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PARLIAMENTARY BRIEFING 
Westminster Hall Debate:  

Enabling visa - and permit-free working for musicians in the EU 
18 November 2021 at 3:00pm 

Carry on Touring is a coalition which brings together voices from across the music, cultural 
and creative industries sectors to secure cross-party support for an EU-wide cultural work 
permit and visa free travel for touring professionals and artists. 

Ahead of tomorrow’s Westminster Hall debate Carry on Touring are calling on MPs to make 
it clear that we need a workable solution for all touring creatives and professionals to Carry 
on Touring and get his vital part of our economy back to work. 

It’s time for the UK Government to act and find a workable solution 
to get the UK’s Touring Artists and Professionals back to work 

Failure to include an EU-wide cultural work permit and visa free travel for touring 
professionals and artists has had, and will continue to have, a catastrophic impact on all 
touring art forms including theatre, dance, circus, visual arts and music. 

Despite recent good news regarding the UK and Spanish Governments agreement the issue 
of EU – UK touring is not solved and the outlook for many, formerly, touring artists continues 
to be bleak.   

Across the cultural industries, and clearly in Government, there is huge confusion regarding 
the rules of touring across each county. DCMS claim 20 member states allow a form of musical 
touring and six may need a work permit. However, all these countries have different 
requirements and work permit free periods vary from Zero to 7 in any one year to 90 days in 
180. Furthermore, any work in the EU is still restricted to a total of 90 in 180 days.

According to Julia Lopez MP ‘the work of musicians touring in the EU is at the top of [the 
DCMS] agenda’.  

Now is the time to continue to put pressure on the Government to support an 
exemption to enable visa and permit free working for all our touring artists 
and professionals 

On the original UK - EU negotiations: 
What does the UK Government say? 
‘The UK took an ambitious approach during negotiations with the EU on our future 
relationship that would have ensured that touring artists and their support staff did not need 
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work permits to perform in the EU. Regrettably, these proposals were rejected by the EU.’ - 
Julia Lopez MP in response to Carry on Touring. Read the letter sent to Nadine Dorries MP 
here and the reply by Julia Lopez MP here.  

What are the EU saying? 
‘When it comes to the movement of persons, the United Kingdom has chosen to put an end 
to the free movement of European Union citizens to the United Kingdom (and vice-versa).’ ‘In 
our negotiations for the Trade and Cooperation Agreement, the United Kingdom refused to 
include a chapter on mobility, despite the European Union offering to do so and despite both 
parties’ agreement – ahead of the negotiations – in the joint Political Declaration to establish 
non-discriminatory.’ - Stéphanie Riso, Deputy Head of Cabinet, EU Commission in response to 
Carry on Touring. Read the letter sent to Ursula von der Leyen here and the reply here. 

On current UK-EU touring: 

What are UK Government saying? 
‘EU Member States are principally responsible for deciding the rules governing what work 
UK visitors can undertake in their countries. This is why the Government has worked with 
urgency and pace and spoken to every EU Member State about the importance of touring. 
From these extensive discussions, involving ministers, ambassadors and other officials, 20 out 
of 27 Member States have now confirmed that they offer visa and work permit free routes for 
UK musicians and performers undertaking some short-term touring activities. This includes 
most of the biggest touring markets, such as France, Germany, and the Netherlands. All these 
discussions with Member States are important steps in gaining clarity for the sector, and it 
is important to recognise that these visa and work permit free routes are available.’- Julia 
Lopez MP in response to Carry on Touring. Read the letter sent to Nadine Dorries MP here 
and the reply by Julia Lopez MP here.  

What are the EU saying? 
‘These choices by the United Kingdom inevitably mean that the movement of persons 

between the European Union and the United Kingdom will no longer be anywhere near as 
easy as it was until the end of 2020. The European Union and the United Kingdom each have 
a comprehensive domestic legal framework that applies to all third country nationals for 
short-stay travel and long-term mobility. These domestic rules now apply to European Union 
citizens going to the United Kingdom and to United Kingdom nationals going to the 
European Union respectively’. - Stéphanie Riso, Deputy Head of Cabinet, EU Commission in 
response to Carry on Touring. Read the letter sent to Ursula von der Leyen here and the reply 
by Stéphanie Riso here. 

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0551/5902/9959/files/COT_Letter_to_Nadine_Dorries_MP_DCMS.pdf?v=1632393309
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0551/5902/9959/files/MC2021-17203-ED_Response_Document_1.pdf?v=1636278556
https://devoconnect.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/scan.pdf
https://devoconnect.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Re-Ares20216470592-SRiso.pdf
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0551/5902/9959/files/COT_Letter_to_Nadine_Dorries_MP_DCMS.pdf?v=1632393309
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0551/5902/9959/files/MC2021-17203-ED_Response_Document_1.pdf?v=1636278556
https://devoconnect.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/scan.pdf
https://devoconnect.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Re-Ares20216470592-SRiso.pdf
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On future negotiations: 

What are  the UK Government saying? 
‘It is not Government policy to agree visa waivers, and the EU rejected our proposal to 
eliminate work permits for touring artists during negotiations last year. Instead, our focus is 
now on engaging with those Member States that do not offer any visa or work permit free 
routes for touring professionals: Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Greece, Malta, Portugal, and Spain, 
encouraging them to closely align to the UK’s more generous rules. Formal approaches have 
been made to all these Member States, discussions are ongoing at ministerial and official 
level, and we are working with the sector to amplify each other’s lobbying efforts… By 
continuing to work across Government, in collaboration with the sector, and directly with 
Member States, we can support the creative and cultural industries to adapt to new 
arrangements and resume touring with confidence.’ Julia Lopez MP in response to Carry on 
Touring. Read the letter sent to Nadine Dorries MP here and the reply by Julia Lopez MP here. 

What are the EU saying? 
In response to the letter sent by MPs to Ursula Von Der Leyen: 

‘Let me add that the re-opening of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement is not currently 
being considered.’ - Stéphanie Riso, Deputy Head of Cabinet, EU Commission in response to 
Carry on Touring. Read the letter sent to Ursula von der Leyen here and the reply by Stéphanie 
Riso here. 

Carry on Touring Correspondence: 
Carry On Touring letter to Nadine Dorries MP signed by over 1600 touring creatives and 
professionals and industry bodies: 

- Read the full letter here.
- Read the full response from Julia Lopez MP here.

Carry on Touring letter to President Ursula von der Leyen signed by UK MPs and Peers: 

- Read the full letter here.
- Read the full response from Stéphanie Riso, Deputy Head of Cabinet, EU Commission

here.

Contact us 

Campaign Co-ordinator Gill Morris | info@carryontouring.uk 
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