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It was doing some researching for SW 300 (the 

marvellous) that I came across a couple of old issues that had 
me sitting there with an inner smile. Reflection, perhaps, 
remorse, maybe. Either way a yarn worth telling.
“Do Your Own Thing, Man” was the title of my first article in 
Surfing World Vol. 14. No. 4, August 1970. Trying to read it 
forty years later put me somewhere between embarrassed and 
embarrassed-er. Of more interest is the comment in “Do Your 
Own Thing Man, Revisited” by Mike Harris a few issues later: 
“It appears for one ‘to do his own thing’ he would necessarily 
have to be a hybrid of two profound ‘isms’: narcissism and 
anarchism.” Although referring to my article (of course a 20 
year-old knows nought in hindsight), those 
lines snapshot a relevant view of that time. 
It is however, the front covers, editorial 
and advertising of the December 1970s 
magazines SW Vol. 14 No. 6 and Tracks No. 

3 that are the story to be told.
The Tracks 3 cover features John Stewart 
surfing Narrabeen on one of two twin fins 
made by Greg Hodges and myself at Shane 
Surfboards, overnight, in late September, 
1970. It is in fact my board John is riding. 
At the time Shane’s was a veritable hive 
of surfboard creation featuring guys like 
Ted Spencer, Butch Cooney, Chris Young, 
Dick Harvey, John Rhodes, Pete Cornish, 
a barely pubescent Simon Anderson and a 
caste (sic) of seemingly hundreds.
That same, ‘used and abused’ (by the time of the shot) twinnie 
features on the December 70 cover of SW 14.6 along with 
Mark Warren’s newer version and our ugly longhaired heads. 
The caption reads: “Like Heads, Two Fins are Better Than 
One?” That question mark, and the picture itself, trip-wired 
the narcissism. 
But first, it should be noted that the previous issue, November 
Tracks No.2 did not feature one single editorial shot or 

advertisement of, or for, twin fins. NONE! Although it does 
have a great interview with Mark featuring pictures of his 
timeless lip lines on a single fin, and also includes a shot of 
my then current single fin mini-gun (getting ready for my first 
Hawaiian trip). SW 14.5 also did not feature one single editorial 
shot, or advertisement, of twin fin surfboards or surfing. NADA!
And yet December SW 14.6 features the “Two Heads” cover 
and a spread called ‘Early Morning’ where there are three 
double pages and full page shots of ‘that’ twinnie on a clean 
NN day. Tracks 3, the December 1970 issue has no less than 
10 different advertisements for twin fins and a full page shot 
in Butch’s interview with a twinnie in his shaping bay.

The question is, what happened in 
the mere four - six weeks between SW 

14.5 and Tracks No.2 going to bed, and 
SW 14.6 and Tracks No.3 hitting the 
stands? 
The Shane advert in Tracks 3 opens 
with the statement: “Is stagnant surfing 
making you Irritable?” And then follows: 
“Mr T. Fitzgerald of Collaroy Plateau, 
NSW, writes: ‘I have been surfing twin 
fins daily for six weeks now.......’ ”. This is 
what happened:
Greg Hodges and I discussed how to 
make a twin fin work after hearing 
of two fin surfboard development in 
California via a phone call between 
Shane and Corky Carroll. Corky, Mike 

Eaton, Rolf Aurness and Skip Frye had done all the fine-tuning 
during the just ended Californian summer. Corky was a catalyst 
in passing on the required basic measurements and fin angles. 
Rolf had won the World Titles that previous May, at Bells and 
Johanna (on longer single fins) where he had easily shown up 
the cul-de-sac that Australian mini-board surfing was in. The 
great Aussie brand of surfing was in a navel gazing state of 
flux, and it needed something new.

Story By Terry Fitzgerald

OPPOSITE: WHILE THIS IS NOT 

THE ORIGINAL TF TWIN FIN 

BORN IN THE SHANE FACTORY 

THAT SEPTEMBER NIGHT IN 

1970, IT IS REPRESENTATIVE 

OF A MAGIC PERIOD OF FREE 

THOUGHT AND EXPERIMENTA-

TION IN AUSTRALIAN DESIGN. 

(KIDMAN) RIGHT: FITZ AND 

MARK WARREN ON THE COVER 

OF SW 14.6 – “WORLD, WE’D 

LIKE YOU TO  MEET TWIN FIN.” 

THE BIRTH OF TWIN

EARLY
MORNING
REVISITED
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Anything new. 
That night, starting after work, we took a basic rounded 
flipped nose model we were riding at the time and adzed 
two new boards. We basically cut the tail off the template, 
straightened the tail rail and widened the nose to suit the 5’6 
length (at Greg’s suggestion - he was always a bit stumpy). 
The chunky designs created featured heavily chamfered 
diamond tails with a tapered v, tucked-edge rails, accentuated 
s-decks and hand sanded pairs of small raked pivot fins which 
we machined down from then current single fins. Greg glassed 
the two boards with multi-coloured resin bleeds, his red, mine 
ochre. We sanded them at about 4:00AM and surfed ‘em at the 
Butterbox at dawn. 
Stewie (who was also a glasser at Shane’s) surfed my board at 
lunchtime (Shane did run a pretty tight ship). The subsequent 
photo on the Tracks 3 cover is the result. By beer-o’clock the 
word had passed around - for Brookvale was an inventive hive 
of rumour, rivalry and reaction.  Stew lives up at Burleigh if 
anyone wants to run him down and verify this story. The shot 
of Stew and the twinnie story were too late for either October 
SW or November Tracks, but, all systems go, blade-runners, 

for the December issues.
The “I have been surfing twin fins…..” line is from the Tracks 

3 issue in which our good natured, harmless and hilarious 
tongue-in-cheek Testimonial style advertisement took the piss 
out of my surfing at the time and the two boards that Greg 
and I built that long and bloody funny night.  
The ad featured quotes including: “I’m twenty years of age 
and I’d suffered from not getting super tight and vertical for 
years. They have eliminated dropping out, slides and bog 
downs… I still can’t believe how I made the change… twin fins 
get straight to the root of the trouble, pepping you up. I can 
taste my food now and feel 100% better in health. I’ve told my 
friends…” etc etc. In a wicked sort of way, the advertisement 
was a jibe at Brookie’s instant twinnie explosion. And there’s 
that streak of anarchism!
And ‘do your own thing man’? Well, Hodgey was a good surfer, 
and a good craftsman. His help and suggestions made those 
twinnies possible. Even though my hands shaped ’em, Greg 
was there all the way with a laugh and a smile and a rap on 
the knuckles. He was one of the many craftsmen who make a 
shaper worth his salt. Without his glassing, fin adaptation and 
sanding, those first two boards and subsequent editorial (which 
helped boost my nascent career) would not have happened. 
An incredibly definitive page was turned in Australian 
shortboard surfing effectively starting in those six weeks of 
late 1970. The power-flick was now in gestation. And yet, I 
cannot find, or remember, a single print reference to Greg 
Hodges’ input to that first twin fin era, or, its ‘overnight’ 
(dare I say, flavour of the month) development. That fault sits 
squarely on my shoulders as much as anybody’s.
I would hope the facts above will go some way to righting that 
wrong. And acknowledging a bloke who turned the ignition on 
the Australian twin fin phenomenon at the very beginning of 
those incredible weeks. 
Salute, Vale, Greg Hodges.

Ed’s Note: 
Nar·cis·sism:
In psychiatry, a personality disorder characterized by the 
patient’s overestimation of his or her own appearance and 
abilities and an excessive need for admiration.
An·ar·chism:
Resistance to all forms of authority or control.

“Twin fins get 
straight to the 
root of the trou-
ble, pepping you 
up. I can taste my 
food now and feel 
100% better in 
health. I’ve told 
my friends…”

ABOVE: FROM CALIFORNIA 
VIA PHONE LINE, THE TWIN 

ENTERED THE IMAGINA-
TIONS OF AUSTRALIA’S MOST 
PROGRESSIVE SHAPERS. TF 

AND GREG HODGES LED THE 
WAY AND WITHIN SIX WEEKS OF  

THEIR FIRST PROTOTYPE  THE 
LANDSCAPE OF AUSTRALIAN 

SURFING HAD ALTERED RADI-
CALLY. INSETS: THE FIRST TWIN 

SESSION AS SEEN IN THE SW 
14.6  ARTICLE ‘EARLY MORNING’. 


