
For a while now, shopping online 
instead of heading to a store has been 
a viable and popular option, but 
buying wine online has been slower 

to catch on. Since NZ entered lockdown in 
March, the opportunity to purchase our 
‘essential’ local beverages remotely has 
provided wineries with an important outlet. 
The key to success in this area is spreading the 
word about which New Zealand wineries are 
selling online – being able to explore their 
range and vintages, cross-checking prices and 
having available insights into the brand and 

history. It can be a fun 
and interesting way to 
shop from your desk. 
Your horizons may be 
increased and, of course, 
there’s no pressure to 
spend if you don’t 
wish to. 

It provides the 
chance to discover wine 
brands not easily 
available from your local 
wine specialist. Some 
that you may not have 
heard of before may 
pique your interest and 
perhaps rekindle your 

interest in others you have enjoyed in the 
past. I now have a section on my website for 
direct-to-consumer sales (camdouglasms.com). 
Now, more than ever, we need to give 
support to local brands, particularly those 
high-quality, smaller ones who don’t have 
access to sizeable marketing budgets.

With the cooler winter weather now here, 
our food choices seasonally adjust and our 
wine selections often change towards 
fuller-bodied or more complex styles. Take the 
road less travelled and discover some mid-year 
wine opportunities. Don’t forget to have a 
look at regions you may be less familiar with.

STEWART TOWN 
THE BOUNDER 
PINOT NOIR 2017 
Central Otago
This single-vineyard 
expression using 
hand-harvested fruit is 
made by wine legend 
Grant Taylor. It’s all 
pure-fruited pinosity and 
sense of place with 
flavours of dark 
raspberry and roses, dark 
cherry and dried herbs 
with smoky oak. Firm 
youthful tannins, clay 
and mineral flavours 
adding structure poise 
and length. RRP $65
stewarttownvineyard.co.nz

ZEPHYR PINOT 
NOIR 2018 
Marlborough
Winemaker Ben Glover, 
sometimes referred to 
as “the janitor”, makes 
fantastic wine. This 
pinot noir is bright, 
pure, floral and fruity. 
It has a plush, fruit-
centric palate 
surrounded by fine easy 
tannins and flavours of 
red tea, strawberry, 
plum and just the right 
measure of oak. It’s the 
perfect wine to contrast 
winter soups or risotto. 
RRP$32 
zephyrwine.com

WAITAKI VALLEY 
CAROLINE’S PINOT 
NOIR 2016 
Waitaki Valley  
North Otago
Hand-harvested fruit 
from a single vineyard 
based almost entirely of 
limestone soil and made 
by wine expert Jeff 
Sinnott, this is a deeply 
complex wine with a 
true sense of place, core 
of fruit, chalky textured 
tannins and judicious 
use of oak. Decant this 
wine for service, and it 
needs a proper pinot 
glass as well. RRP $65
ostlerwine.co.nz

CRAZY BY NATURE 
COSMO RED 2017 
Gisborne
“We’re not standing on 
dirt, but the rooftop of 
another kingdom.” Such 
important words from 
winery owner James 
Millton when we 
consider who we share 
our planet with. Made 
with malbec, syrah and 
viognier, this wine offers 
great value with berry, 
chocolate, baking spice, 
and cashew nut flavours, 
fine tannins and a gentle 
core of minerality.  
RRP $28
millton.co.nz

GREYSTONE PINOT 
NOIR 2018 
North Canterbury
The vineyard for this 
wine is situated on 
limestone-rich soil in 
Waipara. Certified-
organic fruit is 
fermented and matured 
in French oak 
solidifying flavours of 
wild red flowers and red 
berries, distinctive soil 
and baking spices of 
wood. This is a complete 
and harmonious wine 
with soft, almost mealy 
textured tannins and 
vibrant acidity. RRP $42
greystonewines.co.nz

LIME HILL 
VINEYARD PINOT 
NOIR 2017 
Wairarapa
The Johner family 
vineyard in Gladstone 
turns 20 in 2021. Making 
fine pinot noir has been 
their passion for just as 
long. The Lime Hill tells  
a story of spice and 
texture, soil and fruit, 
with flavours of sweet 
rose and ripe cherry, red 
currant and raspberry as 
well as a clear voice of 
vanilla spice and toasty 
wood with firm polished 
tannins. RRP$45 
caros.co.nz

MAHI ALCHEMY 
CHARDONNAY 2018 
Marlborough
If you want to know 
anything about 
Marlborough’s wine 
history and landscape, 
ask Mahi’s winemaker 
Brian Bicknell. You’ll be 
captivated by his wine, 
too. This single-vineyard 
expression of 
Chardonnay showcases 
aromas and flavours of 
white fleshed orchard 
fruits and grapefruit 
peel and leesy wild 
ferment complexity, a 
silky texture and near 
full-body power. RRP$39
mahiwine.co.nz 

UNISON VINEYARD 
SYMPHONY SYRAH 
2014 
Hawke’s Bay
Fruit from the unique 
Gimblett Gravels 
vineyard underpins this 
totally captivating 
Hawke’s Bay syrah, 
reminding me of dark 
raspberry and black 
currants and fresh black 
pepper. There’s no 
mistaking the smoky 
oak and suggestions of 
black leather, violets, 
tobacco, aged meats, 
olive and baked 
mushroom. I could go 
on. RRP $55
unisonvineyard.co.nz

BLACKENBROOK 
PINOT GRIS 2018 
Nelson
Winemaking team 
Daniel and Ursula 
Schwarzenbach have 
been part of the wine 
landscape of Nelson 
since 1999. Their 
dedication to hand-
crafted fine wine is 
amazing. This pinot gris 
over-delivers on power 
and intensity with 
flavours of white-fleshed 
tropical fruit, pear and 
white nectarine with 
whispers of ginger spice 
and loads of texture. 
RRP $23
blackenbrook.co.nz

F O O D  &  D R I N K  A O T E A R O A

THE ROAD  
LESS TRAVELLED
This selection of wines is best perused online as they won’t all be readily available in your local wine store. The effort 
will be worth it, as they are  from high-quality producers who are pushing the envelope in terms of flavour and texture.
WOR DS BY CAM E RON DOUG L AS

FRENCHMANS 
HILL ESTATE 
ROCK EARTH 
SYRAH 2013 
Waiheke Island
Heat builds structure 
and light builds colour. 
This describes, in part, 
how winemaker Luc 
Desbonnets 
understands site and 
aspect when it comes 
to his handcrafted 
wines. If you’re a fan of 
syrah then this wine 
will impress with 
flavours of dark berry, 
cocoa, dark-brown 
spice and toasty barrel. 
Clove, rose, pepper and 
bold oak tannins round 
out the offering. It 
must be decanted for 
service. RRP$88  french 
manshillestate.co.nz

AKE AKE 
ORGANIC 
CHAMBOURCIN 
2018
Northland
Chambourcin has 
been a quiet-achieving 
variety in the 
northern reaches of 
New Zealand for a 
decade. Its heady red 
fruited perfume and 
dark colour is 
equalled by its rich 
core of fruit and often 
plentiful oak. The Ake 
Ake vineyard and 
restaurant, in 
Kerikeri, is a must-
visit. Not only for 
dining, but to explore 
varieties such as flora 
and pinotage. RRP$30
akeakevineyard.co.nz  

THE LANDING 
SYRAH 2015 
Northland
The Landing takes its 
name from its history 
as the place of arrival 
of New Zealand’s first 
European settlers. The 
land in this Bay of 
Islands sanctuary has 
been carefully 
preserved by owner 
Peter Cooper and 
includes the largest 
private Kiwi sanctuary 
in New Zealand. This 
syrah showcases 
flavours of red currants 
and blue fruits, dark 
plums and spices of 
oak, then violets and 
aged meats, firm 
tannins and backbone 
of acidity. RRP$40
thelandingnz.com

ELEPHANT HILL 
RESERVE MERLOT 
CABERNET 
FRANC 2017
Hawke’s Bay
The Elephant Hill 
winery and tasting 
room are a must-visit 
on your next trip to 
the region. Winemaker 
Steve Skinner and his 
team have crafted a 
wine with captivating 
flavours of dark 
berries and violets, 
plums, blackberry and 
dried herbs. Complex 
and alluring with 
intense fruit and olive 
and a touch of boot 
polish and tar. Great 
structure and lengthy 
finish. RRP$54
elephanthill.co.nz

“NOW 
MORE 
THAN 

EVER, WE 
NEED TO 
SUPPORT 

LOCAL
BRANDS.”

VISIT MiNDFOOD.COM
Cameron Douglas selects six excellent New Zealand 
pinot noirs  that should offer enough fruit power, 
freshness and panache to pique your interest.
mindfood.com/pinot-noir-picks
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