


Polaris XP 550/850 2011 Skid Plate Installation Guide 
(p/n's 742, 7442, 7442F, 7442F, 744, 7440, 7440F)

1. For the simplest installation begin by lifting your ATV upright. Be sure to take proper precautions when 
doing this by securing your machine in its upright position with rope. Although it is possible to install this set 
by yourself, you will find it much easier to have an extra set of hands to help hold things in place while you install 
hardware. 

2. Before installing your new skids remove all factory plastic guards.

3. To ensure access to clamp positions make sure you install the plates in the correct order as instructed below. 
Also it is recommended that you use a drop of oil or an anti-seize compound in the nut on each clamp used. 

4. If you have A-Arm Guards Begin by installing the rear ones first. To get the guard to clear the frame and into 
place, angle the guard deep into the wheel well first, then set the guard against the a-arm and then slide it into it's 
proper position. Refer to the Hardware Placement guide to find the correct hardware for installation. Because of 
the locking mechanism on the nuts there is no need to over torque the button head bolts. 

5. If you are installing the oil filter cover plate you will need to mount it first to help align the skid plate. Use the 6 x 
16mm Flat Head bolts and 6mm nylock nuts to install the oil filter cover plate as shown in fig. 1 on your hardware 
placement sheet. Leave the bolts loose enough at this time so that its position can be adjusted slightly if needed. 

5. Now set the rear skid plate onto the frame using the oil filter cover plate to help position it into its proper place. 
(If you are not installing a cover plate make sure the access hole in the plate matches the oil filter access hole on 
the ATV as closely as possible). Now mount the plate to the frame using the 1 1/4" Clamps wrapped around the 
frame with the 8 x 20mm Button Head Bolts. Note on the hardware placement guide where clamps will need to be 
hung on the frame before placing the skid plate into place. At this time leave all bolts finger tight so that the 
position of the plate can be adjusted.

6. Now install the front frame plate. Refer to the hardware placement guide for correct hardware and positions. 
Once again leave everything finger tight at this time.  The flange on the plastic skirt needs to lay across the skid 
plate as shown in Fig. 2 on your hardware placement sheet. When attaching the plastic skirt to the plate with the 
6mm hex bolt it is best to use the nut on the outside while feeding the bolt through the inside. Once all hardware is 
fastened you may begin tightening each bolt while making sure the front and rear plates remain firmly butted 
against each other.  

7. If you have floorboard plates you should install these now. Slide a #700-06 nut plate into each floorboard 
bracing bar so the nut shows though the outermost slot on the bar. On the left floorboard with the nut plates in 
place take a 1 1/4" Clamp and place it on the frame in an approximate position to where the inner slot on the plate 
should line up when installed. Access holes are provided in the floorboard skid plate near this point so you can 
hold the clamp in position as you thread in a bolt. You can hold the front nut plates in place through the drainage 
slots on the top side of the floorboard and you may need to use a screwdriver to hold the rear nut plate in place 
while you get a bolt started. For Touring models you will use the 8 x 20mm Button Head bolts with 8mm nylock 
nuts in the two rear floorboard mounts instead of the nut plate. There is no need to use a wrench on these nut 
plates because they will brace themselves inside the bracing bar. On the right side install the clamp using a 
similar technique by holding the clamp in place through the drainage slot on the plate itself as you thread the 
button head bolt in.  Again it is best to leave everything finger tight at first. Tighten each bolt while making sure it 
fits snugly against the center plates. 

8. Now if you have front A-Arm Guards you can install these using the hardware listed on your hardware 
placement guide.

10. Congratulations, you've completed your ricochet skid plate installation. Give us a call 1-866-273-1197 for any 
other questions or to get additional hardware. 






