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Director’s Letter -40 Years of Publishing for Hawaiʻ i

da Bess Press ‘ohana extends its mahalos

Several years ago when talking story with Buddy Bess, 
founder of the Bess Press, it became apparent that when 
he crisscrossed the mainland driving a book mobile 
visiting college campuses, he gained a lot of perspective 
about what professors and educators wanted from 
books. By taking the time to simply listen to what others 
were saying and asking for, Buddy was able to better 
help those educators meet their teaching needs. Fast 
forward to today and this philosophy, talking story with 
and listening to others, is what has guided Bess Press 
for over 40 years. 

Our company is somewhat of a hybrid model: a for-
profit company that has a mission more similar to a local 
nonprofit. By chance, our work began by producing 
Hawaiian Studies textbooks covering ancient and 
modern Hawai‘i for use within elementary and high 
school classrooms. By design we expanded our Hawaiian 
cultural and historical content publications with works 
on the Hawaiian monarchy and, eventually, Pacific Island 
Studies textbooks. During these early years we also 
began publishing children’s books, biographies, historical 
non-fiction, early childhood readers, language books, 
and even maps.

None of this growth would ever have been possible if 
it were not from being influenced by the community and 
being inspired by the authors, artists, historians, editors, 
and cultural practitioners we have been so fortunate to 
work alongside. Since our founding, the company goal 
has not just aimed to produce books, but rather to foster 
a love of place, a love of reading, a dedication to providing 
classroom materials, and meaningful employment to 
lovers of literature. I consider ourselves to be Hawai‘i’s 

local publisher because we strive to represent our 
community by all that makes it: the past, present, and a 
look toward the future.

As I look ahead I am inspired by and committed to 
publishing for future generations. Naturally this approach 
changes with the times. During the last year Bess Press 
has launched an online learning website for teachers and 
students, as well as opened an independent bookstore, 
da Shop, in our Kaimuki neighborhood of Honolulu. Both 
of these endeavors are attributed to the collective voices 
heard from around our islands. To continue producing 
content you find interesting, I encourage you to fill out 
the included survey in this catalog and lend us your 
feedback. In compensation for your time, we are offering 
a chance to win a $100 book set.

Within these pages I am excited to offer some notes 
from throughout our history that have helped shape who 
we are. The Bess Press staff and I are enthusiastic about 
the release of several new publications we have worked 
on and the introduction of titles that are produced by 
other publishers which Bess Press is distributing. I am 
equally excited about partnering with FITTED to develop 
a limited edition line of clothing apparel inspired by 
our “Pidgin to da Max” series. This includes a series of 
t-shirts, a hat, and a collector’s edition box that turns into 
a podagee horseshoe set. Lastly, we have information 
related to special offers for educators and retailers. 

On behalf of the entire Bess Press ‘ohana, mahalo for 
your patronage and support.

As we look ahead we are committed to 
publishing for future generations.

by David DeLuca
illustration by Cheyne Gallarde

B E S S
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Available Beginning Spring 2020
Pre-Order Today, inquire for pricing information

HAWAIIAN READERS
Set 1 includes 10 individual books, titles noted below:

MARSHALLESE READERS
Set 1 includes 10 individual books, titles noted below:

CH  AMORU READERS
Set 1 includes 10 individual books, titles noted below:

CHUUKESE READERS
Set 1 includes 10 individual books, titles noted below:

Aia nā Kalipa iā Wai?
Nā Hua‘ai
Kōkua au

Le‘ale‘a ma ke Kahua 
Holoholona
I ko‘u Nānā ‘ana i ka Wai

He ‘Oihana Ka‘u
Ma ka Mākeke Mahi‘ai
He aha au?
Ma Ka Pā‘ina
Ka Lā Mua o Ke Kula

Håyi chumuchule’ Yore’?
Fruta Siha
Hu ayuda
Annai Hu Atan i Hanom

Guaha Che’cho’hu

Gi Metkaon Lancheru
Hafa yu’?
Gi Gipot
I Fine’nena na Ha’ånen 
Eskuela

E nom wren io ekkewe 
chori?

Foun Ira
Ngang mei Aninis
Apwapw lon ewe Zoo
Nupwen Ua Netuw lon ewe 
Sat

Mei Or Wiisei
Non an ekewe chon  
atake ewe market
Ngang Met?
Ewe Luau
Aewan Ranin Sukun

Jodi Ko Rōpād Ippān Wōn?
Fruit (Leen Wōjke)

Ij Jipan̄
Limo ilo Zoo En ̗
N̄e Ij Kalimjek Lo j̗et

Ewōr Juon Aō Jerbal
Ijen ̗ Jikin Wia En ̗ An Ri-
Kallib/Ri-Ekkat Ran ̗
Ta N̄a?
Jikin Keemem En ̗
Raan Eo Jinoin Tata in Jikuul ̗

10 books, 5.5”x8.5”, 16pgs, color 10 books, 5.5”x8.5”, 16pgs, color10 books, 5.5”x8.5”, 16pgs, color10 books, 5.5”x8.5”, 16pgs, color

The title “At The Zoo” was not yet published at the time of 
printing this catalog, but is included in the 10-book CHamoru 
language set
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New Release

SAY IT IN HAWAIIAN
A multi-sensory board book

Hands-on learning with a new dimension. Literally, 
this book is hands on with images that are raised and 
cut-out. This title offers readers a sensory experience 
to actually feel the tactile shapes on each page and 
associate the images with the Hawaiian and English 
words.

This book is born out of the Keiki’s First Books 
board book series originally published in 1992. This is 
the first of a new series of word books meant to be 
used as an introduction to Hawaiian through a multi-
sensory experience.

Author Maile Meyer originally 
wrote this series with her 
artist friend Wren in the late 
1980s. Maile is the co-founder 
and owner of Nā Mea Hawai‘i, 
a space for cultural exchange, 
educational and local goods.

Illustrator Mariko Merritt is a 
designer and artist. She is a 
graduate of Rhode Island School 
of Design and Punahou School.

Author Marilyn Kahalewai

Illustrator Gavin Kobayashi

New Release

WHOSE SLIPPERS ARE THOSE?
A children’s classic revisited as a board book for young learners

This children’s classic is now available as a board book. 
Parents and kids in the read-to-me age group can roar 
together in laughter. In this new, smaller version of the 
original story written by famed local artist, illustrator, 
and author Marilyn Kahalewai, kids can enjoy bright 
color patterns, illustrations of other children, and tons 
and tons of slippahs!

board book, 
full color illustrations,
20 pages, 6.5” x 6.5”
9781573065382
- ages infant to 3
$9.95

board book,
full color illustrations,
16 pages, 8” x 8”
9781573065351
- ages infant to 3
$14.95

The coconut fits inside the tree trunk
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New Release

OKINAWAN PRINCESS: Da Legend of Hajichi Tattoos

Okinawan Princess: Da Legend of Hajichi Tattoos is an illus-
trated, transpacific feminist fairy tale for all readers that 
illuminates an ancient tradition and pushes back against 
normative standards of beauty.

When Gramma notices how much her granddaughter 
wishes she could look like a supermodel, Gramma shares 
how her own mother was made fun of when she moved to 
Hawai‘i from Okinawa due to the bold blue hajichi tattoos 
on the back of her hands.

Gramma then reveals the legend behind those mysteri-
ous markings. When the Okinawan Princess is kidnapped 
by Japanese pirates, will she wait for someone to save her or 
will she be able to outwit her captors? This trilingual story 
is written in Hawai‘i Creole, then translated into Japanese 
and the endangered indigenous Okinawan language called 
Uchinaaguchi. Okinawan Princess is part of ongoing efforts 

to revitalize 
Okinawan lan-
guage, history 
and culture 
worldwide.

This story is a new classic to be shared with keiki (and the rest 
of the family) during the holidays, or as an ideal Christmas 
gift. The book is inspired by a catchy holiday song written by 
songwriter Laura-May Azpiazu Taufaasau, which is included 
on a CD in the front of the book. The original artwork, created 
by popular local artist and owner of the famed jazz nightclub, 
Hank’s Place, Hank Taufaasu, makes readers feel as though 
they are reading a story from their own Christmas past. The 
artwork is inspired by family traditions common around the 
islands during holiday time and is central to the rhyming story. 

This book’s design has a nostalgic feel that will surely make 
readers feel they are reciting a holiday classic they always 
knew. 

Author Lee A. Tonouchi is a 
full Okinawan yonsei born and 
raised in Hawai‘i. He is known 
as “Da Pidgin Guerrilla” for his 
championing of Pidgin a.k.a 
Hawai‘i Creole to be accepted as 
a legitimate language. His last 
book, Significant Moments in da 
Life of Oriental Faddah and Son: 
One Hawai‘i Okinawan Journal, 
published by Bess Press, won the 
Association for Asian American 
Studies Book Award for Poetry/
Prose.

Author Laura-May Azpiazu 
Taufaasau was born in New 
York City, but grew up on the 
Firestone Rubber Plantations 
in Liberia, West Africa. After 
raising her family in a small 
upstate New York town, she 
now lives in Hawai‘i with her 
husband, artist/businessman, 
Hank Taufaasau. Other works 
of hers have been performed 
by the US Marine Corps Band, 
the Honolulu Boy Choir, and 
various local entertainers and 
theatre groups.

Illustrator Hank Taufaasau 
was born in Hawai‘i, raised 
and in Lanakila and Manoa 
Valley. Hank’s interest in art 
was evident at an early age. “I 
grew up copying everything in 
the comics. Mostly, Dick Tracy, 
Terry and the Pirates, and 
Blondie. I thank my mother for 
the foresight of enrolling me in 
the Honolulu Academy of Arts 
instructional programs when I 
was 11 years old. Being involved 
in a children’s book is a whole 
new direction for me that 
presented new challenges.”

New Release

THE HAWAIIAN 
CHRISTMAS MOUSE w/CD

Illustrator Laura Kina is a “hapa, 
yonsei, Uchinanchu” artist and 
educator based in Chicago. 
Her artwork addresses Asian 
American and mixed race 
identities and histories with a 
focus on Okinawa and Hawai‘i 
diasporas. She is a Vincent de 
Paul Professor of Art, Media, 
& Design at DePaul University 
and coeditor of War Baby/Love 
Child: Mixed Race Asian American 
Art (University of Washington 
Press, 2013), and Que(e)rying 
Contemporary Asian American 
Art (University of Washington 
Press, 2017).

hardcover, 
full color illustrations
47 pages, 12” x 10”
9781573065320
- juvenile fiction
- ethnic orientation, Okinawan
- ages 04 to 10+
$18.95

hardcover, full color, 
sing-along CD inside
47 pages, 12” x 10”
9781573065320
- juvenile fiction
- ages 04 to 10
$16.95

‘Twas the Night Before 
Christmas in Hawai‘i
hard cover, color
48 pp, 8” x 10” 
978157306927 $14.95
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New Release

PARADISE TO 
PARADISE: THE RAP 
REIPLINGER STORY

New Release

IN THE SEAT OF A 
STRANGER’S CAR

Author Leesa Clark Stone, is 
a journalist who previously 
worked at Honolulu ABC 
affiliate KITV. She is the 
widow of Rap Reiplinger and, 
through this book, provides 
an intimate look inside the life 
of one of Hawai‘i’s best-loved 
entertainers. She combines 
her memories and insight with 
those of people who knew and 
were close to Rap.

Author Beau Flemister is an 
award-winning journalist from 
Kailua, Hawai‘i. While working 
in the valet parking industry on 
O‘ahu for 8 years after college, 
he taught creative writing 
to high school students, and 
traveled the world extensively 
(off valet tips) reporting for 
publications along the way. 
A former editor at Surfing 
Magazine, he has been published 
in VICE, Complex, Outside, FLUX, 
The Surfer’s Journal, and Hana 
Hou! magazines, among others.

paperback, color insert
biography, non-fiction
366 pages, 6” x 9”
9781573065344
$23.95

paperback, full color
320 pages, 6” x 9”
9780578428000
- fiction
$16.95

In the Seat of a Stranger's Car is a vibrant comedy that looks under the 
hood at the entourage of working-class misfits you leave your car 
with every day. Set in the bubbling ethnic melting pot of Hawai‘i, the 
pseudo-intellectual protagonist is a struggling writer who teaches at 
a renowned prep school by day.

By night, he is a full-time valet, surrounded by a lewd yet lovable 
cast of coworkers who challenge his misplaced sense of entitlement. 
The gang's service industry stasis is quickly shattered when they 
discover a young boy in the trunk of a deserted vehicle in the hotel 
parking lot.

Afraid of surrendering the abandoned child to foster care, the 
valets decide to raise the child as their own–a task that proves both 
absurd and transformative. Juggling jobs and a budding romance 
with a late night flower girl, the narrator finds himself on a journey 
around the island to uncover the boy's mysterious past, but unearths 
something much more meaningful in the process: himself.

Reviews for In the Seat of a Stranger’s Car
Elevator Pitch: Is letting a robot steer your 
prized vehicle any worse than handing the 
keys off to some kid in a red jacket? This 
novel, which may read like historical fiction 
someday, follows a group of hotel car valets 
as they navigate life on the margins in 
Hawaii-and col lectively raise a child they 
find abandoned in a car’s trunk.

Very Brief Excerpt: “We are under ground. 
We are robotic. Zombies. Move cars, take 
tips, hear numbers, move cars. Repeat. It is 
a strange role and these garages are filthy. 
The constant exhaust and fumes. These 
vehicles are clean and sleek, but always 
excreting, burping, fart ing gaseous waste.”

Surprising Factoid: If Mr. Flemister is to 
be believed, your worst fears about valets 
are correct: His charac ters do take other 
people’s cars for joy rides. And rifle through 
glove compartments. At least AVs can’t do 
that. Or can they?  
—Aaron Stern, Wall Street Journal, 2019

“Hand your keys over to Beau Flemister, 
move over, fasten your safety belt, and let 
this talented young author and former valet 
take you on a rip-roaring ride through a 
dark paradise, down unfrequented byways 
beneath Honolulu’s slicker surfaces. A poi-
gnant story of a valet’s effort to protect a 
young boy abandoned in the trunk of a car 
provides unique context for encounters with 
fellow valets, parking lot attendants, flower 
girls, gypsies, homeless vagrants, and a 
motley pack of other good-hearted ne’er-do-
wells on the fringes of Hawaii’s more polite 
society. Portraits of those characters are 
rendered with sympathy, humor, and affec-
tion and Flemister’s keen ear captures their 
voices, his sharp eye their movements. It’s a 
thrilling ride from beginning to end.”   
—Lee Siegel, author of Love In A Dead 
Language, A New York Times Book Review 
Notable Book Of The Year

More than four decades after redefining comedy in Hawai‘i, Rap Reiplinger 
and his humor are still making people laugh. His iconic catch phrases are 
forever carved in the memory banks of fans old and new, whether they 
live in Hawai‘i or have migrated elsewhere.

Rap’s one-liners are comedic glue that bind people together and bridge 
generations whenever anyone takes a sip of wine and declares it, “Not too 
sweet, not too rancid, but jesss right!” That line and other “Rapisms” make 
folks laugh, and, whatever their differences, they find common ground in 
Rap’s unique perspective on Hawai‘i’s ethnic melting pot.

These catch phrases are so ingrained in the lexicon and culture of 
Hawai‘i that many people who say them today do not even know where 
they originated. The source is the man whose story lies in the pages of 
this book.

The New Yorker magazine called Rap, “Hawaii’s most popular comedian… 
in the tradition of Mort Sahl and Lenny Bruce.” Rap was the first in 
Hawai‘i to win an Emmy award, when his television show, “Rap’s Hawaii,” 
earned the honor for Outstanding Acheivement/Entertainment Special.

Rap’s groundbreaking work as one of the founding members of 
the theatrical comedy ensemble Booga Booga and his solo material 
have indelibly stamped Rap’s name in the rich history of the Hawaiian 
Renaissance, a revolutionary cultural and artistic movement.

Reviews for Paradise to Paradise: The Rap Reiplinger Story
“He is the only genius I’ve ever worked with. 
In modern terms, he was one of the best 
profilers. He could walk in, observe and pro-
file something and know exactly what was 
going on, then make sense of it, put it into a 
story and make you laugh.”   
—Jon de Mello, CEO, The Mountain Apple 
Company

“…what Rap is saying is: ‘If you’re dealing 
with Hawaiians — anything can happen…
the most unexpected things. We’re not here 
just to play your game. We have our own 
lives to live.’ I think that’s why we love him 
and that’s what makes his humor relevant 
today.”    
—Dr. Jonathan Kay Kamakawiwo‘ole Osorio  
Dean of Hawai‘inuiākea School of Hawaiian 
Knowledge, University of Hawai‘i

“You know what they say about burning the 
candle — if you burn it from 12 ends, it gives 
you a big rush of light. It’s like a superno-
va. That’s what Rap was in his short span 
of years. He really exploded. Made a lot of 
people happy.”   
—Dunbar Wakayama, Recording Engineer

“In my mind, Rap’s comedy is foundational 
and the content of his work, not just his 
performance, will stand the test of time.”   
 —Eric Johnson,  
Honolulu Theatre for Youth Artistic Director
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New Release

‘AUMĀKUA: HEROES FROM HAWAI‘I
New Release

KUMU CARDS, HE AUPUNI PALAPALA KOʻU

Both decks contain 72 beautifully illustrated 
Hawaiian flash cards. The back of each card is 
colored differently for each category to help in 
organizing the deck quickly, but also to help play 
a variety of games such as memory. The decks 
contain an online counterpart to help with pro-
nunciation of each word.

With each deck sale a portion of the proceeds 
goes to Hawaiian Immersion classrooms.

72 cards in each deck
3” x 5”, color

The ‘Aumākua are a group of extraordinary people who have 
banded together to help protect Hawai‘i and its people. What if 
Hawai‘i had super heroes? In Hawaiian culture there are stories, 
myths, and legends of champions and demigods that roamed 
the islands long ago. What if heroes existed in the present day in 
Hawai‘i? How would they look like? How would they act?

‘Aumākua is a Hawaiian word. ‘Aumākua are protectors, 
ancestral spirits, family or personal gods. This story begins by 
explaining that the ‘Aumākua Guardians of Hawai‘i were formed 
when the first natives came to the islands to protect the land 
and its people. Now, in the present day, a new team has banded 
together to carry on the tradition of their predecessors. This is the 
first multi-cultural incarnation of the ‘Aumākua. The team consists 
of members of local people that are of different ethnicities and 
cultures. 

Author Christopher Caravahlo 
created Mana Comics in 2014 to 
celebrate ethnic diversity and 
showcase heroes from Hawai‘i. 
From an early age, Caravahlo 

dreamed of heroes he could 
identify with and always thought 
the idea of superheroes from the 
Hawaiian Islands would be NO KA 
OI (the best!) 

paperback, full color
- comic book, graphic novel
92 pages, 6 3 ⁄4” x 10 1 ⁄4”
9780692043134
$25.00

Deck 1 - Puʻu Pepa ʻEkahi 
860283001602 $13.95
Categories:

• Colors
• Numbers
• Animals
• Body parts
• People

Deck 2 - Puʻu Pepa ʻElua
86028300161 $13.95
Categories:

• Environment
• Food
• Kitchen
• Household
• Recreation
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New Release

ONLY IN HAWAI‘I JOURNAL

New Release

PIDGIN TO DA MAX  
JOURNAL

New Release

PETROGLYPHS 
OF HAWAI‘I
A blank writing journal with hand drawn 
petroglyphs and historical explanations

New Release

HULA: THE 
HEARTBEAT 
OF HAWAI‘I
A lined writing journal with anecdotes about hula

This journal celebrates the history and tradition of hula. 
Each page of the journal contains an anecdote or detailed 
description about the practice, instruments, implements, 
and oli that make up hula. This journal serves as a 
wonderful introduction to and about the dance form for 
novices and those with a general interest in Hawaiian 
culture. For those who are familiar with hula, either as 
cultural enthusiasts or haumana (students), this journal 
serves as a great keepsake companion. 

This journal details a portion of Hawaiian history through 
depictions of ki‘i pōhaku, stone images or rock carvings, 
that were etched on the Big Island of Hawai‘i. Author 
Lynn Cook provides fascinating detail along with hand 
drawn illustrations of over 70 ki‘i pōhaku on every other 
page of this blank journal. 

JOURNAL DETAILS:

The journal interiors are made up of 144 heavy weighted 
wood-free pages that are ideal for use with ballpoint pens, 
markers, and pencils. The textured paper is good for use 
as a writing journal, daily diary, or note taking in classes or 
meetings. The pages are made of blank (petroglyph) and 
lined (hula) pages with a durable leather-like cover with 
rounded spine so that the journal can easily open and lie flat 
for ease-of-use. The cover image on each journal is embossed 
into the material.

Petroglyph Journal
144 pages, 5.5” x 8.5” with rounded corners,

9781573065399
$18.95

Hula Journal
144 pages, 5.5” x 8.5” with rounded corners,

9781573065405
$18.95

The Only In Hawai‘i journal is inspired by author Ann Kondo Corum’s 
collection of things unique and dear to local residents. The “all-mix-
up” charm of life in the islands is captured by Corum’s observations 
and drawings in this interactive writing journal and provides a fun 
experience for users.

The Pidgin to da Max journal incorporates the best illustrations and 
definitions from the popular book series into this blank interactive 
writing journal. With over 80 word definitions and illustrations, users 
will be humored and inspired by this journal.

JOURNAL DETAILS:

The journal interiors are made up of 120 heavy weighted 
wood-free pages that are ideal for use with ballpoint pens, 
markers, and pencils. The textured paper is good for use 
as a writing journal, daily diary, or note taking in classes or 
meetings. 

Pidgin to da Max Journal
120 pages, 8” x 8” with rounded corners,

9781573065399
$16.95

Only in Hawai‘i 
120 pages, 8” x 8” with rounded corners,

9781573065405
$16.95

We can run in slippers.

MAX Maximum. 
 “To da max” means “All the way.”
MAX OUT
 To overdo it. To da max, and then some.

Wielding a spear and wearing a feathered headdress, the muscled warrior 

could be a chief or a god. His stance indicates power. Was the spear for fi shing, 

hunting, or the games of skill practiced by warriors in training? Ka‘ūpūlehu, 

Hawai‘i Island.
A kumu teaches. An ‘ōlapa dances, the ho‘opa‘a 

chants and drums. In the tradition of Hawaiian hula, 

each level of expertise is honored with an ‘ūniki, 

a ceremony of graduation.

Hula
The Heartbeat of Hawai‘i

A JOURNAL OF HULA
BY LYNN COOK

BESS PRESS

Hula
The Heartbeat of Hawai‘i

A JOURNAL OF HULA

Hula
The Heartbeat of Hawai‘i

A JOURNAL OF HULA BY L YNN COOK

JOURNAL

Only in
Hawai‘i

JOURNAL
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Author Sandi Takayama is a school librarian in 
Hawai‘i. Even when she was a child she enjoyed 
writing stories and always made up her own 
endings in familiar and classic tales. When she 
originally wrote this story she had two musubi 
loving children and a wonderful husband who 
understood her need to scribble in notebooks at 
odd hours of the night. They are all a little bit 
older now, but much still remains the same.

Illustrator Pat Hall has been a professional artist 
in Hawai‘i since the 1960s. Besides illustrating 
picture books, she has exhibited regularly 
and received several awards acknowledging 
her artwork. Her work often has a knack for 
capturing local scenery, flora and fauna. Her 
pieces are known for their whimsical flair and 
uniqueness.

Book Highlight / originally published 1996

THE MUSUBI MAN
Hawaiʻi’s Gingerbread Man

Reviews for The Musubi Man when first released
“This is a Hawaii version of the familiar story of a special 
confection that just as soon as his maker is finished with 
him gets up and runs away... This story is charmingly 
told and the illustrations are the sort that invite rereading 
because there are so many sweet little details tucked into 
every picture that you just want to look and look and laugh.” 
—The Honolulu Advertiser

“The Musubi Man is a Hawaiian version of The Gingerbread 
Man with an old woman creating a musubi man out of 
cooked rice... Students can compare this Hawaiian story 
with other Gingerbread Man tales differentiating among 
characters and events and identifying the unique influences 
of location and culture.” —Iowa Reading Journal

“How many generations of children grew up learning to 
read Cinderella, The Gingerbread Man or The Princess and the 
Pea? How many of us continue to read these stories to our 
students our children our grandchildren? Better than that 
how many of us have now discovered and now also regale 
them with Sumorella, The Musubi Man, and The Prince and The 
Li Hing Mui? They are Hawaii’s version of the time-honored 
fairy tales adapted by Kailua Elementary librarian Sandi 
Takayama for use in libraries classrooms and in the home... 
mostly the books are used to encourage and develop a love 
of reading in elementary school age children.”  
—Hawaii State Teachers Association Magazine 

Children’s Literature

What better way to use musubi as a theme to cleverly pair a 
locally favored snack with an internationally renowned folk 
tale to engage young readers? This seminal concept by Sandi 
Takayama was first published in the mid-nineties. When 
Sandi teamed up with artist Pat Hall to enrich the story with 
deeply colorful illustrations, one of the more popular local 
children’s books was born.

Over 20 years later, it is safe to say this story is a Hawai‘i 
children’s book classic. In fact, this title has been one of Bess 
Press’ most successful crossovers to mainland audiences. 
To this day, this title is often picked up regularly by national 
book distributors to sell in various parts of the mainland to 
retailers, wholesalers, and libraries. 

Today, this book continues to be a fun and engaging read 
with younger audiences and now children who grew up 
with this book are beginning to buy it for their own children. 
This appeal is often a sign of a book’s enduring popularity 
and underscores that themes presented in this work are still 
connecting with readers across generations. 

hard cover, full color
24 pages, 10 “x 7”,
9781573060530
- juvenile fiction
- target age group 5 to 10
$14.95

also available is: 
The Musubi Man’s 
New Friend
hard cover, color
24 pages, 7.25”x10.5”,
9781573060530 $14.95

B E S S
P R E S S



Children’s Literature

ORDINARY ‘OHANA
A picture book about a modern family

hard cover, color,
8” x 8”, 66pp,
9781573065276 
- juvenile fiction, social topics
- target age group 6-10
$14.95
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Children’s Literature

HUSH LITTLE KEIKI
A tri-fold board book

This story is an instant classic to be shared between mothers 
and babies growing up in Hawai‘i. The playful lullaby 
reminds us of the ever present sweet, gentle, and soothing 
naturescapes from around the islands. Watch mynah birds fly 
against the setting sun, humpbacks dance across the ocean 
stage, and evening rains reveal the starry night. Our local 
culture emphasizes the importance of being in harmony with 
our natural world. Hush Little Keiki delivers this eco–friendly 
message by expanding on the classic children’s lullaby “Hush 
Little Baby.” 

Author Kim Vukovich spent 
much of her childhood outdoors, 
playing everywhere from the 
mountains to the sea on the 
island of Maui. With the birth 
of her daughters came the 
realization of the importance of 
teaching her keiki to care for the 
land. Kim believes the first step 
is for keiki to enjoy the natural 

world and wrote this lullaby in 
the hopes of inspiring parents to 
take their children outside.

Illustrator Mariko Merritt is from 
Honolulu and works as a graphic 
designer and independent artist. 
She is a graduate of Rhode 
Island School of Design and 
Punahou School.

Author Lee Cataluna is currently 
the Metro Columnist at the 
Honolulu Star-Advertiser. She 
is a two-time recipient of the 
Ka Palapala Po‘okela Award 
for Excellence in Literature 
awarded by the Hawai‘i Book 
Publishers Association. She 
formerly taught Creative 
Writing at ‘Iolani School. 

Illustrator Cheyne (pronounced 
“shayne”) Gallarde is an artist/
illustrator. He was raised in the 
plantation village of Waipahu, 
but now he’s a townie. Cheyne 
has been drawing ever since he 
could pick up a pencil. 

This is a little book about a big family making the point that 
family is who you choose and there’s always room for more at 
Sunday dinner, even if it’s on Saturday night, or Wednesday 
night, or whenever. In a time when families don’t fit traditional 
definitions, Ordinary ‘Ohana assures readers that a diverse 
family is a normal family. The book has a distinctive design 
and was made to imitate a family scrapbook. The story unfolds 
through the experiences collected by a young boy named 
Kainoa. He has a pretty ordinary family life, according to him. 
Though when he starts to introduce the various members of 
his ‘ohana he reveals a complicated, but very sturdy and loving 
family structure that has been built, rebuilt, and reinforced 
over time.

fold-out page

board book, full color
24 pages, 8 “x 8”,
9781573065139
- juvenile fiction
- target age group 0 to 5
$14.95
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A young girl learning to surf dreams that she is part of the 
great span of surfing history, which includes ancient kings 
and queens of Hawai‘i, as well as surfing greats like Duke 
Kahanamoku and Rell Sunn. In a palette that reflects the 
rich colors of Hawai‘i’s skies and sea, Carla Golembe paints 
and tells a story whose rhythm and rhyme capture the feel of 
riding a board on Waikiki’s fabled waves. The accompanying 
read-along CD further adds the sounds of Hawai‘i.

A Keiki’s First Word Book is an early-learning board book 
designed to teach words with photos of objects and activities 
for Hawai‘i’s keiki. Each photo features the English word and 
the Hawaiian word. A surprise door on every page lets kids 
discover a hidden object. A great activity book for Hawai‘i’s 
toddlers!

Author and Illustrator Carla 
Golembe is a painter, illustrator, 
author and teacher. She is the 
author of numerous books for 
children, including The Story 
of Hula, which in 2004 won 
the Benjamin Franklin Award 
presented by the Publishers 
Marketing Association.

Children’s Literature

A STORY OF SURFING w/CD
With interactive read-along CD

Children’s Literature

A KEIKI’S FIRST WORD BOOK
A board book introduction to language

board book, color,
32 pages, 6.25” x 7.75”,
9781573062756
$14.95

also available is: 
From Aloha to Zippy’s
board book, color,
28 pages, 6.25” x 7.75”,
9781573062558 
$14.95

surprise door opens up to hidden objects

surprise doors open up to hidden objects

hard cover w/CD, color,
32 pp, 8.5”x11”, 
9781573062435
$16.95

also available is: 
The Story Of Hula
hard cover w/CD, color,
32 pp, 8.5”x11”,  
9781573061858 
$16.95

From Aloha to Zippy’s is an ABC-word board book



Carolinian A
lphabet

PREL

paire pappalooti

$10.95

Carolinian
Alphabet

Island Alphabet Books

Books in this series:
English • Pohnpeian • Palauan • Marshallese
Chuukese • Hawaiian • Sāmoan • Kosraean
Chamorro • Carolinian • Yapese • Ulithian

Satawalese • Woleaian

Carolinian A
lphabet

PREL

akkar uuch

$10.95

Chuukese
Alphabet

Island Alphabet Books

Books in this series:
English • Pohnpeian • Palauan • Marshallese
Chuukese • Hawaiian • Sāmoan • Kosraean
Chamorro • Carolinian • Yapese • Ulithian

Satawalese • Woleaian

Cham
orro A

lphabet
PREL

Books in this series:
English • Pohnpeian • Palauan • Marshallese
Chuukese • Hawaiian • Sāmoan • Kosraean
Chamorro • Carolinian • Yapese • Ulithian

Satawalese • Woleaian

gåyu aga’

$10.95

Chamorro
Alphabet

Island Alphabet Books

English A
lphabet

PREL

English
Alphabet

Island Alphabet Books

Books in this series:
English • Pohnpeian • Palauan • Marshallese
Chuukese • Hawaiian • Sāmoan • Kosraean
Chamorro • Carolinian • Yapese • Ulithian

Satawalese • Woleaian

coconut crab

$10.95

H
awaiian A

lphabet
PREL

Hawaiian
Alphabet

Island Alphabet Books

makika mahina

$10.95

Books in this series:
English • Pohnpeian • Palauan • Marshallese
Chuukese • Hawaiian • Sāmoan • Kosraean
Chamorro • Carolinian • Yapese • Ulithian

Satawalese • Woleaian
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Marshallese Alphabet

Hard Cover, Color 
 32 pp, 6” X7.5”
9781573062213 $10.95

Chuukese Alphabet

Hard Cover, Color 
 32 pp, 6” X7.5”
9781573062220 $10.95

Hawaiian Alphabet

Hard Cover, Color 
 32 pp, 6” X7.5”
9781573062183 $10.95

Satawalese Alphabet

Hard Cover, Color 
32 pp, 6” X7.5”
9781573062619 $10.95

Kosraen Alphabet

Hard Cover, Color 
32 pp, 6” X7.5”
9781573062176 $10.95

Pohnpeian Alphabet

Hard Cover, Color 
32 pp, 6” X7.5”
9781573062152 $10.95

Chamorro Alphabet

Hard Cover, Color 
 32 pp, 6” X7.5”
9781573062138 $10.95

English Alphabet

Hard Cover, Color 
 32 pp, 6” X7.5”
9781573062190 $10.95

Ulithian Alphabet

Hard Cover, Color 
32 pp, 6” X7.5”
9781573062985 $10.95

Woleaian Alphabet

Hard Cover, Color 
32 pp, 6” X7.5”
9781573062978 $10.95

Yapese Alphabet

Hard Cover, Color 
32 pp, 6” X7.5”
9781573062602 $10.95

Palauan Alphabet

Hard Cover, Color 
32 pp, 6” X7.5”
9781573062169 $10.95

Samoan Alphabet

Hard Cover, Color 
32 pp, 6” X7.5”
9781573062145 $10.95

Carolinian Alphabet

Hard Cover, Color 
32 pp, 6” X7.5”
9781573062206 $10.95

Pele and the 
Rivers Of Fire

Flexibind, 32 pp, 11”x8.5” 
9781573060790 $14.95 

Hina and the 
Sea Of Stars

Flexibind, 32 pp, 11”x8.5” 
9781573061674 $14.95

Lei Day/May Day Flip Book

HC, 64 pp, 7”x7”, 
9781573062886 $16.95

Pai Ka Leo

paperback, B & W 
40 pp, 7”x9” 
 9781573062510 $14.95

Exotic Animals Of 
Hawai‘i Coloring Book

PB, 32 pp, 10.5” X 8.25” 
9780935848564 $6.95

Endangered 
Animals of Hawai‘i 
Coloring Book

paperback, 32 pp, 
10.5”x8.25” 
9781573060158 $6.95

Native Animals of 
Hawai‘i Coloring Book 

paperback, 32 pp, 
10.5”x8.25”  
9780935848557 $6.95

Fishes Of Hawai‘i 
Coloring Book

paperback, 32 pp, 
10.5”x8.25”  
9781880188323 $6.95

Beautiful Birds of 
Hawai‘i Coloring Book

paperback, 32 pp, 
10.5”x8.25”  
9781880188439 $6.95

Pua and the Big 
White Lua

board book, 16 pp 
9781573063357 $7.95

The Magic Shark 
Learns to Cook

hc, 48 pp, 8”x9”
9781573062336 $9.95

How Six Little Ipu 
Got Their Names

HC/CD, 32 pp, 8.5” x 11” 
9781573061865 $16.95

Sāmoan Word Book
 
PB/CD, 128 pp, 8.5” x 11”
9781573061988 $19.95

Myths And 
Legends Of Hawai‘i 
Coloring Book

paperback, 32 pp, 
8.5”x11”  
9781573062121 $6.95

‘Opihi Baby

HC, 32 pp, 10” x 10” 
9781573062855 $14.95

There’s A Monster 
In My Ōpū

HC, 24 pp, 8.5” x 10” 
9781573062442 $14.95

Numbah One Day 
Of Christmas

HC, 20 pp, 8.5” x 12” 
9781880188910 $16.95

Girls’ Day/Boys’ Day Flip Book

State Of Hawai‘i 
Coloring Book

PB, 32 pp, 8.5” X 11” 
9781573060585 $6.95

The Hawaiian 
Wildlife Coloring 
And Activity Book

PB, 32 pp, 8.5” X 11” 
9781573060592 $6.95

Big Island 
Activity Book

PB, 32 pp, 8.5” X 11” 
9781573060189 $6.95

Chamorro Word Book

paperback, Audio 
download 
120 pp, 8.5” x 11”
9781573061926 $19.95

HC, 64 pp, 7” x 7”
9781573062749 $16.95

Whose Slippers 
Are Those?

HC, 24 pp, 8.5” x 10” 
9781573062381 $14.95 

Island Toes

HC, 10” x 10”, 36 pp
9781573065146 $16.95

Children’s Literature Children’s Literature
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paperback, 
full color illustrations and photographs,
5.5”x8.5”, 16-24 pages
9781573064743 
$29.95 (includes 10 books)

Emerging Reader
10 book set

paperback, 
full color illustrations and photographs,
5.5”x8.5”, 16-24 pages
9781573064859 
$29.95 (includes 10 books)

Developing Reader
10 book set

3

paperback, 
full color illustrations and photographs,
5.5”x8.5”, 12 -16 pages
9781573064637 
$29.95 (includes 10 books)

Learning to Read
10 book set

1

paperback,
full color illustrations and photographs,
5.5”x8.5”, 16-24 pages
9781573064965 
$29.95 (includes 10 books)

Independent Reader
10 book set

4

• High-interest topics and vocabulary
• Books with silent e-words and vowels
• Engaging stories with complex phonics
• Readers become more independent and fluent 

• Non-fiction books relevant to island life
• Beginning to read for information
• Short paragraphs and thematic titles
• The ideal reading bridge to chapter books

• Ideal for Emergent Readers
• Simple sentences with repetitive patterns
• High-interest stories with local themes 
• Playful illustrations to help readers

• Begin reading sentences fluently
• Developing readers decode simple words
• Engage with vowels and consonants
• Gain confidence in reading ability

When children understand most of the alphabet letters 
and the associated sounds of each, then this is the ideal 
phonetic level for them to begin decoding words on their 
own! Sounding out words and rereading for meaning is 
what young readers at this level want and it is what this 
set of books is geared to do.

2

Level Concept:

Book Set 2 Themes:

Book Titles included in Set 2: 

Level Concept:
This level is designed for a companion to read 1:1 with 
children the first time around.  Due to the repetitive nature 
of the text, when reading, children should gain confidence 
in reciting the words as they read multiple times. It may 
seem the reader is memorizing text, yet memorizing text 
is an integral stepping stone in learning to read!

Book Set 1 Themes:

Book Titles included in Set 1: 

At this level children will be reinforcing phonetic rules as 
they gain more skills as a reader. They may even begin 
to read more fluently and with expression! At this point 
the readers are gaining more confidence in their ability to 
read and start reading on their own.

Level Concept:

Book Set 3 Themes:

Book Titles included in Set 3: Book Titles included in Set 4: 

When children have reached this level they have the skills 
and confidence to read independently. They will enjoy 
reading non-fiction books for information, broadening 
their reading of different genres. Using a locally themed 
set of books offers a great springboard into the broader 
diversity of reading for information and personal interest.

Level Concept:

Book Set 4 Themes:

ISLAND READERS — an early childhood learning to read series All Titles Available as a Complete Set of 40
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REFLECTION

Looking Back
Publisher Benjamin “Buddy” Bess 

reflects back on 40 years of 
publishing in and for Hawai‘i.

by Buddy Bess

Publishing books is not a science, but rather a 
combination of art and commerce. We treat each 
and every book like one would do with a family 
member: with high hopes for the future and at 
some point realizing that each of us and each of 
our books has its own life force. Having started 
the press with the reprint and revision of two 
Hawaiian history textbooks in 1979 and 1980 
respectively, my initial focus was schools and 
libraries in Hawai‘i, and roughly 20-years later 
Micronesia. 

My decision to focus on local culture was an 
easy one; when I arrived in Honolulu I knew noth-
ing of Hawai‘i’s multicultural depth and nuances. 
My wife, Ann Rayson, was an English professor 
at U.H. and quickly became my business partner 
and investor, taking our life savings and publish-
ing those first couple of books. Before that we 
lived in faculty housing for 2 years where we 
raised our firstborn son Daniel. At that time I 
played a lot of basketball at Kanewai and the old 
Klum Gym at U.H. and took up body surfing. I 
mention this because during those first years I 
developed an ear for pidgin, a fondness for food 
and island ways, and thus a strong appreciation 
of local culture. 

I spent the first few years of the Press visiting 
each and every school, library, and conference 
throughout the state of Hawai‘i selling books, 
developing others, and always asking the ques-
tion of decision makers at each school what their 
classroom needs were. The requests for local 
and regional content were not being fulfilled by 
mainland or other local publishers, so I eventu-
ally would find authors, illustrators, cartogra-
phers, photographers, and editors based upon 

simply listening to those shared needs. To this day 
our company still believes that classroom teachers 
and librarians provide us with our main roadmap 
for publishing.

Traveling through all of the islands visiting 
the schools was a magic and wondrous time for 
me personally. Over the years I felt a very strong 
sense of place: from the plantation towns on Lana‘i 
and Waialua, to the burgeoning resort towns of 
Lahaina and Kailua-Kona. I watched the growth 
of tourism throughout the islands transform a 
semi-rural agricultural state to one that has be-
come more urban and a resort/visitor destination. 
I recall visiting Ewa Elementary school one day and 
driving past it down some cane haul road, even-
tually coming to the most beautiful and desolated 
beach wondering who owned it and what would 
it become: answer 20+ years later, Ko ‘Olina and 
Disney are now there!

This same kind of change has happened within 
our industry. Bess Press and the world of books 
have seen the decrease of bookstores and institu-
tional publishers (books, magazines and newspa-
pers) and the rise of digital media. Not to be neg-
ative, but at one time there were 32 bookstores in 
Hawai‘i, not counting Costco, Sam’s Club, and other 
big box retailers. Now there are roughly 10 or so 
full-time bookstores in all of Hawai‘i. However that 
is changing and we are evidence of that in our 
continued existence and with the opening of our 
full-time independent bookstore, da Shop: books + 
curiosities, in Kaimuki.

Our passion for culture, history and language 
remains. It continues to shape the books we pub-
lish. Each and every title we publish is special to us. 
The community continues to support us by shar-
ing this passion. Today we find books in all sorts 
of marketplaces, from boutiques to big-box retail-
ers. Our efforts will remain the same, in as much 
as we will look for well-written content, based in 
Hawai‘i and the Pacific, and try to couple it with 
the demands of the marketplace. Much of our suc-
cess over these last forty years is because we work 
collaboratively with authors, historians, illustrators 
and photographers, so the works are the best they 
can be. Because most projects originate in the 
Pacific region, the content reflects a deep-found 
sense of place that hits home for readers. For all 
of us, and those who work with us, we have high 
hopes for the future and we hope that what we 
produce can take on a life of its own.

2

1

3

4

5

6

7

8

(1) Buddy Bess and Ann Rayson, 
co-founders of Bess Press (2) revisions to 
an early textbook (3) one of the original 
copyright titles purchased to start Bess 
Press (4) cover from an early title in the 

Pidgin to Da Max series (5) artwork from 
the early childhood series Island Readers 
(6) cover from a popular ‘80s title (7) one 
of Bess Press’ early trade titles (8) artwork 
by author/illustrator Ann Kondo Corum 

from her series “Only in Hawai‘i”

* The following page shows a timeline history of Bess Press’ most recognized publications.
Photo by Matt Mallams.

photo by Elyse Butler





DON’T SWEAT IT, WE HAVE STORIES FOR EVERYONE
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biographies, myths, legends, language, surfing, 

history, guides, cooking, music . . .
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Located in Kaimuki, Bess Press has 
been creating and developing content 
about Hawai‘i and the greater Pacific 

since 1979.

We would love to hear from you! Stop 
by for a visit, give us a ring, type us an 

email, or visit us online.

Honolulu 
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tel. 
808. 734. 7159
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“This keeper ought to be translated into 
several languages.” 
—Honolulu Star-Bulletin

“The pictures that occupy every left-facing 
page in the book are the kind that you linger 
over and study... a beautiful gift.” 
—Honolulu Advertiser

“Kimberley’s book is just right. She tells Duke’s 
story smoothly and succinctly and with plenty 
of photos on every other page... This is the 
kind of book that visitors will want to take 
home and locals will want to keep sitting 
around for visitors and friends to read.”
—Hawaii Island Journal

“Duke: A Great Hawaiian by Sandra Kimberly 
Hall is a highly readable and enjoyable look at 
the Olympic gold medal swimmer, who many 
call the most famous Hawaiian of all time.” 
—PW Daily for Booksellers

Book Highlight / originally published 1995

DUKE: 
A GREAT HAWAIIAN

Popular Interest

Author Sandra Hall grew up at the famous Australian beach where 
Hawai‘i’s Duke Kahanamoku taught Aussies in 1914 how to ride the 
waves. Hall heard stories from childhood about “The Duke.” She has 
written dozens of articles for newspapers and surfing magazines 
about Duke, surfing history, and Himalayan adventure travel.

Reviews for Duke: A Great Hawaiian when first 
released
“... the real strength of this spare but poignant little book is 
the humility with which it documents a lifetime’s worth of 
events, milestones, and great achievements... an accessible, 
handy reference which reads less like a reference than 
an earnest memoir... fascinating historical photos, one for 
each page of text, reveal why Duke’s contemporaries were 
as apt to speak of his personality as they were to extol his 
accomplishments.”
—Longboard Magazine

It can be said that Duke’s 20 years of Olympic competition 
did more to brand Hawai‘i than anyone before or since. He 
truly introduced the world to Hawai‘i and a Hawaiian sense 
of being. Sure he is known as the godfather of modern day 
surfing and, when he was alive, as the “ambassador” of aloha, 
but perhaps it was his character that had the greatest impact 
on his legendary life story.

 As Wilmer C. Morris wrote in his forward of this 
book, “. . . he was never maha‘oi–it was not Hawaiian to be 
inhospitable and discourteous.” This thread seems to be one 
quality that resonated with people in Hawai‘i and abroad. It 
is a characteristic that makes his story more personal and 
inspiring for readers to acquaint themselves with.

In today’s terms, Duke was a superstar. However, it is 
not an ill conceived thought that Duke today would be no 
different than when he was alive. Despite self-branding in 
the digital age, you could imagine that Duke would still come 
to symbolize the people of Hawai‘i. He showed Hawai‘i to the 
world and became a citizen of the world doing it. Sandra 
Hall’s book shows why Duke is a legend, not only because of 
his physical and athletic accomplishments, but because of 
who he was as a person.

hard cover
120 pages, 5” x 6”
9781573062305
- biography, memoir
$14.95
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Popular Interest

ELVIS IN HAWAI‘I
The top biography of The King’s time in Hawai‘i

Filled with photographs and memorabilia, some never before 
seen, from the private collections of Eddie Sherman, DeSoto 
Brown, the late Tom Moffatt, and others, Elvis in Hawai‘i brings 
the King’s 20-year love affair with the islands to life.

Personal anecdotes by “Poi boys” Tom Moffatt and Ron 
Jacobs and appearances by local Elvis impersonator Jonathan 
Von Brana and at the time, the world’s youngest Elvis imper-
sonator Bruno Hernandez, now known worldwide as Bruno 
Mars, add to the local flavor of the book.

Author the late Jerry Hopkins, a 
twenty-year veteran of Rolling 
Stone, was the author of two 
other books about Elvis Presley: 
Elvis: A Biography (1971) and 
Elvis: The Final Years (1980), both 
international bestsellers.

His research material for 
those works is part of the 
Mississippi Valley Collection at 
the University of Mem- phis, in 
Tennessee. Hopkins also wrote 
biographies of Jim Morrison, 
Jimi Hendrix, David Bowie, 
Raquel Welch, and Yoko Ono.

Georgia O’Keeffe is a legend of 20th-century American art. 
Her life and work, have taken on mythic proportions. Hawai‘i 
is also mythic in our national psyche–a paradisaical place of 
healing and renewal. In 1938, the Dole Pineapple Co. invited 
Georgia O’Keeffe to come to Hawai‘i to produce two paintings 
for their national advertising campaign. She accepted, and in 
the spring of 1939 spent nine weeks in the Hawaiian Islands. 
While on Maui, she was hosted by the 12-year-old Patricia 
Jennings, a daughter of the Hana sugar plantation manager. 
This encounter would affect both women for the rest of their 
lives.

In Georgia O’Keeffe’s Hawai‘i, Patricia Jennings Morris tells 
the story of their encounter, offering glimpses and a fresh look 
at the process of the great artist through the eyes of a pre-
war teen in territorial Hawai‘i. O’Keeffe’s 20 lush paintings of 
Island flora and landscapes are reproduced together here for 
the first time. Reflecting on her time on Maui, O’Keeffe wrote, 
“I enjoy this drifting off into space on an island.” Years later, 
she added, it was one of “the best things I have done.”

Author Patricia Jennings grew 
up in Hawai‘i. In her lifetime 
she had served on the boards 
of directors of numerous art 
and charitable organizations, 
managed macadamia nut 
farms and general stores, 
and had been blessed with 5 
children, 9 grandchildren, and 3 
great-grandchildren.

Maria Ausherman is an 
independent scholar interested 
in the history of preservation 
in the U.S., the history 
of photography, and the 

intersection of fine arts and 
documentation.

Jennifer Saville served as 
Curator of Western Art at the 
Honolulu Academy of Arts in 
the 1990s, curating the only 
showing of Georgia O’Keeffe’s 
Hawai‘i paintings since 1940. 
She is coauthor of Finding 
Paradise: Island Art in Private 
Collections, Georgia O’Keeffe: 
Paintings of Hawaii, A Printmaker 
in Paradise: The Art and Life of 
Charles W. Bartlett, and The 
American Canvas. color, 124 pages, 9” x 10”

hard cover 9781935646105 $29.95
paperback 9780982165645 $19.95

Popular Interest

GEORGIA O’KEEFFE’S HAWAI‘I
A seminal work describing the artist’s time and inspiration in Hawai‘i

Reviews
“If my painting is what I have 
to give back to the world for 
what the world gives to me, 
I may say that these paint-
ings are what I have to give 
at present for what three 
months in Hawaii gave to 
me.” –Georgia O’Keeffe, in 
Time Magazine

“A beautifully illustrated .. 
thoughtful memoir by ... a 
12-year-old girl, ... now an 
octogenarian ... [who] served 
as the notoriously “difficult” 
O’Keeffe’s companion and 
tour guide.”  
–San Francisco Chronicle

Flexibind, color
96 pages, 8.5” x 11”
9781573061421 $22.95

also available:
ALOHA ELVIS
hard cover, color
104 pages, 5” x 5”
9781573062732 $14.95



 —  PUBLISHING FOR HAWAIʻI — 3938 — BESS PRESS — 40TH

Micronesian Legends

PB, 272 pp, 7” X 10” 
9781573061247 $19.95

Marianas Island 
Legends

PB, 208 pp, 7” X 10”
9781573061025 $19.95

Marshall Islands 
Legends and Stories

PB, 272 pp, 7” X 10”
9781573061407 $19.95

Polynesia In Early 
Historic Times

PB, 320 pp, 8.5” X 11”
9781573061254 $29.95

Pacific Island Legends

PB, 280 pp, 7” X 10”
9781573060783 $19.95

Na Pule Kahiko / 
Ancient Hawaiian 
Prayers

PB, 8.5” X 11”
9780960793853 $19.95

*reprint edition available 
2020 

Madame Pele

PB, 144 pp, 6” X 9”
9781573061452 $11.95

Tattooing In The 
Marshall Islands

PB, 204 pp, 6” X 9” 
9781573063104 $16.95

Hawai‘i Best Spooky 
Tales (The Original)

PB, 144 pp, 6” X 9”
9781573061216 $12.95

Hawai‘i Best Spooky 
Tales (The Original)

PB, 192 pp, 6” X 9”
9781573062657 $14.95

Hawai‘i Best 
Spooky Tales 2

PB, 152 pp, 6” X 9”
9781573060400 $12.95

Hawai‘i Best 
Spooky Tales 3

PB, 160 pp, 6” X 9”
9781573061001 
$12.95

Hawai‘i Best 
Spooky Tales 1

PB, 192 pp, 6” X 9” 
9781573060318 $12.95

Hawai‘i Best 
Spooky Tales 5

PB, 160 pp, 6” X 9”
9781573061308 $12.95

The Japanese In 
Hawai‘i: Okage 
Sama De

PB, 368 pp, 6” X 9”
9781573062862 $22.95

USS Arizona

HC, 128 pp, 11” X 8.375”
9781573062800 $19.95

Waikīkī Tiki

HC, 264 pp, 7” X 5” 
9781573063111
$22.95

Hamakua Hero: A 
True Plantation Story

PB, 80 pp, 7” X 10” 
9781573063210
$14.95

Father Damien:

PB, 320 pp, 8.5” X 11”
9781573063074
$14.95

Mapping The Lands 
And Waters Of Hawai‘i

HC, 10.5” X 14.5”
9780915013241 $39.95

Early Mapping 
Of Hawai‘i

HC, 10.5” X 14.5”
9780915013050 $39.95

Persuade: The 7 
Empowering LAWS 
of the SalesMaker

HC, 284 pp, 6.5” X 9.5”
9780915013050 $27.00

Surveying The Mahele

HC, 10.5” X 14.5”
9780915013173 $39.95

Stories Of Rell Sunn

PB, 176 pp, 8” X 8”,
9781573065283 $14.95

Through A 
Liquid Mirror

PB, 11” X 10.25”
9780915013197 $19.95

The View From 
Diamond Head

HC, 11” X 8.5”
9780915013029 $19.95

The Hula
 
PB, 200 pp, 9.5” x 11”
9781573 63128
$24.95

Then There 
Were None
 
HC, 120 pp, 5” x 6” 
9781573061551 $14.95

Stories of Old Hawai‘i

paperback, B & W 
128 pp, 7”x10” 
9781573060264 $14.95

Eddie Aikau: 
Hawaiian Hero

5” x 6”, 102 pp
hard cover, full color
9781573065153 $14.95

Iz: Voice Of 
The People

HC, 192 pp, 10” X 10”
9781573062572 $19.95

*reprint edition available 
2020 

Yesterday At 
Kalaupapa

PB, 8.5” X 11”
9780915013166 
$9.95 *reprint edition 
available 2020 

50 Simple Things 
You Can Do To 
Save Hawai‘i

PB, 192 pp, 5”X7.75”
9781573062770 $9.95

*reprint edition available 
2020 

Plants In Hawaiian 
Medicine

PB, 160 pp, 6”X9”
9781573062039 $14.95

Daughters of Fire

PB, 494 pp, 6”X9”
9780982165621 $20.00

Plants Of Old Hawai‘i

Paperback, 101 pp, 6”X9” 
9780935848113 $14.95

Queen Lili’uokalani, 
the Dominis Family, 
and Washington 
Place, their Home

HC, 240 pp, 9” X 12” 
9780692379226 $29.95

Surfer’s Guide 
To Hawai‘i

PB, 160 pp, 6”x9”
$9.95

Hawai‘i Recalls

PB, HC 9” X 7.75”
9780960793822 $9.95

Popular Interest Popular Interest



BessPressEducation.com

AN ONLINE TEACHING TOOL
a cloud-based resource allowing teachers and students to access content from anywhere, on any device

MAP OF HAWAI‘I 
an ideal wall map reference for the home, office, boardroom, library, or classroom

PUBLISHING FOR HAWAIʻI — 41

sized 50” x 32”
flat: $40 

This platform is built upon content derived from foundational curriculum centered around ancient 
Hawai‘i, the Hawaiian Monarchy, and modern Hawaiian history. Highlighting on these themes, 
supplemental materials from state archives, museum collections, and historical databases are also 
referenced and parrallel connections are made to present today’s current news in one source.

BessPressEducation.com

This large format map is a colorful and vibrant visual for the school, office, or home. The map’s 
details and stimulating graphic detail display the entire archipelago and note major place names 
from each island. An inset at the top right corner details the Papahānaumokuākea Marine National 
Monument and the atolls and islands comprising the northwest portion of the island chain.

The digital cartography provides clearly drawn elevation renderings and topographic features 
from each island and the map is printed on double laminated heavy stock paper to provide for 
extra durability and longer lasting color preservation. The lamination application also allows for 
users to write and draw on the map with a dry-eraser pen.

Core Textbooks Primary SourcesJournals, blogs, videos

(pricing and info located in Hawaiian Studies insert)

. . .   HAWAI‘I’S HISTORY   . . .
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A user-friendly introduction 
to the Hawaiian language. 
This illustrated book and 2 
CDs teaches pronunciation, 
conversation, and songs. 
Skills exercises, quizzes, 
and answer keys along with 
glossaries provide structure 
and reinforce content.

Lang uage

LEARN HAWAIIAN AT HOME

hardcover, with audio CD,
black & white,
168 pp, 6” x 9”
9781573062459 
$24.95

This pocket edition is an ideal resource 
for beginning speakers and students 
of the Hawaiian language, or anyone 
interested in Hawaiian history and 
culture. Illustrated with line drawings, 
it includes over 5,000 entries in 
Hawaiian and English, an additional 
2,500 synonyms and related words, 
phrases, grammar notes, and thousands 
of example sentences that illustrate 
practical and cultural uses of the 
language.

Author Kahikāhealani Wight has a degree 
in Hawaiian Studies from the University 
of Hawai‘i at Hilo where she has taught 
Hawaiian language. She currently teaches 
beginning-level Hawaiian language at 
Kapiolani Community College. 

Lang uage

ILLUSTRATED HAWAIIAN DICTIONARY

Reviews
“If you don’t have a Hawaiian dictionary 
start with this one. It is very affordable 
and will serve you well for a long time. 
You can graduate to multiple dictionar-
ies later.” 

–Maui Weekly

paperback,
448 pages, black & white,
9781573062398
$12.95

Hawaiian: A language map
4.5”x11.25”, folded
9780944502174 
$9.95

Learn a new Hawaiian word every day with this illustrated 
perpetual calendar that includes definitions, sample sentences, 
related words and phrases, and song references. A perfect 
home, office, or classroom gift.

ILLUSTRATED HAWAIIAN 
WORD-A-DAY CALENDAR

boxed, 7” x 6”,
9781573062695
$16.00
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Common Birds 
of Hawai‘i
guide, color,
12 panels, folded & laminated,
4” x 9.25”,
9781573061827 
$5.95

Fishes of Hawai‘i
guide, color,
12 panels, folded & laminated,
4” x 9.25”,
9781573061834 
$5.95

Pearl Harbor 
Guide
guide, color,
16 panels, folded & laminated,
4” x 9.25”,
9781573062008 
$5.95

Pearl Harbor 
Insider Guide

4”X9.25” Folded
12 Panels, Laminated
9781573062015 $5.95

Growing 
Vegetables 
In Hawai‘i

paperback, color,
 96 pp, 8.5”X11”,
9781573060806 

$16.95

Growing Fruits 
In Hawai‘i

paperback, color,
 80 pp, 8.5”X11”,
9781573061094 

$16.95

Growing Native 
Hawaiian Plants

paperback, color,
120 pp, 8.5”X11”,
9781573062077 

$16.95

Hawai‘i Wetland 
Field Guide

paperback, color
 304 pp, 6”x8.5”,
9781573062688

$14.95

Plants of Hawai‘i

4”X9.25” Folded
12 Panels, Laminated
9781573062039
$5.95

Flowers of Hawai‘i

4”X9.25” Folded
12 Panels, Laminated
9781573062022
$5.95

Hawaiian Lū‘au 
Cooking

4”X9.25” Folded
12 Panels, Laminated
9781573062046 $4.95

Guides Guides



HAWAI‘I’S SPAM 
COOKBOOKS
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Humorously illustrated recipes for Hawai‘i’s favorite luncheon meat, as well as sardines 
corned beef, and Vienna sausage. Hawai‘i’s Spam Cookbook is a local and national bestseller.

In the new and larger collection, Hawai‘i’s 2nd Spam Cookbook, Ann Kondo Corum again 
presents humorously illustrated recipes incorporating local foods and flavors. You’ll find 
recipes for pupus, main dishes, rice and noodle dishes, breakfast and brunch favorites, 
quick and easy meals, and miscellaneous munchies- all made with SPAM. Another local 
best-seller!

Hawai‘i’s Spam Cookbook
paperback, 160 pp, 8.5”X5.5”,
9780935848496
$14.95

Hawai‘i’s 2nd Spam 
Cookbook
paperback, 160 pp, 8.5”X5.5”,
9781573061353 
$14.95

Pupus... Plus!

Concealed Wire-O,
160 pp, 6”X9”
9781573062299 $12.95

Pupu’s An Island 
Tradition

PB, 184 pp, 5.5”X8.5”
9781573060196 $10.95

Ethnic Foods 
Of Hawai‘i

PB, 240 pp, 6”X9”
9781573061179 $14.95

Hawai‘i Cooks 
Throughout The Year

HC, 8.5”X 11”
9780915013135 $9.95

Hawai‘i Light 
And Healthy

Concealed Wire-O
160 pp, 6”X9”
9781573062084 $12.95

Author Ann Kondo Corum 
was born in Honolulu and 
graduated from Punahou 
School. She has a degree in 
English from California State 
University at Long Beach and a 
Master of Science degree from 
the University of Southern 
California. She is the author/
illustrator of Easy Cooking 
the Island Way, Only in Hawaii, 
Hawai‘i’s SPAM Cookbook and 
Hawai‘i’s 2nd SPAM Cookbook.

Making 
Ribbon Leis

concealed wire-O, color,
 44 pp, 8.5” X 11”,

9781573061384
$12.95

Making 
Eyelash 

Crochet Leis
concealed wire-O, color,

 48 pp, 8.5” X 11”,
9781573061803

$12.95

Making Ribbon 
Leis 2

concealed wire-O, color,
 48 pp, 8.5” X 11”,
9781573061804 

$12.95

Making 
Eyelash 

Crochet Leis 2
concealed wire-O, color,

 48 pp, 8.5” X 11”,
9781573062312

$12.95

Cooking Guides
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The Hawaiian Guestbook is made from recycled materials. 
Created to use for parties, celebrations, and the home. Every 
detail of this book has been thought through. The beautiful 
and colorfully themed hand drawings of indigenous 
Hawaiian flora and fauna add a special touch to the pages. 
The blank spaces and delicate template provides a simple 
outline for people to write in personal notes, if desired, along 
with their contact information. The cover exhibits 3-D 
cutouts of Hawaiian fern and hibiscus.

hardcover , 3-D cover, full-color 
native flora and fauna illustrations,
56 pp, 9.5” x 9.25”,
9781573065283
$24.95

Gift Book

PUKE PO‘E KIPA ‘OLELO 
HAWAI‘I GUESTBOOK

He Puke Nō Nā Pēpē Hawai‘i Baby Book is made from recycled 
materials. This is the perfect baby memory book gift for 
expecting mothers and families. This beautiful, gender-
neutral and colorfully themed keepsake book incorporates 
light anecdotes about growing up as a child in Hawai‘i. The 
bilingual text, in Hawaiian and English, provides a simple 
outline for parents to capture the essence of first experiences, 
baby memories, and the special bonds that take place between 
‘ohana (family), keiki (children), and the surrounding ‘aina 
(land). Also includes spaces for photo inserts and blank note 
pages.

hardcover, 3-D cover,
blank and lined note pages,
color illustrations,
64 pp, 9.5” x 9.5”,
9781573063227
$34.95

Gift Book

HE PUKE NŌ NĀ PĒPĒ 
HAWAI‘I BABY BOOK
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see more on next page

SHOPPING, LOCAL STYLE

FITTED WIT’ DA BESS PRESS
1 Hat, 4 Shirts, 1 Book, 1 Podagee Horseshoe Box

BRANDED PARTNERSHIP

Casual conversation between David DeLuca, of Bess Press, and 
Keola Rapozo, of FITTED, about themes of identity led to the idea 
of creating a line of wearable apparel inspired by language. In 
Hawai‘i pidgin acts as the needle threading the fabric of local 
identity between ethnicities and cultures. It is an entry point into 
the dynamic fabric of mixed people that make up our community. 
As a multi-generational kama‘aina, pidgin is a part of Keola’s 
soul. Pidgin has integrated itself throughout Keola’s life with 
family, friendships, and even business. As a publisher, David 
has partnered to produce books by authors who propagate and 
authenticate pidgin as a language of Hawai‘i and a representation 
of Hawai‘i’s people. Bess Press began distributing the popular 
“Pidgin to da Max” series back in the 1980s. It was a book that 
Keola and his friends grew up with. The apparel series on these 
pages is a collaboration of that shared enthusiasm for expression 
through language and is inspired by that pidgin series.

* FITTED wit’ da Bess Press 40th Anniversary Lei Logo sewn on all apparel

Pidgin Apparel

ABOUT FITTED
FITTED was founded in 2005, by ex pro-skater Rene 
Matthyssen and former Tori Richard designer Keola 
Naka‘ahiki Rapozo, to fill the void of custom New Era 
caps and penetrate a market that was missing the voice 
of the people. The aim of FITTED’s mission is to teach 
the youth the importance of embracing culture and 
history, while maintaining a high standard of quality, 
functionality, and aesthetics.

With strong support from the local community, 
FITTED has established itself as a world renowned and 
respected brand. The flagship FITTED store is located 
in the heart of Honolulu, Hawai‘i, across the street from 
the world famous Ala Moana Shopping Center and its 
beaches. FITTED has matured from a simple hat brand 
into a fully-fledged clothing company that produces 
t-shirts, accessories, and outerwear. A large attribute 
of FITTED’s success is the exclusivity and unique story 
behind each product pulling from Hawaiian history and 
culture.

Paradise, Go Stay Go
Exclusive-Pidgin Edition

Mens Long Sleeve Tee-Black
100% Cotton
Standard Fit, Small - 3X-Large
$36.00

FITTED + Bess Press1979-2019
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BRANDED PARTNERSHIP

Aloha Fo Days 
9FIFTY Hat – Black
Exclusive-Limited Edition
New Era 9FIFTY, 100% Wool, Standard 
Fit, One Size Fits Most
$54.99

stitched Bess Press 
40th Anniversary Logo

Fitted 
pidgin 
slogan

Easy, Easy 
Exclusive-Limited Edition

Tee–Gray
Mens Short Sleeve Tee

100% Cotton
Standard Fit, Small - 3X-Large

$34.00

Pidgin to da Max 
40th Anniversary 
Box Set
Exclusive-Limited Edition

MOKEMOBILE
Exclusive-Limited 
Edition
Tee–White 
Mens Short Sleeve Tee
100% Cotton, Standard Fit, 
Small - 3X-Large
$34.00

Da Shaka
Exclusive-Limited 
Edition
Tee – Red 
Mens Short Sleeve Tee
100% Cotton
Standard Fit
Small - 3X-Large
$34.00

Aloha Fo Days
Exclusive-Limited 

Edition
Tee – Black 

Mens Short Sleeve Tee
100% Cotton
Standard Fit

Small - 3X-Large
$34.00

Set includes: 
• Aloha Fo Days 9FIFTY hat
• 1 exclusive short sleeve Tee
• 1 Pidgin to da Max book
• 1 Pidgin to da Max sticker set

$80.00 limited quantities available
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Book Highlight / originally published 2012

SIGNIFICANT MOMENTS 
IN DA LIFE OF 

ORIENTAL FADDAH 
AND SON

Pidgin

Pidgin is an identifier of Hawai‘i. It is a bloodline and 
it is a thread that weaves itself through each island, 
neighborhood, and ethnicity. It acts as connective tissue 
to local identity. This is evident in the impressive amount 
of pidgin literature that has been written and published. 
Publishing pidgin has been part of Bess Press since the 
earliest days of our 40 year history and almost each 
time one of our pidgin publications is released there is an 
enthusiastic reception from readers.

Significant Moments in da Life of Oriental Faddah and 
Son is no exception. This work may be one of the most 
poignantly written semi-autobiographical accounts that 
defines growing up while trying to figure out individual 
Asian American identity. In this case, Okinawan identity. 
The book is a collection of poetry, but reads like a 
biography or memoir. It is an easily accessible read for 
those not familiar with pidgin and it connects on so many 
personal levels regardless of ethnic identification.

This book is about life, its highs and lows. At times it 
is straight-up hilarious, and, at times, it straight up hits 
you in the gut. Tonouchi’s words compel you to read this 
book out loud–reveling in pidgin. Readers may approach 
the content as outsiders, but end the book feeling like 
an observant friend who accompanied Tonouchi along 
through family dinners, trips to the store, first-time 
experiences, and more. 

There is no denying that Lee Tonouchi is a gifted 
storyteller. His story is real Hawai‘i. This story is an 
important contribution to Asian Pacific American 
Literature. In fact, it won the First Prize for Poetry/
Prose Book Award from the Association of Asian 
American Studies, a nationally recognized event amongst 
universities and colleges across the U.S. So if you haven’t 
already, try, go read em.

Author Da Pidgin Guerrilla Lee 
A. Tonouchi is one full-on 100 
percent Uchinanchu yonsei 
born and raise in Hawai‘i. 
Him da writer of da award-
winning book of Pidgin short 
stories Da Word (Bamboo Ridge, 
2001), author of da Pidgin 
essay collection Living Pidgin: 
Contemplations on Pidgin Culture 
(Tinfish, 2002), compiler of 
Da Kine Dictionary: Da Hawai‘i 
Community Pidgin Dictionary 
Projeck (Bess, 2005), and editor 
of Buss Laugh: Stand Up Poetry 
from Hawai‘i (Bess, 2009). Da 
guy’s also one accomplished 
playwright. Da Honolulu Theatre 
for Youth wen do his play Three 
Year Swim Club (2010). An den 
Kumu Kahua Theatre wen stage 
his plays Gone Feeshing (2004), 
Living Pidgin (2007), and most 
recently Da Kine Space (2011). Dis 
his firstest poetry collection.

Reviews
Da Pidgin Guerrilla strikes again. Locals know that we are 
Orientals, not Asian Americans, which is why we could 
never speak of ejaculation, losing a mother, or enemas 
to our Oriental Faddah. Tonouchi speaks what we never 
said but wished we had to our own father, mother, and 
grandparents. His work is more than a confessional, 
a treatise on Okinawan pride, or just a tribute to his 
ancestors. This crafty humorist captures the innocence 
and wonderment of our youth trying to explain the world 
in the kind of twisted logic that seemed to make so much 
sense at the time. Check out his explanation of why SPAM 
is the SUPER Okinawan food. The sophistication of his 
storytelling illuminates our lives in unexpected, passionate, 
and touching ways. Read dis one and laugh. Den read um 
again and cry. And come to understand that this Oriental 
son speaks for us all. 
—Darrell H.Y. Lum, co-editor, Bamboo Ridge

Lee Tonouchi is one gifted, funny, honest brother. His book 
is a small miracle—in the voice of a young boy to a young 
man who takes you by the hand and heart into da real 
Hawai‘i—to the folks who truly make these islands unique—
a must for any reader who wants to know the truth behind 
the fantasy. An important contribution to Asian Pacific 
American literature and a true gift to all Hawai‘i locals to be 
able to see themselves reflected so beautifully in this work. 
Amen —Ishle Yi Park, author, The Temperature of This Water

Each poetic episode, when read in one sitting, becomes 
a significant moment in Lee Tonouchi’s moving book. He 
retains the spirit of Aloha and the Uchinanchu soul in each 
of his poems. His level of perception and insight into people 
is astonishing. Funny, tearful and heartfelt. All poignant, 
delightful and entertaining. Tonouchi, da bugga, terrific ear 
for story-telling. He show pidgin got one place in American 
stories. Read his Significant Moments. You find out. 
—Jon Shirota, author, Lucky Come Hawaii

paperback, black & white
152 pages, 7 “x 9”
9781573063340
- biography, memoir, pidgin
$14.95
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A local favorite, Pidgin To Da Max is an amusingly illustrated 
dictionary of Pidgin English. After its first publication over 
35 years ago, the witty Pidgin definitions and descriptions, 
combined with humorous illustrations, still widely entertain 
locals and island visitors. 

With the definitions of most of the words and phrases 
given in Pidgin, the book is a humorous introspective for 
Hawaii’s locals about the language they hear and speak on 
a day-to-day basis.

Pidgin To Da Max is an amusing cartoon-illustrated dictio-
nary of Pidgin English. The book has been referenced as the 
“one” Hawaii book “every” local must own. 

Pidgin

PIDGIN TO DA MAX

Reviews
“If you’ve been around the 
islands for a while you must 
have run into Peppo’s Pidgin 
to Da Max 1981, its sequel 
Peppo’s Pidgin to Da Max Hana 
Hou 1992, and the compan-
ion volume Hawaii to Da Max 
1992. The news is good. All 
three books are back in print 
or still in print? whatevahs 
yeah!

Pidgin to Da Max is a kind 
of pidgin dictionary with 
words ranging from act, 
as in no act, meaning don’t 
show off or be cool, all the 
way to zoris, defined here as 
sleepahs. Douglas Simonson, 
aka Peppo, has illustrated the 
whole book with great and 
very funny cartoons.”  
–Maui Weekly

“Now? if you really want to 
have some fun with pidgin 
these are two great books... 
the book is in a cartoon for-
mat and presents commonly 
used pidgin words in dictio-
nary order–there’s really no 
other way to do it... While 
reading these books you’ll be 
quite amazed at the versatil-
ity of pidgin even if you can’t 
quite understand it yet!”  
–HawaiiBooks.com

paperback, 
black & white illustrations,
112 pp, 7.5”x9.25”,
9781573065290
$14.95

Pidgin

PIDGIN TO DA MAX HANA HOU!

Da Kine 
Dictionary

PB, 112 pp, 6”X9”
9781573061360
$12.95

Pidgin Grammar

PB, 128 pp, 6” X 9”
9781573061698
$11.95

The Da Lima 
Code

PB, 128 pp, 6”X9”
9781573062701
$9.95

Buss Laugh

PB, 5.5”X8.5” 
9781573063166
$9.95

Pupus To 
Da Max!

PB, 150 pp, 
7.5”X9.25”
9780935848380
$10.95

Pidgin To Da Max 25th 
Anniversary Edition

Pidgin to da Max and 
Pidgin to da Max Hana Hou 
combined
paperback,  
black & white illustrations,
208 pp, 7.5”x9.25”,
9781573062503
$18.95

paperback, 
black & white illustrations, 
112 pp, 7.5” x 9.25”,
9780935848410 
$12.95



LOOKING BACK

Only In Hawaii
by Ann Kondo Corum
originally published 1989

“Only in Hawaii” was published as a collection of things unique and dear to local residents. Ann 
Corum’s clever line drawings perfectly captured the “all-mix-up” charm of life in Hawaiʻi. Her spot 
on observations and delightful illustrative style chronicled some of the ways and eccentricities so 
often seen in Hawaiʻi. The intention of this publication was to offer readers a humorous read, about 
themselves and people they knew, while also providing newcomers some small insight into the 
characters and characteristics of local peoples.   

Only in Hawai‘i 
The journal interiors are made up of 120 heavy weighted wood-free pages The 
illustrations and commentary from this book are all available once again in the 
interactive journal Only in Hawaiʻ i. that are ideal for use with ballpoint pens, 
markers, and pencils. The textured paper is good for use as a writing journal, daily 
diary, or note taking in classes or meetings. 

120 pages, 8” x 8” with rounded corners, 9781573065405 $16.95

Only in
Hawai‘i

JOURNAL





MAP OF MICRONESIA
an ideal wall map reference for the home, office, boardroom, library, or classroom

PACIFIC CENTERED WORLD MAP
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sized 50” x 32”:
flat: $40 

sized 50” x 32”:
flat: $40 

The map is printed on double laminated heavy stock paper to provide for extra durability and 
longer lasting color preservation. The lamination application also allows for users to even write and 
draw on the map with a dry-eraser pen.

The map is printed on double laminated heavy stock paper to provide for extra durability and 
longer lasting color preservation. The lamination application also allows for users to even write and 
draw on the map with a dry-eraser pen.

This map was designed to showcase the many islands and atolls comprising the expansive region. 
Each of the larger islands are detailed with map insets and list specific demographic information 
related to each large nation or territory. The digital cartography provides clearly drawn elevation 
renderings and topographic features from each island. 

Special emphasis on this world map was given to showcasing the Pacific region and Oceania as 
being in the center. The specific alignment renders a more comprehensive visual as to the region’s 
physical location with relationship to the larger globe. Like the Micronesia map, this map is also 
comprised of digital cartography rendering clearly drawn elevation and topographic features. 
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Geckos Surf

Board book, 16pp, 5 x 
6in
1933067047 $7.95

Geckos Go to Bed

Board book, 16pp, 5 x 
6in
1933067268 $8.95

Aloha Zoo

Board book, 16pp,  
5 x 6in
9781933067322 $7.95

All Pau with Diapers

Board book, 18pp,  
5 x 6in
9781933067728 $7.95

Baby’s Book of 
Firsts in Hawaii

Board book, 18pp,  
5 x 6in
9781933067759 $7.95

Baby’s First  
A-B-C’s in Hawaii

Board book, 16pp,  
5 x 6in
9781933067704 $7.95

Baby’s First Colors 
in Hawai‘i

Board book, 16pp,  
5 x 6in
9781933067964 $7.95

1-2-3 Saimin In Hawai‘i

Board book, 20pp,  
5 x 6in
9781933067469 $8.95

Gecko One and 
Gecko Two in Hawaii

Board book, 18pp, 5 x 
6in
9781933067612 $7.95

Animals Sing Aloha

Board book, 20pp,  
5 x 6in
9781933067292 $7.95

Down At the Beach

Board book, 16pp,  
5 x 6in
9781933067414 $7.95

Hawaiian Ocean 
Lullaby

Board book, 16pp, 5 x 
6in
9781933067681 $7.95

Dogs at the Beach 
in Hawai‘i

board book, 18 pp, 5”x 6”
9781933067346 $7.95

G IS FOR GECKO

HC, 38 pp, 8” x 9”
9781933067513 $12.95

Honu and Moa

hc, 32 pp, 9” x 8”
9781933067957 $12.95

Hi‘iaka Battles 
the Wind

board book, 16 pp, 5”x6”
9781933067995 $7.95

Māui Hooks 
the Islands

board book, 16 pp, 5”x6”
9781933067766 $7.95

My Day at the 
Beach in Hawaii

hard cover
20pp, 4.25 x 6in
9781933067100 $8.95

Hina

board book, 16 pp, 5”x6”
9781933067780 $7.95

Māui Slows the Sun

hc, 16 pp, 5”x6”
9781933067988 $7.95

BeachHouse Publishing: Books for Hawai‘i’s Kids
BeachHouse Publishing was established as an imprint of Mutual Publishing in 2003.  BeachHouse is a Hawai‘i-
based company that specializes in publishing Hawaiiana books for kids, including picture books, board books, 
activity books, and more. Their publishing goal is to offer a wide range of books for Hawai‘i's kids. BeachHouse 
books are meant to educate the Island's children—and the world—about Hawai‘i's unique culture, history, ethnic 
landscape, and geography.

BeachHouse
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Ten Little Surfers 
in Hawaii

hard cover
18pp, 5 x 6in
9781933067070 $7.95

One to Ten in Hawaii

hard cover
18pp, 5 x 6in
9781933067742 $7.95

Noodles For Baby

hard cover
20pp, 5 x 6in
9781933067407 $7.95

Pele Finds a Home

board book, 18 pp, 5”x6”
9781933067773 $7.95

Naupaka

board book, 16 pp, 5”x6”
9781933067797 $7.95

Up in the Hawaiian Sky

hard cover
18pp, 5 x 6in
9781933067551 $7.95

Twinkle, Twinkle, 
Small Hōkū

board book, 18 pp 
9781933067537 $7.95

Slippery Fish

board book, 18 pp 
9781933067575 $7.95

Slippers in Hawaii

hard cover
18pp, 5 x 6in
9781933067605 $7.95

Rock-a-Bye Baby 
in Hawai‘i

board book, 16 pp 
9781933067674 $7.95

Sand Mouse’s Soup 

board book, 18 pp, 5”x6”
9781933067735 $7.95

Shave Ice in Hawai‘i

board book, 16pp
9781933067698 $7.95

BeachHouse

Kamehameha Publishing
Kamehameha Publishing supports Kamehameha Schools’ mission by publishing and distributing Hawaiian 
language, culture, and community-based materials that engage learners as well as reinforce and invigorate 
Hawaiian cultural vitality.



 —  PUBLISHING FOR HAWAIʻI — 7170 — BESS PRESS — 40TH

ʻEha Koʻu ʻŌpū / My 
Ōpū Hurts (bilingual)

board book
24 pages, 5” x 7”
9780873362108 bilingual
$8.00

Ko‘u Wawae / My 
Wawae (bilingual)

board book, color, 5” x 7”
9780873362375 $8.00

I Kahakai / At the 
Kahakai (bilingual)

board book, color, 5” x 7”
9780873362122 $8.00

Ka Pāna Pā Hale 
/ Backyard Jam 
(bilingual)

board book, color
16 pp, 5” x 6”
9780873362078 $8.00

Ko‘u Lima / My Lima

board book, 16 pp, 5”x 7”
9780873362368 $8.00

Ma Kou Lū‘au 
/ At My Lū‘au

Board book, 20 pp, 5” x 7”
9780873362085 
$8.00

Nou Kēia? / Is This 
Yours? (bilingual)

board book, 16 pp, color, 
5” x 6”
9780873362115 $8.00

Na Wai Lā? / Who 
Ate It? (bilingual)

board book, color, 5” x 7”
9780873362092 $8.00

Aia He Kāheka 
/ There’s a Tide 
Pool (bilingual)

hard cover, 24 pp, 
9.5” x 8”
9780873362740 bilingual
9780873362757 Hawaiian
$12.00

‘Ai‘ai (bilingual)

hard cover, color
36 pages, 5” x 6”
9780873362573 bilingual
9780873362771 Hawaiian
$12.00

E ʻAi I Kekahi, E 
Kāpī I Kekahi/ Eat 
Some, Salt Some

hard cover, color, 8” x 9”
9780873362566 bilingual
978087336286 Hawaiian
$12.00

He Ka‘ao No 
Huawahine Laua‘o 
Meheanu / A Tale 
of Hauwahine 
and Meheanu

hard cover, 40 pages, 
color, 9”x8.5” 
9780873362047 $12.00

No Pūnia me ka 
Lua Ula / Punia 
and the Lobster 
Cave (bilingual)

hard cover, 32 pp
color, 8.5” x 11”
9780873362559 bilingual
9780873362764 Hawaiian
$12.00

I Mea Aha ke Kai? /
What is the Kai for?

hard cover, color, 8” x 9”
9780873362535 bilingual
9780873362870 Hawaiian
$12.00

Lauka‘ie‘ie: A Hawaii 
Legend Retold

hard cover, 32 pp, color, 
8.5” x 11”
9780873361644 $19.95

Na Keiki ʻElima 
/ The Five Keiki

hard cover, color, 8” x 9”
9780873362528 bilingual
9780873362887Hawaiian
$12.00

Mohala Mai‘o 
Hau / How Hau 
Became Hau‘ula

hc, 32 pp, 8.5”x11”
9780873362399 $16.00

‘O Kelekolio, Ka 
Manini Li‘ili‘i Kelekolio, 
The Little Manini

hard cover, 20 
pp, color, 8” x 9”
9780873362511 bilingual
9780873362894 Hawaiian
$12.00

Nā Makana a 
Nā Iʻa / The Fish 
and Their Gifts

hard cover, 20 pp, color, 
8” x 9”
9780873360814 $16.00

Between the Deep 
Blue Sea and Me

paperback, color, 6” x 9”
9780873362061 $15.00

Images of Aloha: 
Photography by 
Luryier “Pop” Diamond

9780873360708
$59.95

Ka Honua Ola / 
The Living Earth

Hardcover
179 pages, color
9780873362306 $24.00

I Am Creature of 
the Tides: What 
Am I? (bilingual)

hc, color, 64 pp, 10.5”x8”
9780873360913 $16.00

Na Ka ‘Elepaio Kolohe 
/ The Naughty Elepaio

hard cover, 32 pp, color, 
11” x 8.5”
9780873361583 bilingual
9780873361699 Hawaiian
$14.95

ʻO Kaina Ke Kumu 
Koa / Kaina the Koa 
Tree (bilingual)

hard cover, 36 pp, color, 
11” x 8.5”
9780873362207 bilingual
9780873362214 Hawaiian
$14.95

No Ka ʻĪlio Moʻo 
/ The Brindled 
Dog (bilingual)

hard cover, 32 pp, color, 
11” x 8.5”
9780873361569 bilingual
9780873361675 Hawaiian
$14.95

No Ke Kumu ʻUlu / The 
ʻUlu Tree (bilingual)

hard cover, 36 pp, color, 
11” x 8.5”
9780873361552 bilingual
9780873361668 Hawaiian
$14.95

No Ka Wai o Ka Puna 
Hou / The Water of 
Puna Hou (bilingual)

hard cover, 36 pp, color, 
11” x 8.5”
9780873361590 bilingual
9780873361705 Hawaiian
$14.95

No ke Anilā: Our 
Hawai‘i Weather 
(bilingual)

hard cover, 28 pp, color, 
5” x 7”
9780873362351 bilingual
978087336254 Hawaiian
$10.00

Hawai‘i Island 
Legends: Pele, 
Pikoi and others

paperback, 250 pp, 6” x 9”
9780873362436 $14.95

Ruling Chiefs 
of Hawaiʻi

hard cover, 527 pp, 
6” x 9”
9780873360159 $44.95

Kamehameha: The 
Rise of a King

soft cover, 224 pages
6” x 9”
9780873363204 $12.00

Hānau Ka Ua / 
Hawaiian Rain Names

Hardcover: 327 pages
6.2” x 8.8”
9780873362467 $30.00

Resource Units in 
Hawaiian Culture

Paperback, 320 pp, 
8.8”x11” 
9780873360166 $21.95

Kohala Kuamoʻo: The 
Race to Save a King

hard cover, color, 
8.5” x 11”
9780873362320 $16.00

Kamehameha 
the Great

paperback, B & W 
133 pp, 7” x 8.5”  
9780873360227 $11.95

David Kalākaua

paperback, B & W 
128 pp, 7” x 8.5” 
9780873360418 $9.95

Lili’uokalani

paperback, B & W 
112 pp, 7” x 8.5” 
9780873360180 $9.95

Princess Bernice 
Pauahi Bishop

paperback, B & W 
101 pp, 7” x 8.5” 
9780873360579 $9.95

Kamehameha V: 
Lot Kapuāiwa

paperback, B & W 
125 pp, 7” x 8.5” 
9780873360395 $7.95

Kamehameha Publishing Kamehameha Publishing
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Kamehameha and His 
Warrior Kekūhaupi‘o
paperback, 588 pp,
6”X 9” 
9780873360562 $29.95

The Water of Kāne 
and Other Legends of 
the Hawaiian Islands
soft cover
221 pp, 6” x 9”
9780873360203 $11.95

Hawaiian Games 
to Play
hard cover, color, 80 pp, 
8.5” x 11”
970873360593 $19.95

Native Hawaiian 
Law: A Treatise
paperback: 1404 pages, 
7” x 9.8”
9780873363426 $50.00

Hulo! Hawaiian 
Word Game

box set, individual game 
pieces, ages 4+, for all 
levels 
2”x7”x33/4” 
9780873362252 $12.00

Kūkulu: Hawaiian 
Playing Cards

box set, playing cards 
ages 5+, for all levels, 
5 1/8” x 4 3/4” 
9780873362016 $10.00

Life in Early Hawai‘i: 
The Ahupua‘a
paperback, 73 pp, 
8.5”x11” 
9780873360388 $13.95

From the Mountains 
to the Sea: Early 
Hawaiian Life
paperback, 191 pp, 
7”x8.5” 
9780873360302 $11.95

poster, color, 27in x 36in $12.95 
(fade resistant ink on acid-free paper)

AHUPUA‘A POSTER & BOOKS

Kamehameha Publishing

Patagonia
Patagonia grew out of a small company that made tools for climbers. Alpinism remains at the heart of a 
worldwide business that still makes clothes for climbing—as well as for skiing, snowboarding, surfing, 
fly fishing, mountain biking and trail running. These are silent sports. None require an engine; rarely do 
they deliver the cheers of a crowd. In each, reward comes in the form of hard-won grace and moments of 
connection with nature. The publishing division of Patagonia produces books about these sports and about the 
environments they are enjoyed within.
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Malama Honua: 
Hokule‘a-A Voyage 
of Hope

320 pages, color
Hardcover
9781938340697 $60.00

Paddling My Own 
Canoe: A Solo 
Adventure on the 
Coast of Molokaʻi 

176 pages, color
Paperback with flaps
9781938340765 $16.95

The Aloha Shirt

240 pages, color
Cloth hardcover
9781938340567 $60.00

Surf Is Where 
You Find It

416 pages, color
Paperback
9781938340260 $24.95

Paddling North: A 
Solo Adventure Along 
the Inside Passage

304 pages, color
Paperback with flaps
9781938340758 $16.95

Swell: A Sailing 
Surfer’s Voyage 
of Awakening

336 pages, color
Hardcover
9781938340543 $35.00

Tools for the 
Grassroots Activist

254 pages, color
Paperback
9781938340444 $24.95

Patagonia

Petroglyph Press
The original owners of Petroglyph Press, the late Stephen and Frances Reed, arrived on the Big Island in 
1958. Through Frances’ work as a Librarian at Hilo Public Library, the Reeds became aware of the demand for 
Hawaiian books that had gone out of print. Sparked by their desire to resurrect these valuable and popular 
books, they decided to enter the publishing business. As part of their interest in Hawai‘i, they also studied with 
fascination the abundance of petroglyphs on the Big Island of Hawai‘i. They decided to name their company 
Petroglyph Press, in honor of this ancient Hawaiian form of graphic communication. And so, in September of 
1962, Petroglyph Press was born.
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Pele, Volcano 
Goddess of Hawaii

Paperback, 64 pp
8.5”x5.5”
9780912180786 $14.95

The Life and Times 
of Kamehameha

Paperback, 132 pp
8.5”x5.5”
9780912180793 $16.95

Plants Of Hawai‘i

Paperbound, 124 pp
5.5”x8.5”
9780912180717 $17.95

Kanehūnāmoku: A 
Story of Old Hawaii

Paperbound, 64 pp
8.5”x11” 
9780912180779 $9.95

Practical Folk 
Medicine of Hawai‘i

Paperbound, 120 pp
5.5”x8.5” 
9780912180687 $17.95

The Story of Lauhala

Paperbound, 64 pp, 
5.5”x8.5”
0912180528 $8.95

Kona Legends

Paperbound, 56 pp
5.5”x8.5”
0912180545 $7.95

Tropical Organic 
Gardening

Paperbound, 84 pp 
5.5”x8.5”
0915180579 $9.95

A Concise History of 
the Hawaiian Islands 

Paperbound, 86 pp
5.5”x8.5”
0912180560 $12.95

Hawaiian Legends 
of Volcanoes

Paperbound, 120 pp 
5.5”x8.5” 
9780912180755 $19.95

Hilo Legends

Paperbound, 68 pp
5.5”x8.5”
9780912180656 $9.95

Hina—The Goddess 

Paperbound, 56 pp
8”x8” 
9780912180663 $12.95

I‘A, Sea Life 
Coloring Book

$9.95

Petroglyphs of Hawai‘i

Paperbound, 64 pp
5.5”x8.5” 
0912180609 $8.95

Stars over Hawaii

Paperback, 72 pp 
8.5”x11” 
9780912180731 $19.95

Iwa: The Hawaiian 
Legend

Paperback, 54 pp, 
5.5”x8.5” 
9780912180724 $9.95

Pele and Hi‘iaka, A 
Tale of Two Sisters

Paperback, 88 pp, 
5.8”x8.2” 
9780912180694 $14.95

Legends of Maui

Paperback, 116 pp, 
8.5”x5.5” 
9780912180762 $19.95

Petroglyph Press

UH Press - University of Hawai‘i Press
The University of Hawai‘i Press supports the mission of the university through the publication 
of books and journals of exceptional merit. It strives to advance knowledge through the 
dissemination of scholarship—new information, interpretations, methods of analysis—with a 
primary focus on Asian, Pacific, Hawaiian, Asian American, and global studies. It also serves 
the public interest by providing high-quality books and resource materials of educational 
value on topics related to Hawai‘i’s people, culture, and natural environment. Through its 
publications, the Press seeks to stimulate public debate and educate both within and outside 
the classroom.
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Hawaiian Myths of 
Earth, Sea, and Sky

Paperback, 88 pp, 6”x9” 
9780824811716 $11.99

A is for Aloha, 2nd Ed

hard cover
64 pp | 50 color photos
9780824876548 $16.99

Fables from 
the Garden

hard cover
40 pp
9780824820367 $16.99

Fables from the Sea

hard cover
40 pp
9780824822248 $16.99

Hawai‘i is a Rainbow

hard cover
64 pp
9780824810078 $15.99

Plantation Child 
and Other Stories

hard cover
80 pp
9780824815967 $11.99

Sun and Rain

hard cover
48 pp | 44 color illus.
9780824830885 $15.99

Hawaiian Legends 
of Dreams

hard cover
160 pp | 60 illus., 20 in 
color
9780824829612 $21.99

Hawaiian Mythology

Paperback
608 pp
9780824805142 $26.99

Hawaiian Tales 
of Heroes and 
Champions

Paperback
128 pp
9780824810764 $16.00

Hawaii’s Story by 
Hawaii’s Queen 
Liliuokalani

hard cover
496 pp
9780988727823 $37.00

In Haste with 
Aloha: Letters and 
Diaries of Queen 
Emma, 1881-1885

hard cover
256 pp | 28 b&w 
illustrations
9780824857837 $45.00

Mark Twain’s Letters 
from Hawaii

Paperback
320 pp
9780824802882 $18.99

Hawaiian Legends of 
the Guardian Spirits

hard cover
128 pp
9780824825379 $26.99

The Echo of Our Song: 
Chants and Poems 
of the Hawaiians

Paperback
252 pp
9780824806682 $28.00

The True Story of 
Kaluaikoolau: As Told 
by His Wife, Piilani

Paperback
160 pp
9780970329301 $17.00

Picture Bride Stories

hard cover
328 pp | 86 b&w 
illustrations
9780824866242 $39.99

Tadaima! I Am Home: 
A Transnational 
Family History

Paperback
176 pp | 30 b&w 
illustrations
9780824877279 $17.99

Bayonets in Paradise: 
Martial Law in Hawaii 
During World War II

hard cover
512 pp | 34 b&w 
illustrations
9780824852887 $45.00

Who You? Hawaii Issei

Paperback
120 pp | 40 b&w 
illustrations
9780824877286 $20.00

Sovereign Sugar: 
Industry and 
Environment in Hawaii

hard cover, 396 pp | 21 
illustrations, 4 maps
9780824839499 $39.00

Who Owns Crown 
Lands of Hawai‘i?

Paperback
504 pp
9780824832117 $30.00

Food and Power in 
Hawaii: Visions of 
Food Democracy

Paperback, 236 pp | 10 
b&w illustrations
9780824876784 $28.00

Nana I Ke Kumu (Look 
to the Source), Vol. 1

Paperback
240 pp
9780961673802 $17.00

Nana I Ke Kumu (Look 
to the Source), Vol. 2

Paperback
348 pp
9780961673826 $19.00

Pacific Island 
Environments 
and Society

PB, 452 pp, 8.5” X 11”
$48.00

Hawai‘i’s Kōlea: The 
Amazing Transpacific 
Life of the Pacific 
Golden-Plover

Paperback, 80 pp | 54 
color illustrations
9780824866969 $16.99

Hawaiki Rising: 
Hokulea, Nainoa 
Thompson, and the 
Hawaiian Renaissance

hard cover
344 pp | 64 b&w 
illustrations
9780824877354 $29.99

The Lives of Hawai‘i’s 
Dolphins and Whales: 
Natural History and 
Conservation

Paperback, 352 pp | 173 
color illustrations
9780824859985 $24.99

Pathway of the 
Birds: The Voyaging 
Achievements of 
Maori and Their 
Polynesian Ancestors

Paperback, 288 pp
400+ maps, 
photographs, diagrams 
and illustrations
9780824878658 $39.00

Shore Fishes of Hawaii

Paperback
240 pp | 475 color illus.
9780824834272 $19.99

Words from the Fire: 
Poems by Jidi Majia

Paperback
160 pp
9780824879785 $25.00

Trees of Hawaii

Paperback
96 pp
9780824813291 $14.99

Sea Turtles of Hawaii

hard cover
64 pp
9780824824341 $19.99

Hawai‘i One Summer

Paperback
96 pp
9780824818876 $14.99

The Hawaiian 
Bat: ‘Ope‘ape‘a

hard cover
40 pp | 25 color illus
9780824827977 $14.99

Fire in the Sea: 
An Anthology of 
Poetry and Art

hard cover
152 pp
9780824816490 $21.99

Hawaii’s White Tern: 
Manu-o-Ku, an 
Urban Seabird

Paperback, 88 pp | 79 
color illustrations
9780824878023 $16.99

Mary Sia’s Classic 
Chinese Cookbook

Paperback
200 pp | 27 illus
9780824837389 $16.99

Pacific Tapa

Paperback
165 pp | 340 color illus., 
10 maps
9780824829292 $31.00

UH Press UH Press
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Ho‘i Hou Ka Mauli Ola: 
Pathways to Native 
Hawaiian Health

Paperback
176 pp | 22 b&w 
illustrations
9780824872731 $18.00

The Past Before 
Us: Mo‘okū‘auhau 
as Methodology

184 pp
9780824873394 $27.00

The Pacific Islands: 
Environment 
and Society

Paperback
472 pp | 262 illus.
9780824835866 $48.00

The Value of Hawaii: 
Knowing the Past, 
Shaping the Future

Paperback
264 pp | 14 illus.
9780824835293 $19.99

The Value of Hawaii 
2: Ancestral Roots, 
Oceanic Visions

Paperback
264 pp | 14 illus.
9780824839758 $19.99

The Hikers Guide 
to O‘ahu: Updated 
and Expanded

Paperback, 400 pages | 
22 images, 87 maps
9780824838997 $21.99

A Photographic Guide 
to the Birds of Hawaii: 
The Main Islands

Paperback
224 pp | 196 color illus.
9780824833831 $19.99

Ka Lei Ha‘aheo: 
Beginning Hawaiian

Paperback
296 pp | line drawings
9780824812591 $32.00

Sand to Sea

hard cover
64 pp
9780824811808 $15.99

The Hikers Guide 
to the Hawaiian 
Islands: Updated 
and Expanded

Paperback, 432 pp | 80+ 
color illustrations & maps
9780824876371 $21.99

Ancient Sites of 
Southeast Asia: A 
Traveler’s Guide 
through History, Ruins, 
and Landscapes

Paperback, 312 pp | 425 
color photographs with 
76 maps and plans
9780824878047 $39.00

Shoal of Time: A 
History of the 
Hawaiian Islands

Paperback
512 pp
9780824803247 $22.99

New Pocket Hawaiian 
Dictionary

Paperback
272 pp
9780824813925 $7.99

Place Names of Hawaii

Paperback, 320 pp, 6”x9” 
9780824805241 $16.99

Hawaiian Dictionary: 
Revised and 
Enlarged Edition

hard cover
600 pp
9780824807030 $36.99

Marshallese-English 
Dictionary

Paperback, 628 pp
6” X 9”
9780824804572 $38.00

New Palauan-
English Dictionary

Hard cover, 552 pp
6” X 9”
9780824813451 $40.00

Ponapean-English 
Dictionary

Paperback, 278 pp
6” X 9”
9780824805623 $26.00

Chamorro-English 
Dictionary

Paperback, 368 pp
6” X 9”
9780824803537 $38.00

Map of Hawaii: The 
Big Island, 9th edition

sheetmap, full-color, 
topographic sheetmap
24 x 30 (unfolded)
9780824877835 $5.95

Map of Kauai: 
The Garden Isle, 
8th edition

sheetmap, full-color, 
topographic sheetmap
9780824852511 $5.95

Map of Molokai and 
Lanai: The Friendly 
Isle and the Private 
Isle, 6th edition

sheetmap, full-color, 
topographic
21 x 18 inches (unfolded)
9780824859480 $5.95

Map of Oahu: The 
Gathering Place, 
7th edition

sheetmap, full-color, 
topographic
25 x 28 inches (unfolded)
9780824830755 $5.95

Map of Maui: The 
Valley Isle, 9th edition

sheetmap, full-color, 
topographic
18.5 x 24 inches 
(unfolded)
9780824873851 $5.95

Nā Mele o Hawai‘i Nei: 
101 Hawaiian Songs

Paperback, 120 pp, 
6.2”x9.2” 
9780870222191 $14.99 

UH Press UH Press
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Located below the Bess Press offices, da Shop 
is Honolulu’s newest bookstore and events 

space.

da Shop carries a wide variety of national, in-
ternational, and local best-sellers, along with a 

hand-picked selection of curios. 

Weekly events are hosted at da Shop, check 
online for the most current listings.

}

telephone 
808. 421. 9460

online 
dashophnl.com

located at:

3565 Harding Avenue, HI 96816

parking available across the street

please drop by da Shop for a visit

Tuesday – Saturday, 10a–6p 
Sunday and Monday, 11a–4p

weekly, monthly, and quarterly event themes 
hosted at da Shop:

keiki hula

storytime/read-alouds

artist presentations

film screenings

author talk stories

live performances

cookbook club and cooking demos

book club pau hana

artisan pop-ups

and more . . .

}

Educators eligible for discounts

da Shop: books + curiosities
an independent bookstore just for Hawai‘i

da Shop, located in Kaimuki, is the perfect community bookstore destination. The stylish design features a 
list of well-known Hawai‘i and Oceania titles, a rotating selection of best-selling national and international 
titles, as well as an award-winning offering of children’s, middle readers and young adult books. Additional 
publications include an expanding list from local, national, and international publishers.

Aiming to set a new standard in print retail, da Shop also offers readers access to a digital database with 
over one million titles, any of which can be ordered in-store and shipped directly to your school or doorstep. 
Throughout the interior, visitors will find a selected offering of curiosities from local and international artisans. 
Visitors can even order audio books at da Shop for use on any personal device.

With locals in mind, da Shop is the ideal resource for easily accessible and in-demand titles for all ages and is 
a special destination for art and creative events.

da Shop is also an events space. An ongoing calendar 
features children talk stories, author and artist exhibitions, 
film screenings, food events, story-times, educator 
presentations, and lectures. Built below the Bess Press offices 
and within the book warehouse, da Shop has been crafted 
to accommodate small or large gatherings, field-trips, and 
private engagements.

EVENTS
AND

WAREHOUSE
SPACE

ROTATING
SEASONAL

BOOK
DISPLAYS

FEATURING
LOCAL 

AUTHORS

da Shop:
books + curiosities
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We know you are busy and you do not spend 
your time ticking boxes, but your feedback 
is important to us. As a thank you, we would 
like to offer you the chance to win a mixed 
book set worth $100.

The closing date for sending in your 
completed survey is May 31, 2020. This way 
we can select a winner and help get your 
free books for your summer reading.

Mahalo for your help.

WE WANT TO 
HEAR FROM YOU

*a member of our staff will contact you to claim your 
prize; books will be a mix of local and non-local 
titles, and can be shipped or picked up in-store.

1 How did you obtain a copy of this 
catalog?

   Mail
   School
   Librarian
   Other

2 How did you first discover Bess Press?
   First time
   Through school
   Friend/colleague
   Online
   Word-of-mouth

3 How long have you been reading and/or 
using Bess Press books?

   Never
   Less than 1 year
   2-4 years
   5+ years

4 How often do you purchase books for 
home or the classroom?

   1-2 times per year
   3-5 times per year
   5 or more times per year

5 What types of books interest you the 
most for the home?

   children’s books
   biography/memoirs
   fiction
   non-fiction
   other                                         

6 What types of subjects interest you the 
most?

   local culture
   Hawaiian culture
   Pacific culture
   language
   other                                         

7 How important are the following 
reasons for buying books?  
(➊➊ very important; ➋➋ quite important; 
➌➌ not very important; ➍➍ no opinion)
personal interest ➊	 ➋	 ➌	 ➍➊	 ➋	 ➌	 ➍

price ➊	 ➋	 ➌	 ➍➊	 ➋	 ➌	 ➍

subject matter ➊	 ➋	 ➌	 ➍➊	 ➋	 ➌	 ➍

for learning/ ➊	 ➋	 ➌	 ➍	➊	 ➋	 ➌	 ➍	
instruction/teaching 

gift buying ➊	 ➋	 ➌	 ➍➊	 ➋	 ➌	 ➍

8 If you are a teacher, how often do you 
use local books in the classroom?

   never
   occasionally 
   quite often
   all the time

9 If you are a general book reader, how 
often do you buy books?

   never
   occasionally
   quite often
   all the time

10 Are you aware of  
BessPressEducation.com

   yes    no

CUSTOMER SURVEY

We value your feedback. Your voice truly does 
influence how and what we publish. Please fill 
in your answers below and mail them back to us 
or complete the survey online at BessPress.com; 
either way you will be eligible to receive a free 
book.

http://besspress.com/


bess press introduces da shop

Children’s Literature, 
Pidgin, Language, 
Hawaiian studies, 
guides, gardening, 
pacific island studies, 
biography, memoirs, 
maps, calendars, 
cuisine, island readers, 
& now bookseller. 

11 Would you like a free trial?
if so please provide your email address:

12 How often do you purchase eBooks for 
personal use?

   1-2 times per year
   3-5 times per year
   5 or more times per year

13 Do you prefer to purchase books online 
or in-store?

   online    in-store    both

14 If you are an educator, what is your area 
of focus?

   early childhood
   4th-6th grade
   7th-8th grade
   high school
   university/community college

15 What types of books would you like 
to see more of, for home or classroom 
use?

 Additional Comments:

Thank you for taking the time to complete 
this questionnaire and for providing us your 
feedback.

Please know all your information is kept 
confidential. If you wish to be eligible for 
a free book, please fill in your name and 
address clearly in the spaces provided below.

Name

Address

email

phone

Please return your questionnaire to: 
Bess Press Customer Survey 
3565 Harding Avenue 
Honolulu, HI 96816

Customer Survey -  continued



children who learn to read become adults who think

READERS
ISLAND

ORDERING INFO—

Bess Press is located at: 
3565 Harding Avenue, Honolulu HI 96816
t) 808. 734. 7159
f) 808. 732.3627
BessPress.com
Hawaii DOE Vendor 007324 - text review copies available upon request
All prices and publication dates are subject to change without notice. 

EDUCATIONAL DISCOUNT
All titles in this catalog are available for a 20% discount off the listed price.

CUSTOMER SERVICE RESOURCES

CALL: 808. 734. 7159 | FAX: 808. 732. 3627 | EMAIL: customerservice@besspress.com

Educational Sales: Dimpna Figuracion | dimpna@besspress.com

Wholesale Sales: contact Bess Press’s main office, 808. 734. 7159 | customerservice@besspress.com

Online: for general product info visit BessPress.com | for online learning visit BessPressEducation.com

 - visit online to gain access to all up-to-date product info including availability, pricing, retail and 
educational sales information

- all orders process and ship within 36 hours. Actual shipping rates based on weight apply for online 
orders. Wholesale and educational shipping rates are applicable to qualifying orders

RETURNS POLICY: All product that is in saleable condition is eligible for return. Returns are to be securely 
packaged and must include a copy of the original order/invoice number. Educational purchase orders 
are eligible for in-store credit only. The cost of returns is the responsibility of the customer. If product is 
received in damaged condition please notify Bess Press.  

WHOLESALE DISCOUNT

- 45% discount on Bess Press general interest titles when purchasing 20 or more copies of any 
one/single title or mixed selection of Bess Press titles. If less than 20 of any one/single or mixed 
selection of Bess Press titles is purchased, then those Bess Press titles only qualify for a 40% 
discount. In order to qualify for this 45% discount a minimum mixed title quantity of 20 or more 
products is required, regardless of whether or not the order is combined with other non-Bess 
Press titles available through Bess Press.

- 40% discount on non-Bess Press titles distributed by Bess Press when purchasing any 1 or more 
copies

- If you are interested in purchasing at a non-returnable discount; please inquire

SHIPPING: If you are a first time retail buyer, your first order will ship for free.  

opposite page photo by Carla Matsui, back cover photo by Elyse Butler

Any order thereafter is subject to a fee of $10. All orders will ship within 36 hours of order receipt and ship via USPS, 
UPS, or FedEx. International orders are subject to actual freight and/or shipping fees based off weight. International 
shipping cost will be determined at time of order. If specific shipping arrangements need to be met, Bess Press will 
work with you in order to accommodate. Retailer may be subject to pay actual freight costs if necessary.

*Educational orders are subject to a 7% of total sale shipping and/or handling fees. 
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