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A Sketch of Venetian History 
by Sarah Pierroz 

Type of Manuscript 
Illustrated book, Poetic non-fiction 

Genre:  History, Art History, Cultural Studies, Environmental Science, Italian History,   Art, Illustration
Background

• Venice receives over 22-million tourists a year, and yet many do not know its history.
• This illustrated history serves as a beautiful souvenir  
•  This book weaves together art, ecology, travel and history in a beautifully told story.
• 170 pages (in English)
• 6 Major Historical Eras: from early ecological formations, to modest beginnings, to the    
           height of the Grand Republic, to its collapse, to modern day challenges
• An exquisite history lesson iced with enchanting line drawings on every page

Summary 
A Sketch of Venetian History delightfully illuminates the Venetian Republic’s history, from its 
ecological beginnings to modern day perseverance. It also highlights the city’s artists, historians, 
scientists and modern maestros. This book has an unusual edge to it; it carries a pervasive 
message of deep environmental and climatic concern and of the tragedy of an empire turned 
amusement park in a modern era. 

Biography
Sarah Pierroz created this book while living in a magical seaside village north of Venice, while 
teaching Visual Art & Environmental Science at a United World College. Holding a deep love 
for both art and science, she studied the uniquely integrated Arts & Science Programme at 
McMaster University, in Canada, then specialized in Artist in the Community Education from 
Queen’s University. She then set off to explore the world, working in Africa, the Middle East, and 
is now based in Thailand, chasing another story.

Featuring original, hand-drawn illustrations, A Sketch of Venetian History offers an imaginative overview of the rich and fascinating 
history of Venice. From the lagoon’s early ecological formations and humble settlements to dominating maritime empire, while 
highlighting key figures and innovations, this narrative traces the Republic’s decadent decline and modern-day struggles. Abundant 

with visual metaphor and historical delights, this poetic exploration brings one deeper into the essence of Venice. 

an illustrated story by 
SARAH PIERROZ
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SAMPLE ILLUSTRATIONS



Q & A / TIPS SHEET

Q: What makes A SKETCH OF VENETIAN HISTORY unique? 
A: This book offers an imaginative, engaging and poetic overview of the rich and fascinating history 
of Venice. From the lagoon’s early ecological formations and humble settlements to dominating 
maritime empire, while highlighting key figures and innovations, this narrative traces the Republic’s 
decadent decline and modern-day struggles. It emphasizes the heart and spirit of a culture that 
was innovative, tenacious, courageous, and defied the odds to prevail. Every page of this book 
showcases magical, detailed illustrations that helps you to reimagine the history of Venice. 

Q: Who is A SKETCH OF VENETIAN HISTORY written for? 
A: This book captivates and entertains both adults and teenagers alike. It is written for a family 
touring the city, a twenty-something backpacker on a train, and a nonna and his grandchild sharing 
a gelato in Piazza San Marco. It layers insights into the city’s history, details to search within the city, 
beautiful Italian terms, and captivating facts about exceptional artists, explorers, and scientists that 
formed its influential reach. This book sparks a deep curiosity into the longest-running Republic in 
history. 

Q: What came first, the illustrations or the words?
A: This book started with a sketch that evolved into the cover image. One of the first facts that 
I learned was that Venice is a cluster of over a hundred small islands that had to be reinforced 
with trees from the mainland. I had just visited the forested mountains in the Dolomites and was 
imagining the tremendous effort must have been involved in transporting and installing massive 
tree trunks to buttress and support the islands. Then the playful thought occurred to me - I was 
walking on top of an underwater forest. So I began from there. 

Q: What inspired you and brought you to Venice? 
A: I was teaching Visual Art and Environmental Science at an international college near Venice. 
At first, I traveled for the beautiful architecture, the stunning views, and the gelato. And of course 
for love. The more I returned, the more stories I acquired. Whether making etchings in Tintoretto’s 
original studio, glassblowing in Murano, drawing models in private villas with local artists, or visiting 
water testing sites and flooding response projects, the city opened up its past. Traveling by bike 
throughout Italy, Croatia, Greece, Turkey, Egypt, North American and Scandinavia also revealed 
the Republic’s far-reaching influence. I started reading every book I could find and looked at 
countless prints, maps, and architectural illustrations. This book came together after many years 
of breathing and living the dream of Venice. 

Q: Can you tell us more about the drawings? 
A: I drew with the finest black point pen on large, poster-size paper. The fine illustrations integrate 
maps of the city, architectural drawings, and historical-artistic references to create a unique visual 
language. The fine, flowing lines tie together the human-made structures with the natural world 
and reveal surprising details. From an aerial perspective, the city of Venice is the shape of a fish. 
So I imaged aspects of the city as different creatures, like crabs, fish, spiders, lions, and other 
animals. I avoided using the human form to depict a “Venetian,” as so few Venetians exist, and the 
city is on the brink of its physical extinction. 

Q: Is the author available for an interview? 
A: Yes! She is thrilled to share her perspective and story. 
Please contact her at info@sarahpierrozart.com or through Instagram @sarah.pierroz



Sarah Pierroz created this book while living in a magical seaside village north of Venice while 
teaching Visual Art & Environmental Science at the United World College of the Adriatic in Italy. 

She earned her first degree from McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario graduating from the 
Arts & Science Programme then specialized in the Artists in the Community Education program 
at Queen’s University. She then set off to explore the world, working in Africa, the Middle East, 
Italy and is now based in Thailand. Her next book, A Yoga Journey: Heart Rooted in Sky, will be 
published in 2022. 

AUTHOR BIO



A Sketch of Venetian History: An Illustrated Story will enchant, educate, and challenge readers. This 
book offers a unique portrait of Venice and weaves together many diverse subjects—art, ecology, 
travel, history, all enriched by original line drawings of a unique style found on every page. This 
book illuminates the Venetian Republic’s history through six major eras—from its early ecological 
formations, through its modest beginnings, to the height and potency of the Grand Republic, to 
its collapse, and to its modern day challenges posed by environmentalism and massive tourism.

A beautifully illustrated book exploring a unique take on Venice for curious travellers, lovers of 
history, art, architecture, and the environmentally sensitive. This book also conveys a pervasive 
message of deep environmental and climatic concerns and the tragedy of how a Renaissance 
Empire has been turned into a contemporary amusement park. 

A thorough history accompanied by intricate illustrations, Sarah Pierroz’s A Sketch 
of Venetian History is a must for any person interested in the city’s gripping past. 
Stunning post-modern baroque sketches populate every page, interacting with 
history to an almost unsettling effect.” 
(George Hajjar, Foreword Magazine, November/December 2021)  Read Full Review 

Title    A Sketch of Venetian History: An Illustrated Story
Author   Sarah Pierroz
Genre   Non-Fiction, History, Art History, Cultural Studies, Environmental Science,  
   Italian History, Art, Illustration
Price    29.95 USD
# of pages   170 pages
ISBN   Paperback  9781771611923  
Publication date October 8, 2021
Formats   Print - Special Landscape Edition 9 x 6” 
Item Weight   9.8 ounces
Available on  Amazon, Walmart, Target, IPG Book, WH Smith
Territories sold  Canada, USA, EU, Worldwide shipping

SELL SHEET

Featuring original, hand-drawn illustrations, A Sketch of Venetian History offers an imaginative overview of the rich and fascinating 
history of Venice. From the lagoon’s early ecological formations and humble settlements to dominating maritime empire, while 
highlighting key figures and innovations, this narrative traces the Republic’s decadent decline and modern-day struggles. Abundant 

with visual metaphor and historical delights, this poetic exploration brings one deeper into the essence of Venice. 

an illustrated story by 
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  CONTACT

  Email
  sarah.pierroz@gmail.com

  Website 
  www.sarahpierrozart.com 

  Instagram 
  @sarah.pierroz

  Facebook
  Sarah Pierroz Art

  Publisher
  Canada - Mosaic Press 
  http://www.mosaic-press.com/product/venetianhistory/

  Contact Howard Aster
  info@mosaic-press.com 

  CURRENTLY BEING SOLD ON: 

   Amazon
  
   Mosaic Press (Canada & USA)

   WH Smith

   Buy Locally Via Bookshop

   


