bonse wine celkar, followed
b gie and sesthetic. Wine Enthuosiast and it
oovmpetitors offer kite withmrious rack styles
amil sizes that ket colbectors e into custonm
design withoot breakdng the bank. If money is
10 abjees, the e are extraordinary, customized

aptions featuring hixe touches from redwood
finishes to aervlic racking that makes battles
appenr to flaat in midair

“I pquate o wine cellar Lo a swimming pool,”

Tilden says. "If vou're a wirse leer and vou see
o cellar i & homes, you're willing [o pay mare
for ™ With research showing thal Américans
ar drinking minre wine than ever before, 5
luamie cellar mxight well make you the toast of
fricnds, family, and potential bayers aliles A
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