
Terry Fitzgerald // Hot Buttered

Shaping for 45 years

Influences: Dick Brewer, Reno Abellira,  
Owl Chapman.

Basics: Shaping is therapy. I’m fortunate in 
that I only shape when I want to and I don’t 
shape unless I feel good. I leave all the woes of 
the world at the door and go in. I can find a 
subconscious autopilot in the manual work  
and the rhythms I’ve developed.  
It’s like a homecoming.

It’s awesome to be in a shaping bay with a sense 
of self, and to hold in your hands the product of 
you life’s work. Every shaper can relate to that.

Local custom: I want to provide a vehicle for 
riding a wave for a discerning surfer who wants 
to experience a wave’s power. Someone who’s 
looking to enjoy the power spots on a wave, 
really rolling out and smashing it. The biggest 
joy is to see people taking a modern approach  
in positioning while riding designs I came up 
with in the early ‘70s. Concaves, wings, every 
board around the world contains a little bit  
of that today.

Out there: Surfers are aspirational; everybody 
wants to ride a better board. Surfboard 
production has been too compartmentalised 
into the boardmaker here and the surfer there. 
I dunno if the glory days of the surfer/shaper 
are ever coming back, but I do notice that a lot 
of shapers today are increasingly bloody good 
surfers. I think it’s great. There’s a bit of a new 
age coming in that sense, and I think that’s 
worldwide, not just here.

Weekly production ideal: One or two.

Matt Penn // Matt Penn Designs

Shaping for 22 years

Influences: Simon Anderson, Al Merrick,  
Greg Webber, Chilli, Lee Stacey, Mike Andrews.

Basics: I mainly shape for the hardcore local 
surfer and would say I enjoy making boards 
for the loyal ones, the guys who’ve been riding 
my boards for ten years. They feel comfortable 
coming back and they know what they want, 
and they know it’s what you’re making. Plus the 
ones who come back a few weeks later just to tell 
you they really like the board. I don’t attract too 
many wacky customers but guys do try to mix 
too much stuff together sometimes and I have  
to talk ‘em around into something that’ll work.

Tweaks: Lately I’ve been working on a prototype 
that meshes my small wave sorta fishy designs 
with something more traditionally shortboardy. 
The local waves have a lot to do with that, 
beachbreaks where you get a lot of fast, quick 
sections and the board’s gotta be up and going 
quickly, yet also be a bit forgiving. That and 
what people are open to riding; they seem  
more open these days to trying a bit more 
volume in a shorter board, then they ride  
it and realize it works.

Out there: There’s not a big difference in the 
engine room of most boards around the world. 
It’s mostly just tweaks for local conditions. 
Boards have to be manufactured locally and it  
all runs off oil prices really, so we’re all in the 
same boat business-wise.

Business is: Doing OK. If you’d asked me that 
two years ago I might have said something else.

Weekly production ideal: 30. I can make  
‘em look nice and it saves your back a bit,  
that’d be nice.

Jon McLeay // Chaos Surfboards

Shaping for 20 years

Influences: Rex Marechal.

Likes: Being able to make whatever I want. 
People are opening their eyes so much more 
these days to a range of things in surfboards. 
I love the high performance shortboard but I 
also like making other things and people are 
expressing themselves way more now.

Basics: I taught myself to hand shape in my 
Dad’s garage for two years before I got a job in 
a factory. I shape, glass, sand, customer service, 
everything. I make more money that way and I 
don’t have to deal with a lot of shops. 

Business is: doing well, at least as far as I’m 
concerned. I know some guys aren’t doing so well 
and are getting bitter. But if you’re willing to try 
new things, if you can value yourself and transmit 
that value to the customer, you can do well.

Local custom: A big mix, from the businessman 
to the grommet. A wide variety. I don’t do mates’ 
rates so they’ve got to be willing to pay. I love 
the hard customer, the one who’s got the balls to 
come back and say, this board’s not quite right, 
and they’re willing to work with me on a better 
one. That’s where you find the long term shaper-
surfer relationships. Your shaping life would  
get boring otherwise.

Tweaks: A lot of people are liking flatter rockers 
and wider boards now, but I’m adding a fair 
bit of tail lift to that and it seems to have them 
turning a lot tighter in the pocket as well. 
They’ve got a button to push.

Weekly production ideal: 20. (I’m doing 10-15.)
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