General

he Blue Winged Olive is one of those patterns that has frustrated

many an angler and fly tyer over the years. It can be so hard to

imitate at the tying vice, and many a fly tyer has tried to come

up with a successful pattern. This has led to a plethora of good

patterns out there, all of which that will work at one time or
another. And that’s the frustrating thing, as one pattern might work on a
given night, but go back the next evening and the same pattern might not
get looked at.

Its also a fly that if you are not in the right place at the right time you will
miss the rise as it is so short-lived. So a little local knowledge is a good thing
as the fly does not hatch on the entire length of the river, only in certain areas
and if you can get to know these stretches of the river some fantastic sport
can be had. The blue winged olives really come into their own during the
months of June, July and August, but there are hatches of this insect right
through to the end of the season.

The story of how I came to e it illustrates the importance of observation
for the angler. Some time ago, during a rise of blue winged olives on my
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local river, I was having one of those evenings
put over rising trout they where showing very i
frustrating when there is a good hatch of blue
does not last that long and the last thing you ne
time changing flies.

I got so frustrated that I said to myself maybe I st
an answer to this puzzle as there were so many fish
but none to my fly. As I was stood in the middle of th
to try and collect some samples for analysis. What I co
flour sifting net that I use for such things was an ab
emergers and shucks from the insects after they had ¢
these floating down stream. I took these samples hon
inspection and see what I could come up with.

What I did learn from that evening was that d
on the emerging insect and this had to be why the
that I had been trying to tempt them with. After a
trying to dye CDC feathers to the correct shade and

TYRRELL'S

BLUE WINGEL

OLIVE EMERG

Being surrounded by rising fish but being unable to
tempt one led Jimmy Tyrrell to come up with this
deadly emerger pattern.

TYRRELL'S BLUE WINGED OLIVE EMERGER

HOOK:
THREAD:
TAIL:
BODY:
WING:

BROWN

SIZE 16 DOWN-EYED, SHORT SHANK, FINE WIRE

FIBRES FROM A COQ_DE LEON FEATHER
VERY THIN STRIP OF BROWN MOTTLED THIN SKIN
TWO SMALL BLUE GREY CDC PLUME TIED IN

AND LOOPED BACK
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General

Step One

Tie on the tying silk and wind down to the bend of the

hook.

Step Four

Build up the body to an oval shape with the tying silk.

I
TYING INSTRUCTIONS

Coarse

Step Two

Tie in the coq de Leon feather tall.

Step Five

Step Seven

Pull the CDC plumes forward and tie in.

Step Eight
Pull the remainder of the plumes back with you finger and
thumb and tie down.

TYING TIPS

Tip One

Build up the
underbody info a
nice oval shape
with the tying
thread  before
winding up the
Thin Skin.

Tip Two

Use just three
fiores of well-
marked coq de
Leon for the tail.
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Tip Three
Don't pull the
Thin Skin too tight

when  creating
the body.

Tip Four

Don't trim any of
the loose CDC
fibres as this
is what gives
the patten
its distinctive
appearance.

Tackle

Sea

Step Three
Cut a thin strip of Thin Skin and tie in at the tail.

Wind up the Thin Skin in overlapping turns and tie off.

Step Six
Tie in the CDC plumes.

Step Nine
Whip finish and varnish.

FACT FILE

Telephone:
Email:

Website:

If you have any questions on the tying of these
patterns please feel free to contact me on:

00353 (0) 86 8451257
irishflycraft@gmail.com

www.irishflycraft.com



