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Background

• Venice receives over 22-million tourists a year, and yet many do not know its history.
• This illustrated history serves as a beautiful souvenir  
•  This book weaves together art, ecology, travel and history in a beautifully told story.
• 170 pages (in English)
• 6 Major Historical Eras: from early ecological formations, to modest beginnings, to the    
           height of the Grand Republic, to its collapse, to modern day challenges
• An exquisite history lesson iced with enchanting line drawings on every page

Summary 
A Sketch of Venetian History delightfully illuminates the Venetian Republic’s history, from its 
ecological beginnings to modern day perseverance. It also highlights the city’s artists, historians, 
scientists and modern maestros. This book has an unusual edge to it; it carries a pervasive 
message of deep environmental and climatic concern and of the tragedy of an empire turned 
amusement park in a modern era. 

Biography
Sarah Pierroz created this book while living in a magical seaside village north of Venice, while 
teaching Visual Art & Environmental Science at a United World College. Holding a deep love 
for both art and science, she studied the uniquely integrated Arts & Science Programme at 
McMaster University, in Canada, then specialized in Artist in the Community Education from 
Queen’s University. She then set off to explore the world, working in Africa, the Middle East, and 
is now based in Thailand, chasing another story.

Featuring original, hand-drawn illustrations, A Sketch of Venetian History offers an imaginative overview of the rich and fascinating 
history of Venice. From the lagoon’s early ecological formations and humble settlements to dominating maritime empire, while 
highlighting key figures and innovations, this narrative traces the Republic’s decadent decline and modern-day struggles. Abundant 

with visual metaphor and historical delights, this poetic exploration brings one deeper into the essence of Venice. 
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