


BOLD&BRIGHT

Fashionable Winter Park couple Emily (co-founder of The Grove 
boutique just o! Park Avenue) and Zane (builder and owner of Z 
Properties) Williams have spent the last several years collaborating 
on clean, modern homes packed with personality and details that 
are ideal for the Florida lifestyle. They lived in a two-story home 
that was completed for the 2016 Parade of Homes before finishing 
and moving into this larger home entered in the 2017 Parade of 
Homes. The 3,600-square-foot, one-story home features two detached 
guest suites and garages on the front that lead into a courtyard, 
main living area and then onto the lanai and pool deck.
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(Opposite): The striking courtyard provides a sense of privacy before 
entering the home. Bold choices include the orange chest by Jonathan 
Adler, stately pair of Handley Drive lamps and matching Moss Studio sofas.

(This page): The open, airy living and dining room features interesting 
pops: Society Social Carmen Credenza in pink, a Taylor Burke Home  
Kelly co!ee table, Society Social Essex hostess chairs and Taylor Burke 
Home Don’t Fret pendant.
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ast year’s showcase home was more Bermudan-
style, Alys Beach-inspired with clean white 
exterior and a few gently sloping curves, and 
Zane says this home is just a li!le more of a mod-
ern twist on that. It’s modern without the hard 
edges. It could be described as Palm Beach con-
temporary — especially considering the furnish-
ings and "nishes.

Although Emily does not have formal training in interior design, 
she has a huge passion for it and approaches it much in the same 
way she dresses — colorfully with a!ention to accessories. And 
even though Zane does not have a degree in building, he grew up 
around the construction business and fell into home building 
about nine years ago. There is de"nitely a serious spark when he 
speaks about the process.

“I was actually working on a beach house for a client and was 
coming up with some ideas for something simple. So, the main 
house came out of that idea. We ended up not doing that project 
but I still wanted to use the plan. The front casitas came about 
because I feel there is such a demand with a lot of our clients for 
"rst #oor guest houses and home o$ces outside the main resi-
dence,” Zane says.

The main living area is luxurious without being too formal. The 
windows, doors, custom millwork and architectural details com-
mand a!ention in a comfortable, pleasing way. The high ceilings 
certainly add to the open ambiance.

“You get a di%erent feeling, no ma!er what size the lot, when 
you set the main entrance back from the street with some type 
of courtyard or compound,” Zane explains of the front guest 
suites and garages that shield the main home from the road. It 
makes for a very, very private enclave.

The exterior and interior meld so well it’s hard to know which 
design elements came "rst. “I go a li!le bit more clean-lined 
looking and she takes it and makes it a bit more eclectic,” he 
says. “It’s a good balance because if he did it all, it might be too 
clean and even a li!le severe. It’s good because we kind of meet 
in the middle,” she adds.

One challenge with being in the business is even though the 
home was designed for them, it’s always going to be for sale. 
When asked whether he would duplicate this cherished plan for 
a future home, he says, “Probably not. I don’t like to replicate 
things. I get bored.”

L
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(Opposite): The bright, open kitchen 
features more of the floor-to-ceiling, built-in 
storage with la$ice detail and brass 
hardware, as well as a large island and 
custom cabinets. In a guest bathroom, a 
pair of pre$y scones flank the mirror over 
the Worlds Away lacquer vanity with 
chrome base and hardware.

(This page, top): In the funky family room, 
bright hues reign with the long, luxurious 
Moss Studio sofa, Moss Studio chairs and 
Taylor Burke Home Don’t Fret velvet Marina 
o$oman, and are balanced by the ebony 
floor-to-ceiling entertainment unit. The 
artwork is from the couple’s own collection.

(Le!): The dining room leads to the patio 
with comfortable Society Social Southport 
ra$an swivel chairs surrounding an 
Arteriors Jacob cocktail table.
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“Well, if we did one speci"cally for the Parade again, I think there would be a demand for 
something a li!le di%erent. People certainly remember the details from previous projects 
and are looking for something new,” Emily adds. 

When asked if there were any particular challenges with this project, the couple could not 
think of any. Although completing any home with a hard deadline can be daunting, Zane 
says, “I think construction is a li!le quicker than it used to be. If you do your work up front, 
even if there are a lot of details, it can be done in six or seven months. I realized that build-
ing a one-story is more expensive than a two-story on a per square-foot basis, but a lot of 
buyers are not necessarily using that comparable model.”

“We think what we are doing at this size "ts the market, especially with empty-nesters. 
And having good entertaining space is a huge factor,” she adds. The outdoor areas are 
considered part of that with a large portion of the budget being spent on the landscaping. 
“This landscaping was brought in at full size so it does not need the time to mature. It’s 
instant satisfaction,” Zane explains. Between custom gates and those exterior details, 
they feel it’s all part of what completes the home.

In a guest bath, the Worlds Away white 
lacquer vanity with gold-leaf base and 
hardware is accented by the pink shade 
sconces. 

Emily wanted the master bedroom to feel 
like a hotel suite so the colors are more 
subdued. Furnishings include a Noir 
Furniture gold-plate chest in dark walnut 
and World’s Away Rowan chandelier. 
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RESOURCES
LANDSCAPING! Signature  
Landscape Contractors 

WINDOWS! Windsor/Level One 

DOORS! Windsor/Level One 

FURNISHINGS! The Grove/EWD 
Designs

OUTDOOR"FURNITURE! Brown 
Jordan, JMDesign & Interiors

HOME"TECHNOLOGY/ 
ELECTRONICS! Smart House 

FLOORING! Engineered Walnut/
Paramount Stone Brothers, LLC.

ARCHITECTURAL"DETAILING/
CUSTOM"FEATURES! Daedalus 
Design Studio, LLC.

CLOSETS/STORAGE! Masterpiece 
Closets 

KITCHEN
Cabinets: Frank Benne$, Inc.

Appliances: Aggressive Appliances

Lighting: Taylor Burke and Visual 
Comfort

Countertops: Mystic Granite and 
Marble, Discover Quartz and Granite  

Fixtures: Emtek

BATHS

Cabinets: World’s Away and  
The Grove 

Lighting: Visual Comfort and  
The Grove 

Countertops: Discover Quartz  
and Granite 

Fixtures: Kohler 

In the large master bath, custom cabinetry  
provides a place for everything, with windows  
and mirrors le$ing in plenty of natural light.  

The bold powder bath features wallpaper  
by Brooke Wright Designs and a Taylor Burke  
Home light fixture.

In a feminine guest room, Dana Gibson  
Blue Sultan and 8 Oak Lane blue ginger  
jars sit on the white ostrich Society Social  
Celine console. Pink Barbara Cosgrove  
Plank lamps rest on the Society Social  
Carmen nightstands with bow pulls.
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