
 

FAQ: Commencement Edition 

What / when is commencement? 

There are many events associated with commencement activities at HBS.  A full schedule can be 
found here, but the key events are: 

● Wednesday, May 27 2:30PM-4:00PM: SA Class Day Ceremony on Baker Lawn 
o What is it?  Speeches by the SA co-presidents (Linda & Nonso), a keynote speaker 

(to be announced), and a Class Day speaker (an HBS student).  In addition, faculty 
awards are presented.  More information on the Class Day speaker competition 
and the faculty award selection will be released in March. 

o How many tickets do I get?  There are no tickets; all are invited! 
● Thursday, May 28 8:30-11:00AM (students gather at 6:30AM): Harvard University 

Commencement Exercises in Harvard Yard  
o What is it?  Faculty and students process into the yard.  A Harvard undergrad 

student gives a speech in Latin.  Harvard University degrees are conferred to all 
schools & you officially become a graduate.  

o How many tickets do I get?  Two (graduates do not need a ticket); they can be 
picked up during Graduation week.  A ticket does not guarantee seating: there are 
19,000 seats and standing room for 13,000.  Commencement activities will also be 
televised for guests in the Grille and Spangler Auditorium, and streamed online. 
Tickets must be picked up on May 27 or May 28 at the SAS window upstairs in 
Spangler. 

● Thursday, May 28 11:30-12:30PM: HBS Luncheon at Shad  
o What is it?  Lunch.  
o How many tickets do I get?  Five (graduates need a ticket, so four for guests). 

● Thursday, May 28 12:30-2:45PM: HBS Diploma Ceremony on Baker Lawn and Reception 
o What is it?  Dean Nohria speaks.  Your name is read and you walk across the stage 

to accept a diploma.  A reception follows at Shad (no tickets required) until 
4:30PM.  

o How many tickets do I get?  There are no tickets; all are invited! 

 

My guests require: 

● A visa:  HBS does not arrange visas for guests, but the school can provide a 
Commencement Invitation letter in support of your guests’ visa applications.  Email the 
registrar at registrar@hbs.edu for the letter request form.  

● A wheelchair, or other special arrangements for disabilities: Email Anum Afzal at 
aafzal@hbs.edu before April 8 for arrangements.  

● Extra security / will be traveling with extra security: Email Mike Murphy at 
mmurphy@hbs.edu before May 15 for arrangements.  

https://inside.hbs.edu/Departments/mba/commencement/Pages/schedule.aspx
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What do I need to do now? 

If you haven't already, make hotel and travel arrangements now for your guests to attend the 
activities described above.  Also, pay your student bill.  

 

What do I wear to commencement?  

Students are required to wear a cap and gown to Harvard University and HBS commencement 
activities.  Starting March 24, the HBS COOP will rent caps and gowns at a discounted price; 
prices increase on March 31 and on April 21, so get them early.  Attire must be returned before 
June 13.  Students are asked to dress appropriately underneath their cap and gown (no jeans, 
sneakers or shorts).  Also, there will be a lot of walking on both days, so wear comfortable shoes.  

 

What is Bridges?  How does that relate to Commencement? 

Bridges is a three-day program designed as a capstone to our HBS experience (think of it as 
FIELD 4).  All ECs will gather back in their RC classrooms and attend special sessions with your 
RC faculty, your FIELD 2 team, and more.  

Bridges takes place Tuesday, April 28 through Thursday, April 30 from approximately 10AM to 
4PM each day.  Attendance is required and will be taken at all Bridges sessions.  Unexcused 
absences will be reviewed for grading implications and may result in a failing grade for the 
course. 

We are working with all professors to ensure that no final papers or exams are held during the 
Bridges period, allowing students the time to fully enjoy the close of their HBS experience.  The 
last final exam is May 7 (allowing a 2-3 week break before commencement activities). 

 

Is the SA planning any social events during commencement?  

Outside of the HBS Luncheon organized by the MBA Program there won't be any official SA social 
event during graduation week. Chances are your section Social Chairs are working on something 
specific for your section so make sure to check with them. 

However, the SA is planning several events for during Bridges (stay tuned for more information!).  

I have another question. 

Check out the commencement website or email MBA Student & Academic Services at 
sas@hbs.edu.  
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