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San Francisco State University 
Parental Permission for a Minor to Participate in Research 

“Swimming and Motor Development 1” 
 
A.  PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND 
My name is David Anderson. I am a faculty member in the Department of Kinesiology at San Francisco 
State University and I am conducting a research study on how swimming influences infant motor 
development. I am inviting your infant to take part in the research because he/she has used an Otteroo. 
The main purpose of the study is to determine if using the Otteroo leads to earlier acquisition of specific 
motor skills during the first year of life. The aims will be accomplished by having you fill out a survey 
that asks how many times the Otteroo was used and then about the ages at which your infant achieved 
specific motor skills, like sitting, crawling, and walking. Your child must be between 12 and 15 months of 
age and must have used the Otteroo during his/her first year of life.  

 
B.  PROCEDURES 
If you agree to participate in this research study, the following will occur:   
• You will be asked to fill out a survey once.  
• The first part of the survey asks questions about when, where, and how often you used the Otteroo and 

about other activities in which your infant participated. 
• The second part of the survey asks you to recall the age at which your child acquired specific motor 

skills and asks you to rate how confident you are in remembering the age at which each skill was 
acquired. 

• The survey takes approximately 30 minutes to fill out.  
• The survey will be emailed to you by the researchers. 
• Weekly reminders will be sent to you until the survey has been filled out. 
 
C.  RISKS  
There is a risk of loss of privacy. However, no names or identities will be used in any published reports of 
the research and we will keep any identifying information separate from the data we collect on you. Only 
the researchers will have access to the data. In addition, you can withdraw from the study at any time. 
 
Participation in any physical activity is inherently risky. Some of the more serious risks are outlined in a 
separate document titled “Release of liability, promise not to sue, assumption of risk and agreement to 
pay claims.” If you agree to participate in this study, we will ask you to sign the Release of Liability 
document in addition to the Parental Permission for a Minor to Participate in Research document you are 
currently reading. 
 
D.  CONFIDENTIALITY 
Upon entry into the study, each infant will receive an identifying code. The code will be used to identify 
the infants from that point onward. The code will not provide any clues to your infant’s identity. The key 
linking the codes to the infants will be kept locked in a separate cabinet from the one in which the data 
will be stored. The filing cabinets are in the researcher’s office, which is locked at all times when the 
researcher is not there. Any electronic documents will be encrypted on a password-protected drive. 
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 E.  DIRECT BENEFITS    
There are no direct benefits associated with participation in this project. 
 
 F.  COSTS   
There are no costs associated with participation in this project.   
 
G.  COMPENSATION  
You will be given an otteroo bath set worth approximately $10 for your participation in the study.  
 
H.  ALTERNATIVES   
The alternative is not to participate. 
 
I.  QUESTIONS 
You have spoken with David Anderson about this study and have had your questions answered.  If you 
have any further questions about the study, you may contact David Anderson by email at 
danders@sfsu.edu  or by phone at 415 338-1559.  
 
Questions about your infant’s rights as a study participant, or comments or complaints about the study 
also may be addressed to the Office of Human and Animal Protections at San Francisco State University, 
at 415-338-1093 or protocol@sfsu.edu.  
 
J.  CONSENT 
You have been given a copy of this consent form to keep. 
PARTICIPATION IN THIS RESEARCH STUDY IS VOLUNTARY.  You are free to decline to have 
your infant participate in this research study.  You may withdraw your infant’s participation at any point 
without penalty. Your decision whether or not to participate in this research study will have no influence 
on you or your infant’s present or future status at San Francisco State University. 
  
Infant’s Name __________________________________________________ 
 
Infant’s date of birth _____________________________________________ 
 
Infant’s sex _____________ 
 
 
Signature  _______________________________     Date  ____________ 
   Parent 
 
Signature  _______________________________     Date  ____________ 
   Researcher 


