
People sometimes speak of going to
church as “going to worship.” Some also
apply the word “worship” to many activ-
ities, such as worship in song, worship in
giving, or worship in serving. Much of
what goes on in a church service may ac-
tually militate against worship, since it
can be man-centered, works-centered,
or people-centered rather than God-
centered. A church service may have
other distractions, such as certain types
of music, chitchat, and other activities
that can disrupt our prayer and our focus
on the worship of God.

This week we look at one of the most
significant passages about true wor-
ship. Remember that the Word of God
is the only reliable source of instruction
we have on spiritual matters such as
worship.

TODAY’S AIM
Facts: to discover what is happen-

ing in this account of an actual event of
true worship in heaven.

Principle: to adjust our mental
awareness and the attitude of our
hearts to make this biblical type of wor-
ship our standard or norm.

Application: to implement this un-
derstanding to inform all our worship,
whether in private or in our corporate
gatherings.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Many, if not all, of us have experienced

multiple forms of worship in church serv-
ices. These experiences might range
from a less formal small-group gathering
to the highly developed and traditional
forms that some might call High Church.
There have been and continue to be
strong opinions as to what worship is
and how it should be done.

In Isaiah 6, the Prophet Isaiah is giv-
en a rare glimpse of worship in heaven.

When giving the model prayer in
Matthew 6:10, Jesus said, “Thy will be
done in earth, as it is in heaven.” Cer-
tainly, God is worshipped in heaven ac-
cording to His will. We may conclude
from Jesus’ words that we are to pray
that worship would be done on earth
as it is done in heaven. In light of this,
this week’s lesson should be highly rel-
evant to our worship.

DEVELOPING THE LESSON
1. The vision of worship around the

throne of God (Isa. 6:1-4). The death of
King Uzziah brought in a time of uncer-
tainty for everyone, including the
Prophet Isaiah. God’s answer to the
stressful situation was this vision for Isa-
iah. Under different circumstances, God
gave a similar vision to the beloved dis-
ciple John (Rev. 4:2-8). There we are giv-
en the additional information that the
four seraphim are full of eyes in front and
in back. They have the gift of spiritual in-
sight into, or understanding of, the holi-
ness of God. This is so overwhelming
that they do not cease from praising God
day and night. In the Apostle John’s day,
some seven hundred years later, they
are still praising God in the same man-
ner. We get a sense of their awe and
wonder at the holiness of God.

God has many attributes that are as
beautiful as His holiness for which He
could be praised. Were we able to
clearly see these attributes as they are
revealed in God’s Word, we too would
ceaselessly praise Him. What are
some attributes of God with which you
are particularly impressed? For which
might you praise Him?

2. The reaction of Isaiah to his vi-
sion (Isa. 6:5). Seeing and hearing oth-
ers worship God for His holiness
brought Isaiah a sense of his own sin-
fulness and unworthiness. His re-
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sponse, “Woe is me! for I am undone,”
might be compared with the modern-
day slang expression “I’ve had it; I’m
toast!” Now that he saw how com-
pletely holy God is, he expressed his
own sinfulness in speech.

Isaiah also saw the sinfulness of the
people around him. He had seen
something of God’s holiness and
majesty as the King, the Lord of Hosts,
and was convicted at the deepest lev-
el of the sinfulness of his own attitudes
and actions and those of others.

3. The provision of God for the
prophet’s sin (Isa. 6:6-7). Nothing Isa-
iah could do would remedy his situa-
tion, and God did not expect him to
arrange for his own cleansing. It is like-
ly that Isaiah was a godly man with in-
sight into spiritual things, but he had no
hope of solving his own problem. He
was ready to accept God’s provision
for his cleansing from sin. This came in
the form of a live coal from the altar of
intercession before God’s throne (cf.
Rev. 8:3). This action cleansed the of-
fending lips of their sin.

4. The natural outflow from the vi-
sion and interaction with the Lord
(Isa. 6:8). Now that Isaiah had been
prepared by the impact of the vision
and by the cleansing from sin by the
Lord, he was ready to hear and re-
spond to the Lord’s call for service. No-
tice how gently the Lord called to Isa-
iah with a broad question seemingly
aimed at the whole world. Isaiah did
not suggest another suitable candidate
for the job but immediately volun-
teered. God asked, “Who will go for
us?” The word “us” perhaps indicates
the Trinity, the seraphim, and the whole
heavenly host.

There would be those who would
listen and those who would not. Isa-
iah was simply to carry God’s mes-
sage to the people (Isa. 6:9-12). God
would be responsible for the out-
come.
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ILLUSTRATING THE LESSON
We worship God because of what

and who He is. Can you think of some
additional characteristics of God?

CONCLUDING THE LESSON
During times of uncertainty, we often

seek the answers to life’s questions. We
seek to catch a glimpse of God, His glo-
ry, His holiness, His omnipotence, and
many of His other attributes or charac-
teristics. We can learn of these great el-
ements of His Person from His Word and
praise Him for them. It is primary and es-
sential to thank and worship Him for who
He is rather than to do so in response to
what He does for us. We must leave it in
His hands as to what He does to us or
for us. He may then give us the oppor-
tunity to do something spiritually signifi-
cant. He may even give us individual in-
sights into His glory that will transform
our thinking for the rest of our lives.

ANTICIPATING THE NEXT LESSON
Our next lesson calls on us to praise

and rejoice in the Lord because He has
saved us and given us the joy of salva-
tion. We are called to sing and shout
His praises and to make Him known
throughout the whole earth.

—Brian D. Doud.



God’s prophecies have been and will
continue to be fulfilled. Isaiah 12 looks
ahead to that day when the millennial
kingdom, with Jesus Christ as its Head,
will be established. There will be singing
for joy and shouting of praise to God for
all that He has done. This is so sure that
Isaiah wrote, “In that day thou shalt say,
O Lord, I will praise thee” (vs. 1).

God’s promise of salvation to all who
trust in Him and His Son, the Lord Je-
sus Christ, is so sure that we can sing
and shout now in worship and praise of
His marvelous grace for saving us. By
His grace, we are as surely children of
God now as we will be in heaven. There-
fore, praise is just as appropriate and
called for now as it will be then. When
we are in heaven, we will certainly praise
Him for His marvelous grace in saving
us and keeping us through all the trials
of life. Let us also praise Him now, even
in the midst of trials.

TODAY’S AIM
Facts: to see what God has said

through Isaiah that will cause us to
praise Him for our salvation.

Principle: to praise God for His great
character and for saving us.

Application: to learn to fill our daily
lives with a spirit of praise, song, and
thankfulness to God for His work on
our behalf.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
In our lesson text this week, the

prophet looked forward to “that day”
(Isa. 12:1), meaning the millennial king-
dom of Christ, when God’s people will
be praising Him. This is so certain that
Isaiah used the phrase “thou shalt say”
to introduce the very words with which
the people will praise God. We can
learn from this to praise God in a simi-
lar way with similar words. The words

should not be in some special lan-
guage but rather in our own native
tongue. The words we use and the ex-
pressions of our hearts should not be
rote and ritualistic but rather a genuine
outflow of grateful hearts and minds.

DEVELOPING THE LESSON
1. We praise God for saving us

(Isa. 12:1-2a). One of the themes of the
Bible is God’s anger toward mankind
because of our sin. When we do things
we should not, it is called transgres-
sion. When we fail to do what we
should do, it is called disobedience.
We have done these things knowingly,
and we cannot save ourselves from our
sin. Knowing this, God has turned
away His anger and has saved us
through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Isaiah used the words, “thou comfort-
edst me” (Isa. 12:1). This implies that
those speaking to God were upset and
needed to be comforted after God had
intervened and saved them. While we are
not saved by feeling a certain way, such
as being sorrowful for sin, we should feel
conviction for our sin and our sinful con-
dition. Once we are saved, we should
feel comforted and thankful for having re-
ceived God’s salvation.

2. We sing and are joyous because
we have His salvation (Isa. 12:2b-3).
It is not that we hope to be saved
someday by our good works or that we
cannot know whether we are saved.
These two verses say that “God is my
salvation,” that He has “become my
salvation.” This was made possible by
the Son of God coming in human flesh
and dying for us.

God literally became our salvation in
Jesus Christ. The original Hebrew in
which this was written says “God my sal-
vation.” The translators supplied the “is”
to make better sense of the phrase. Said
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as one word, it is Yehoshua, which trans-
lates as “Jesus” in the New Testament,
meaning “God my salvation.” Just as
there is a world of difference between
saying a wife and my wife, so there is an
eternity of difference between saying the
Saviour and my Saviour.

We can rejoice in that salvation and in
our Saviour and continually draw the wa-
ter of life and strength from Him. Salva-
tion is depicted as a well of water, just as
the Lord Jesus taught the woman at the
well (John 4:10-14). If you keep your con-
science clean by confessing your sin to
your Saviour the instant it comes up, you
will have this joy of salvation constantly
drawn up within you.

If God grants you the privilege of
leading someone to trust in the Lord
Jesus to be saved, perhaps it would be
better not to immediately lay upon that
person the duties of tithing, church at-
tendance, witnessing, intercessory
prayer, and so on. Perhaps it would be
better to instruct him to just thank the
Lord Jesus for saving him every time it
comes to mind over the next few
weeks. See whether that causes him to
grow and flourish spiritually.

3. We should encourage others to
sing and praise the Lord because of
His presence with us (Isa. 12:4-6). The
experience of the greatness of God in
your personal life will flow out in telling
others. This is not an institutional thing
but rather a relationship with the Lord Je-
sus whereby the Holy Spirit comes to
dwell within you as part of your new birth.
It is His presence with you that is the
source of your joy and praise. You then
can speak of His greatness and the ex-
cellent things He has done. Your testi-
mony should come naturally.

We are to declare among the people
that His name is exalted and to be pro-
claimed to all the earth. Our bragging
point should not be our local church, for
where you have people, you will always
have flaws. Our praise and our bragging
should be in God, the excellent things He
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has done, and the greatness of His name
and character. He is not flawed.

It is because of His presence with us
that we live as saved people with the
hope of heaven and all sins forgiven.
Colossians 1:27 says it is “Christ in
you, the hope of glory.” 

ILLUSTRATING THE LESSON
Let us sing and shout praise to God

because of His presence.

CONCLUDING THE LESSON
We will sing and shout in praise of God

continually throughout eternity. It will be
the most natural thing to do—and the
most joyous. Now, it may not seem that
would be exciting or fulfilling, for we are
caught for the moment in the spiritual
darkness and hindrances of this world
system. We also still wrestle with the
weakness of the flesh. But He will change
that. Since we know that He will, we can
praise Him now and continually thank
Him for saving us.

ANTICIPATING THE NEXT LESSON
People sometimes attempt to wor-

ship God in meaningless ways. In our
next lesson, we explore what God will
do when we invent false ways of trying
to honor Him.

—Brian D. Doud.



We have been looking at the subject
of worship in this unit, and we now come
to one of its most puzzling aspects—
namely, that the most meaningful activ-
ity we can pursue on earth can become
meaningless. The cause of this problem
and its solution should be so available to
our thinking that we are able to avoid
meaningless worship. Obviously, mean-
ingless worship is a spiritual problem
stemming from wrong spiritual teach-
ings, attitudes, and behaviors.

The penalty for it is not just that God
withdraws from meeting us in our wor-
ship. He also sends spiritual blindness to
those involved and even to their leaders.
They (and we as followers) may not find
an adequate answer even from the
Scriptures. When we pay only lip service
and do not worship from the heart, the
Lord withdraws the instruction and com-
fort of His Word from us. As this is an
alarming state to be in, it is best to be pre-
pared on this subject before it arises. If
we should find ourselves in the circum-
stance of a meaningless worship experi-
ence, then may God give us insight from
His Word to do what we can to correct
the situation. Only then can God meet us
and do a mighty work for us and for His
glory.

TODAY’S AIM
Facts: to examine the Scriptures to

see what constitutes meaningless wor-
ship and what causes it.

Principle: to find scriptural answers
to this problem and implement the so-
lutions.

Application: to maintain awareness
of this problem and to prevent it from
entering our personal and church lives.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Many of us have been in attendance at

various worship services in churches

other than our own. We may have ob-
served at least the outward expression of
people at worship. We usually assume
that they are sincere and may well be
making some kind of connection with the
Lord. Yet in this week’s lesson we learn
that to God our worship may be mean-
ingless. Even when people feel that they
are being sincere in their worship of God
and have had some sought-after emo-
tion while worshipping, they may not
have really met with God at all.

We certainly want to avoid this per-
sonally! We want our fellowship as a
body of believers to foster real worship
and a deep honoring of the Lord. We
want it to be real. We hope that we are
worshipping God in the way He ex-
pects us to.

DEVELOPING THE LESSON
1. The unobserved problem (Isa.

29:9-10). Verse 9 says, “Stay your-
selves, and wonder.” In a modern ver-
nacular, we might say, “Come on now;
don’t you get it?” Something was dras-
tically wrong with the people and the
way they were worshipping. It was so
“off” that it seemed they were drunk.
They were just continually going
through the same motions and pre-
scribed ceremonies. It was all mean-
ingless, but they did not realize it.

This unseen problem was bringing
the judgment of God down on the peo-
ple. They had withdrawn their love
from God and were instead pursuing
their own agendas.

2. The difficulty with the problem
(Isa. 29:11-12). No one could see the
problem or the way out of it. No one
could find the answer in the Scriptures.
Whether you asked a scholar or an ig-
norant man, there was no insight to be
had from the Scriptures. God’s Word
always has the answers to spiritual sit-
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uations of every kind; but if one’s heart
is not right with God, no correct an-
swers will be found.

3. The root cause of the problem
(Isa. 29:13-16). The underlying cause
of the meaningless worship was that
the love of the people was not toward
God. They were following advice from
men rather than the Lord. They had
changed their thinking from “God is al-
ways with us” to “He does not see us
or know what we are doing.” They had
removed God from first place in their
minds and affections. They were trying
to hide their plans and conventional
wisdom from the Lord.

They had also become proud and
even arrogant, for they thought they
were equal to God in some way. They
had turned things upside down to the
point that they thought they had
formed themselves and were not re-
sponsible to God. They were question-
ing His place of authority over them.
This is the root cause of the problems
in our society today and also in our
churches. We have allowed the hu-
manists, with their theory of evolution,
to fill our minds with the idea that since
we were not created by an almighty
God, we are not responsible to Him or
His laws. “Truth,” “honesty,” and “in-
tegrity” then become relative terms
whose standards are set by man, not
God. The precepts of man, when sub-
stituted for the precepts of God, will al-
ways bring error, confusion, and an up-
side-down relationship with God. 

God always meets His people where
they are, as He does individuals. God
can always do a marvelous work
among His people. Sometimes it
comes in the form of judgment, and
sometimes it comes as revival. What-
ever He does, it is always meant to re-
store His people to a right relationship
with Him. This is made plain in Isaiah
29:24: “They also that erred in spirit
shall come to understanding, and they
that murmured shall learn doctrine.”
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God corrects His people and heals
their error. He only awaits willing
hearts.

ILLUSTRATING THE LESSON
We look lost and confused to God

when we engage in meaningless,
heartless worship.

CONCLUDING THE LESSON
Whether done individually or within a

church, we always have a choice either
to worship God sincerely from the heart
or to hide in our own selfishness and er-
ror. Satan does not need to come at us
with a whole new approach. He just
steers us off course. It is not easy to
maintain current accounts with the Lord,
with sin forsaken and confessed imme-
diately. But it is far more difficult to for-
sake the Lord and worship meaning-
lessly and endure the consequences of
a barren spiritual life. How much better it
is to worship Him in spirit and in truth!

ANTICIPATING THE NEXT LESSON
In our next lesson we look at the

blessing the Lord will bring to His peo-
ple in the creation of a new heaven and
a new earth. We can have great hope
because the Lord will cause His church
to be victorious.

—Brian D. Doud.



Many years ago there was a TV com-
mercial that urged viewers to grab for all
the gusto they could get (meaning their
product, of course). What a shallow and
ungodly approach to life! For the un-
saved person, this life is as good as it will
ever get; and after this life it will get much,
much worse for him. For the saved per-
son, this life is as bad as it will ever get;
and after this it will get far better.

The difference is really whether one
obeys the Lord. Even on the subject of
being saved, Scripture speaks of sal-
vation as obeying the Lord (Acts 6:7).
A life of obedience to the Lord will be
rewarded here and now, and the re-
ward will be much greater in the here-
after. The reward of the Lord follows
the principle of sowing and reaping.
We reap what we sow; we reap it later,
and we reap it multiplied. We should
not view obedience from the viewpoint
of what we can get out of it. His reward
for our obedience will far exceed any-
thing we can imagine.

TODAY’S AIM
Facts: to discover what God has

said about our obedience in life and
worship and His response to it.

Principle: to show how compliance
with God’s wishes and directions will
lead to His approval now and His
blessing later.

Application: to adjust our thinking
to the principles revealed here so that
we can have a life of joy in Him and a
future of blessing.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
It is common to see the ungodly re-

warded in this life while the godly are
often put down. We see those who dis-
regard God prosper while godly people
seem slighted and persecuted as they
endure all kinds of struggles. Only God

can see the spiritual truth of what is go-
ing on, and only He can sort it all out
and make sense of it. 

DEVELOPING THE LESSON
It is apparent from Isaiah 65:12-15

that the call of God comes to everyone.
No one can claim that God never gave
him an opportunity to be saved. Some
respond to the call, and some do not.
In all our evangelistic efforts, we must
remember that we cannot save anyone
of ourselves; we can only share the
gospel message. We have the glorious
privilege of telling people of the love
and forgiveness that can be found in
Christ. They have the duty to respond
positively and receive Him as Saviour.

God had called out to His people, and
they had not responded (Isa. 65:12-15).
Instead, they did things with which God
was not pleased. They were attributing
worth to the wrong things and the wrong
people. This sounds a lot like what is go-
ing on around us today, both inside and
outside the church. God’s response to
Israel was that those who served Him
would have food and drink while those
who did not honor Him would hunger
and thirst. His servants would rejoice and
have joy while the others would experi-
ence shame and frustration. The unre-
sponsive would leave a reputation as
cursed by God, but His servants would
have a good name. 

1. The blessings of the Lord on His
servants (Isa. 65:17-21). Although it
may not always seem apparent, God
does bless His people on earth. Not all
the rewards are kept for heaven. We re-
ceive just enough blessing in this life to
understand that He is the God of truth.
We can trust Him to work all things to-
gether for good to those who love Him
(Rom. 8:28). He has called us for His pur-
poses, and if we have responded, then
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He is at work in our lives to school us and
refine us in His own way and time.
Though we may face challenges in our
lives similar to those of the unsaved,
there can be a good and beneficial pur-
pose in our experiences. We can rejoice
that we know Him and are His servants.

As we read Isaiah 65:17, we see that
God is going to prepare new heavens
and a new earth where the past things
that were negative will never come to
mind. 

God rejoices over His people. They
will have lives in the new heavens and
new earth that we can only imagine.
Can we even imagine what it will be like
to live without the constant reminder of
our mortality or the threat of crime?

We cannot change the clear teach-
ing of Scripture so as to forgive the un-
repentant and usher everyone into
heaven, thinking that God is too kind to
send anyone to hell. He does not send
them to hell; they decided not to re-
spond to God’s promptings. In His
good providence, the former things will
not come to mind.

2. The Lord’s provision for and in-
timate relationship with His servants
(Isa. 65:23-25). The frustrations of the
believer’s life will one day be over. We
do not labor in vain in the Lord. Part of
God’s response to our obeying Him is
that He will answer our requests of Him
before we even make them! When we
pray earnestly, He is very actively lis-
tening. He is far more eager to bless us
than we are to pray for blessing. 

We look forward to the blessings that
will be present in the millennial king-
dom, where violence will turn to love
and companionship and all pain and
anguish will be put away. At present the
earth is under the curse, but it still has
great beauty through which we can see
that God reigns supreme (Rom. 1:20). 

Much more than is contemplated in
the earthly concepts, love, home, be-
longing, togetherness, and rest will be
abundant in heaven. By faith we can
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get only a glimmer of the delights of
heaven that God has already prepared
for those who love Him.

ILLUSTRATING THE LESSON

God speaks to us all in many ways.
We can and must choose how we re-
spond to His call.

CONCLUDING THE LESSON
We cannot always tell what is really

going on spiritually by what appears on
the surface of the circumstances of life.
We may see godly people suffer while
ungodly people prosper. The fruit of
our responses to God may never ap-
pear in this life; but it does not end in
this life. We will have to wait until we are
in the afterlife to see clearly what we
have to accept by faith now.

Taking things by faith is really seeing
beforehand what we know will happen
because of what God has spoken. We
have the word of One who cannot lie.

ANTICIPATING THE NEXT LESSON
In our previous lessons on worship,

you may have been wondering how
proper worship is to be done. Our next
unit on renewal of worship will give us
some good, solid answers.

—Brian D. Doud.



We have seen in previous lessons that
our worship can be worthless to God. It
can also be less than worthwhile to peo-
ple; it may even seem boring to some.
Many people today attend services and
perform acts of worship out of a sense of
duty or obligation. They may hope to gain
favor with God through their worship ac-
tivities. We may rightly conclude that if
our worship is worthless to God, it will
also be worthless to us.

People often begin again to worship
God from the heart out of desperation.
Israel was desperate, as seen in this
week’s lesson. They had been allowed to
come back to the Promised Land from
captivity in Persia. They were under great
stress from their enemies who lived in the
land. They had the challenge of estab-
lishing a city and sustaining themselves
agriculturally and financially. When they
began to honor the Lord by restoring the
prescribed worship, they moved from
desperation to joyful worship.

TODAY’S AIM
Facts: to see similarities and differ-

ences in the experience of Israel and
our situation today.

Principle: to find the timeless spiri-
tual principles that apply to us today.

Application: to restore the joy of the
Lord to our worship by applying these
principles as we obey and honor Him.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
God had moved the heart of Cyrus,

king of Persia, to send the Israelite
captives back to Jerusalem to rebuild
the house of God. Over forty-two thou-
sand of them walked some nine hun-
dred miles, taking with them whatever
they could. They had not been able to
worship God as He had ordained,
since they had had no altar or temple.
Once they returned to Jerusalem, they

had to build houses, raise crops, and
start a new life in the Promised Land.
When it came time to rebuild the house
of the Lord, they gave a freewill offer-
ing. God provided the leadership and
the workers to begin their work.

It was also time to resume the sacri-
fices and feasts God had prescribed
for Israel. The joyful worship they had
missed for seventy years was to be re-
stored to them.

DEVELOPING THE LESSON
1. Unity is required for worship

(Ezra 3:1). By the time a person reach-
es his teen years in a local church, he
is generally aware of friction, cliques,
or even active conflicts within the
church. Even if no one is aware of
these problems, the Lord is always
aware. In times of stress and uncer-
tainty, these things can destroy the
harmony and unity of our worship.

This week’s text records for our in-
struction that the people gathered
themselves together as one. Their uni-
ty was complete and purposeful. They
had gathered to worship the God of
their forefathers.

2. Godly leaders and any neces-
sary facilities for worship are sup-
plied by the Lord (Ezra 3:2-3). Jeshua
and others who are named “stood up”
and built the altar. Certainly they had
convictions, but those convictions
would have been useless without their
action. They acted in response to the
instruction of Moses, the man of God. 

In every group the Lord calls together,
He establishes a leader who sees what
must be done and does it. God always
has His plan; so it is of no use to ask,
“Why doesn’t God do something?”
When we begin to respond to the clear
command of the Lord, He moves so that
whatever lack we might have is supplied.
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The altar was already there; it had only
been torn down. All that was needed was
a leader and enough people following
him to restore it for use. It may be that in
our worship, our devotion and our com-
mitment to the Lord need to be restored
so that the joy of serving Him will once
again be known by God’s people. The Is-
raelites offered the sacrifices God had
appointed, not forms of worship they
personally might have favored.

3. The ongoing practices of worship
follow the order given by the Lord
(Ezra 3:4-6). Once they had returned to
the land and committed to worship, Is-
rael had a whole yearly calendar of feasts
and sacrifices to uphold. The Lord had
reasons for all these observances: they
reminded Israel continually of God’s
presence with them and His blessing on
them. As long as they had the altar, they
could offer sacrifices, even though the
temple was still in ruins.

They had given a freewill offering to
the Lord preparatory to whatever He
wanted them to do next. When we give
to the Lord, it all belongs to Him and is
no longer ours. If we say it must be used
for something specific that we personal-
ly want to see done, then it is really not
given freely. The Macedonian Christians
apparently got it right. They first gave
themselves to the Lord and then they
gave their resources (II Cor. 8:5). Giving
is part of worship; it shows our gratitude
to the Lord for what He has done for us.

4. The freewill offerings of God’s
people are sufficient to continue the
work of the Lord (Ezra 3:7). The people
followed the pattern of Solomon in build-
ing the first temple by hiring the people
of Tyre and Sidon to bring materials.
They did not have the cedars that were
found in Lebanon, but they could buy
them. We may not have an airline to take
a missionary to the field, but we can hire
an airplane to do it. There is an old say-
ing that “God’s work done in God’s way
will never lack God’s support.” It was
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God’s will to bring His people back from
captivity in Persia. Although they had
been captive there, He had honored
them with enough resources to accom-
plish what He had set out for them to do.
When we find what the Lord wants us to
do and begin to do it, we will find that He
has already given us the leaders, work-
ers, and money necessary for the work.

ILLUSTRATING THE LESSON
It brings us great joy to worship the

Lord and to give to Him of ourselves
and our resources.

CONCLUDING THE LESSON
When God calls us to work and to

worship, He will supply everything we
need. He will lead us in the way He
wants both activities done as each
step unfolds before us. It is our duty to
humbly embrace Him as our God and
Saviour. We will experience great joy
and a worshipful heart as we follow
Him in the experience. We should “pre-
sent [our] bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God” (Rom. 12:1).

ANTICIPATING THE NEXT LESSON
Next week we will see the people’s

joy as they honored the Lord by start-
ing construction of the temple.

—Brian D. Doud.



In preparing a lesson from historical
material, we must remember that the
Scriptures were written for our instruc-
tion (Rom. 15:4; II Tim. 3:16). As God’s
people, we are much the same today
as were His people in our lesson text.
God’s manner of dealing with them and
His instructions to them are therefore
of great practical value to us as well.

A note of caution here: we must not
“spiritualize” the Scriptures. We must
not say “What this really means is” and
supply some related idea. What we are
trying to do here is discern the timeless
principles God is teaching us just as He
taught the Israelites in their day and sit-
uation.

TODAY’S AIM
Facts: to observe the Lord’s leading

and the principles of His dealing with
the situation of Israel.

Principle: to see that the timeless
principles the Lord used with Israel of
old will be much the same as the prin-
ciples He uses with us today.

Application: to follow these princi-
ples and receive the direction and
blessing of the Lord on our church and
on our individual lives. 

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
The captives had been back in the

Promised Land for just over a year. They
had experienced the seasons of planting
and harvest and had seen the faithful-
ness of the Lord in providing for them.
Now it was time to begin the real reason
for their return to the land: rebuilding the
temple and restoring the worship of
Almighty God, the God of the Jews. The
joy of the Lord was to be their strength.
But how could they experience it without
a temple, the priesthood, the sacrifices,
and all that God had ordained through
Moses? All these things needed to be es-

tablished and set in motion. It was time
to return to the basics, time to start re-
building the temple.

In the life of a Christian or in the life
of a church, it is sometimes necessary
to start over. Just as the Jews had
been carried away into captivity be-
cause of their sin, so too a Christian
may experience a period of isolation, a
time when God seems far away and
His joy in our lives is not present.

There is always a starting point. For
the Jews in our text, it was necessary
to rebuild the temple. For a Christian or
congregation today, revival may be
necessary. We must go back to the ba-
sics—back to the Cross—and start
over.

DEVELOPING THE LESSON
1. Preparing for the work of

restoration (Ezra 3:8-9). As with al-
most all work that is to be done, lead-
ers must be appointed and recognized.
The same Jeshua who had stood up to
build the altar of God now stood up to
set forward the workmen and establish
the work on the house of God. Take
note that those appointed were from
twenty years old upward. Maturity is a
necessary qualification for the work of
God. We all love our young people and
long for their spiritual and practical
prosperity; however, putting them in a
place of spiritual responsibility before
they are ready may damage them
rather than encourage them. It can also
damage the work of the congregation.

The priests and Levites were recog-
nized and set forward for the work. We
recognize and respect our spiritual
leaders as those who can instruct us
and ensure that we are heading in the
right direction. God usually leads His
people through men He appoints for
His reasons. It is not necessary that we
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know or approve of His reasons, but
we must acknowledge His right to es-
tablish our leaders.

2. Praising the Lord for the suc-
cess granted and the work begun
(Ezra 3:10-11). When physical work is
to be done, it is always appropriate for
others who are not involved in the
physical work to praise God for the
progress being made. The priests had
on the proper apparel, and the musi-
cians played their instruments. They
sang by course, which signifies organ-
ized singing in praise of God. They ap-
parently used Psalm 136, which can be
used antiphonally. One group would
say, “Give thanks unto the Lord; for he
is good,” and the other group would re-
spond, “For his mercy endureth for
ever” (vs. 1).

Psalm 136 reviews God’s beautiful
character, His actions in Creation, and
His activities in defending and blessing
His people. These are all basic to restor-
ing our faith in who God is and what He
has done for us. It is always appropriate
to recall what God has done in saving us
and bringing us safely through life’s cir-
cumstances. Work done in gratitude and
obedience to God is sweet, fulfilling, and
enriching. Our lives take on the signifi-
cance of being His people and the works
of His hands.

3. Perspective on the progress of
the work (Ezra 3:12-13). The older
captives had seen the previous temple
built by Solomon, and it had been glo-
rious, one of the great wonders of its
time. It was magnificent both in design
and execution. When they saw the new
foundation laid and realized it would
not come close to the same glory, they
wept aloud. The younger people were
glad to see the restoration of the tem-
ple begun, and they were joyous. At
least it was a beginning!

The church has had a great influence
on our world. But today the world
scoffs at the church for its moral lax-
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ness. The sin of the church has brought
it into judgment.

There should be no doubt in the mind
of any Christian that a new beginning, a
revival of the proper worship of God
and respect for His Word, is needed.
We too need to rebuild the foundation
and restore proper worship of the Lord,
both personally and corporately. It must
begin in His time and in His way.

ILLUSTRATING THE LESSON
Restoring the temple was an act of

obedience and worship.

CONCLUDING THE LESSON
The rebuilding of the temple was an

amazing accomplishment in and of it-
self. But without the ultimate goal of
reestablishing the worship of God and
the obedience He deserved, it would
have been of very limited value. It was
a joyous event, done with praise and
dedication of heart.

ANTICIPATING THE NEXT LESSON
We have looked briefly at the initial

stages of the rebuilding of the temple.
In the next lesson we will see the tem-
ple completed and the joyous celebra-
tion that honoring the Lord brought to
the Israelites.

—Brian D. Doud.



It often seems to us that the whole
world is in chaos. Wars, injustices, bad
rulers, and natural and man-made dis-
asters are widespread. Looking at the
surface events, one could conclude
that there is no one in control or even
influencing the course of history, un-
less that influence is all downward.

In our lesson this week we see the
hand of God at work, as He always is, in
the unfolding of His gracious divine plan
for mankind. God had given His servants
the prophecy that the children of Israel
would go into captivity for seventy years
because of their sin. As we see in our les-
son, God had now moved the hearts of
secular rulers and of His own people to
get them back to the Promised Land and
out of captivity. They were to reestablish
the temple and the prescribed worship at
Jerusalem. Out of the chaos and defeat
of captivity, He was restoring worship
and great joy to His people.

TODAY’S AIM
Facts: to discover the spiritual prin-

ciples involved in the history of God’s
work with His people.

Principle: to seek the Lord in purity
is to be rewarded by the Lord with joy
and success in worship.

Application: to purify our lives and
separate ourselves from the spiritual
filthiness around us, so that we will be
able to worship the Lord in purity. We
will then receive the joy of the Lord.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
It is probably not often in our experi-

ence that we can with certainty ob-
serve and discern the hand of God at
work in human history. The forces of
evil and darkness seem so eager, so
capable of oppressing and destroying
good people and good intentions.

God can and often does intervene

and change the minds of ungodly peo-
ple so that they carry out His will. He
coordinates this with His leading of His
own people, so that all history can be
viewed as “His-story,” if we know and
understand what is really happening
and where it is all headed.

When God is at work and we coop-
erate with Him, God will be glorified,
and we will experience the joy that He
alone can give. Seeking joy in and of it-
self will result in the same frustration as
all other entirely human endeavors.
Seeking God’s will and unreservedly
following Him will result in a right rela-
tionship with Him and the benefits He
alone can design and accomplish.

DEVELOPING THE LESSON
1. God causes secular rulers to

cooperate with His appointed lead-
ers to accomplish His will (Ezra 6:13-
15). We are not too surprised when
God raises up spiritual leaders for His
people and uses them to show His
people the way He wants them to go.
It is truly remarkable that God changed
the minds of a series of the rulers of
Persia to let the captive Jews go free
and return to the Promised Land. God
also caused those secular rulers to
give the Jews money and the gold and
silver items for temple worship.

We may sometimes be offended by
the conduct and character of our sec-
ular leaders. Understand that they
have been put in place by the Lord and
that their actions may be a judgment
upon society or a benefit to it. In His
way and time, God uses leaders to ac-
complish His purposes.

2. God establishes His house by His
order and blesses His people with joy
(Ezra 6:16-18). As God had prescribed
through Moses, after the completion of
the temple, the people followed through
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by offering the proper sacrifices. As they
worshipped God, He blessed them with
joy. They had been slaves in a foreign
land, but now they were free to live as
God’s people in the Land of Promise. It
is to their great credit that they used their
freedom of time and resources to honor
the Lord. What are some of the ways we
can follow this principle and honor the
Lord ourselves? How can we honor the
Lord with our time and money? How can
we honor Him by the way we conduct
our public worship services?

3. God blesses His people as they
purify themselves and seek Him
(Ezra 6:19-22). Twice in these four
verses we see that the priests and
Levites and then the people at large pu-
rified themselves from “the heathen of
the land, to seek the Lord God of Israel”
(vs. 21). Seeking the Lord meant they
wanted to enter into a right relationship
with Him. They wanted to make contact
with Him and live under His headship
rather than be free to do their own will.
When they had cleansed themselves
and had sought the Lord, they were
prepared to offer worship.

Our text says the Lord made them
joyful. Joy given by the Lord is vastly
superior to any joy of human origin.
This joy is not found by seeking it; it is
found by seeking the Lord.

The children of Israel had been sur-
rounded by heathen practices of all
kinds. Today we find ourselves increas-
ingly surrounded by ungodly attitudes
and activities. We too must purify our-
selves of these spiritually unclean
thoughts and enjoyments if we are to
worship the Lord as He desires. We can
see the application of this principle in the
instructions concerning the Lord’s Table,
or communion, found in I Corinthians
11:23-34. We are to cleanse ourselves
through confession. Then we can come
to the Lord’s Table in a worthy manner.
We can have the double blessing of the
joy of a clean conscience and the testi-
mony of the Lord’s sacrifice for our sin.
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ILLUSTRATING THE LESSON
Cleansing ourselves from sin and

seeking the Lord can never be the
wrong thing to do.

CONCLUDING THE LESSON
There is not much joy in going through

the motions of what one might describe
as worship. If joyful worship is to be re-
stored, it must begin with the restoration
of God’s people to a right relationship
with Him. This involves the confessing
and forsaking of sins, especially the un-
seen sins of the ways of the people
around us. It also means we will have to
seek Him not just for what He can give us
but to know the true worship of owning
Him as our Creator and Sustainer. We
must seek Him because He is the high
and lofty One who inhabits eternity, the
supreme Judge of all the earth. We seek
Him because He alone is worthy of praise
and obedience. We will leave the joy and
blessings up to Him since He knows us
and how to best manage our lives.

ANTICIPATING THE NEXT LESSON
Our next lesson focuses on the physi-

cal and spiritual activity of fasting and
praying. We will observe God’s response
to this incident in Israel’s history.

—Brian D. Doud.



Have you ever fasted and prayed? Our
lesson this week is about an incident in
which it worked out well. It is the account
of Ezra calling Israel to fast and seek the
Lord for His guidance and protection. It
was a call to get serious about obeying
God’s command, which in this case
meant making the long and hazardous
journey on foot from Persia to Jerusalem.
It was also about putting faith into action
as a demonstration of God’s power.

TODAY’S AIM
Facts: to see how God’s people

fasted and sought Him and how He an-
swered them.

Principle: to realize that an activity
done on God’s order and done His way
will receive His support.

Application: to determine whether
this activity is part of what we should
be doing today.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Our passage recounts an incident in

the history of Israel. We can expect to
find spiritual principles at work that will
be helpful and instructive to us, not as an
everyday activity but at certain times. We
are not the children of Israel, and we have
not been told to return to the Promised
Land from which we have been exiled.
But we sometimes have decisions to
make that will have far-reaching implica-
tions. We may have to take a stand on
some of the issues of our day that in-
volves our stating what God’s Word says
or what God will do about some subject.

Fasting and praying is a subject on
which people differ. Fasting is a physical
activity that, it is hoped, will have a spir-
itual result. It is always dangerous for us
to assume that God can be persuaded
to act by some action on our part. Cer-
tainly He is aware of our actions, our
thoughts, and our prayers. He can and

does show us His will in many ways.
As we examine this bit of Israel’s his-

tory, let us remember that God does
some things once and will never do
them again (for example, Christ’s
death on the cross). However, He does
do some things over and over again,
such as respond to a sinner’s prayer for
mercy and forgiveness. We must be
careful not to presume and jump to the
wrong conclusions. Let us instead pray
for holy discernment.

DEVELOPING THE LESSON
1. Israel fasted and prayed for

God’s guidance (Ezra 8:21-23a). Is-
rael was now set on a course of return-
ing to the Promised Land en masse.
The temple had been rebuilt, and God
had made it plain they were to return to
the land. The king of Persia had issued
a decree enabling them to go. This was
a crucial juncture for them, requiring
God’s leading and blessing for them to
succeed on their journey. While Ezra
was their God-appointed leader, it was
necessary for him to find God’s leading
in this huge undertaking. So he pro-
claimed a fast to seek God and His right
way for them to proceed.

Generally speaking, most of us think
of food when we feel hunger. One of the
ideas behind fasting is to think of God
when you feel hunger and to look to Him
for the answers to life’s questions. Be-
hind all this is the idea of getting serious
about finding and doing God’s will. We
now have the completed Bible filled
with all the guidance from God that we
need to deal with the issues of life. Be-
lievers today have the indwelling Holy
Spirit. As the Lord Jesus said, “He will
guide you into all truth” (John 16:13).

Fasting and praying to find God’s will
would usually involve a decision as to
which way to go, which course of action

21 July 2013 108

Preparing to Teach the Lesson



to pursue. This time that course of action
was clear. The exiles were to leave Per-
sia and go back to Jerusalem. There
were difficulties they would face during
the four-month journey: finding water to
drink and food to eat, and dealing with
the danger that outlaw bands might at-
tack them. There could even be forces
loyal to the king who might not have
heard of his decree allowing them to pass
and the requirement to help the exiles.

The problem was that Ezra had already
spoken to the king and told him that God
would protect them from the enemies
along the way because they were honor-
ing Him. He was ashamed to ask for a
military escort for protection since God
was supposed to be protecting them.
Ezra had put himself on the line in the
most practical sense, trusting the Lord
for daily protection. Ezra had also said
that God’s power and anger were against
all who forsake Him. In putting himself in
this box, Ezra had also put his people,
and their faith all in the same box.

Can you think of ways in which pro-
fessing Christians put themselves in
the same kind of box today? Can we
really give testimony about anything
concerning the Lord without putting
ourselves on the line as believing it our-
selves? What will happen if we do not
follow through and live as those who
believe? What happens to the testimo-
ny of people who say God told them to
do something if it all goes wrong? Does
this mean we should never say any-
thing about God and His Word?

2. Fasting honored by the Lord
(Ezra 8:23b, 31-32). It would probably
be somewhat less than accurate to say
that God always honors every fast called
for by a spiritual leader. We do see that
in this instance, though, Ezra wrote that
“he was entreated of us” (vs. 23). Ezra
was plainly saying that God answered
their fasting and prayer. Whether he was
giving a sense of certainty at the time of
the fast or, in looking back, was saying
that God must have been entreated be-
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cause He had brought them safely
through the journey, we are not told. In
any case, after they had fasted and
sought the Lord, they started walking.
Since the fasting and prayer was about
God’s protection of those who honored
Him, they had to start walking to demon-
strate to all involved that God was tak-
ing care of them as they said He would.
The testimony as to what God would do
was thus kept intact.

It would have taken four months to
go from Persia to Jerusalem. Ezra’s
written testimony is that God’s hand
was upon them the whole time. They
were kept safe from those who would
have harmed them.

ILLUSTRATING THE LESSON
Whether we fast and pray or just pray,

we must put into action what we believe.

CONCLUDING THE LESSON
Fasting and praying is not necessar-

ily part of the daily ongoing work of the
church or of individual lives. It may be
called for in special circumstances.

ANTICIPATING THE NEXT LESSON
In our next lesson we will examine

the gifts given to the Lord.
—Brian D. Doud.



This historical record of how God
handled the return of Israel to the Holy
Land is full of spiritual lessons we need.
God had prepared the temple, which
had been rebuilt earlier. Now He was
sending a portion of His people who
were still in captivity in Persia back to
the land. They were to carry the pre-
cious metal temple equipment back
with them so that worship could again
go forward. The sacrifices and feasts He
had prescribed would be reestablished,
all to the praise of the God of Israel.

TODAY’S AIM 
Facts: to see how God led His peo-

ple through Ezra in returning to the
Land of Promise.

Principle: to show that the timeless
principles seen here can inform our
lives today.

Application: to know that we see
God’s enabling and blessing on us when
we employ these principles in our lives.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON 
The temple had been rebuilt in

Jerusalem by a small contingent of ex-
iles, and now it was time for another con-
tingent of the people to return there as
well. This time the exiles would bring with
them the vessels necessary for proper
temple worship. These were heavy and
very costly. The responsibility for this was
large, and Ezra appointed twenty-four
men to this responsibility. Their qualifica-
tions and their appointed task are in-
structive to us and to our churches.

DEVELOPING THE LESSON 
1. Holy people separated to the Lord

(Ezra 8:24). Ezra had been given per-
mission by the king of Persia and had
been commissioned to take the people
of Israel back to the Promised Land. He
also had the responsibility to take back

the gold, silver, and bronze implements
prescribed for use in the temple worship.
The latter was a big task involving a huge
amount of work to transport tons of ma-
terial a great distance. The exiles would
have to use a great number of beasts of
burden—camels, horses, donkeys, and
oxen—and whatever wagons and equip-
ment were necessary to carry the treas-
ure.

But the greater need was reliable,
trustworthy people to manage the treas-
ure and all this equipment. It would be a
long and difficult job. The people in-
volved would have to care for them-
selves while they carried out the task.
Probably very few of us have ever been
asked to shoulder a responsibility this
big. It was necessary to choose individ-
uals who had demonstrated through
their lives that they were already holy
men. They had already set themselves
apart to be God’s alone. Ezra, no doubt
under the leading of the Lord, pointed
this out and set them apart from every-
body else for this work. All had to under-
stand what this meant; these men were
set apart, or holy, to the Lord. 

Just before He went back to glory, the
Lord Jesus told His followers that they
were His witnesses. It was not an option;
they simply were. Every one of us who
has trusted the Lord Jesus is in the same
category. We are witnesses. We are also
counseled in Romans 12:1, “Present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac-
ceptable unto God, which is your rea-
sonable service.” No true service for God
is possible without this.

2. The responsibility of separated
people (Ezra 8:25-27). The people thus
set apart for God’s use had to under-
stand what was expected of them. Ezra
weighed out the silver, gold, and bronze
(“fine copper” in the King James Ver-
sion) so that each man knew what he
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was responsible for. He could then fig-
ure out what he had to have to complete
his task (number of horses or camels
needed, and such). He also knew that
once he arrived at the temple, those ob-
jects would be weighed again. Every-
one would know whether he had safely
transported all that had been entrusted
to him. He would have to give an ac-
count for his actions or lack thereof. The
entire shipment of gold, silver, and uten-
sils for the temple made up a great for-
tune. Beyond that, it had all been given
and dedicated to the Lord. It was really
God’s possession; so the responsibility
of the bearers was not simply to Ezra
and the nation of Israel but ultimately to
God Himself.

3. Holy safeguarding by holy peo-
ple (Ezra 8:28-29). The whole respon-
sibility was carefully spelled out. The
men were set apart as holy to the Lord,
as were the vessels and the treasure.
They were told to watch and keep
these things until they were again
weighed out before the authorities.
There could be no side trips to see oth-
er sights. There could be no days off to
rest. This was not a hobby or some-
thing they did just on the Sabbath.
Some would have to keep watch while
others slept or performed other tasks
of daily necessity. We are reminded of
Paul’s admonition to Timothy to “keep
that which is committed to thy trust”
(I Tim. 6:20).

4. Holy responsibility fulfilled by
holy people (Ezra 8:30). The goal was
for the holy men to bring the gold, sil-
ver, and temple utensils to the temple
in Jerusalem. It was not said how long
they were to be responsible for these
treasures but only where they were to
be delivered.

ILLUSTRATING THE LESSON 
Holy people carry God’s treasure for

the Holy God. He determines what it is
and where it must go.
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CONCLUDING THE LESSON 
When we set apart deacons to assist

the pastor in the work of the church, it
is not a popularity contest or a political
arrangement. Each must have been
observed acting like a person who is
set apart to the Lord. This person can
then be set apart in the congregation. 

The responsibility we have as we car-
ry the gospel in our hearts and minds is
huge. It is God’s eternal Word, speaking
of His grace in saving us through the
death and resurrection of His Son, the
Lord Jesus Christ. This responsibility
can be carried forward only when we
first give ourselves to the Lord as a liv-
ing sacrifice (Rom. 12:1).

Our task is to carry out the Great Com-
mission—to preach the gospel to all peo-
ple until we finally carry it home to our Fa-
ther in heaven. It is the greatest of all
privileges to have this calling and re-
sponsibility. We have the Scriptures as
our guide. May we be found as faithful as
were those holy men of Israel.

ANTICIPATING THE NEXT LESSON 
Next week we will see how Israel be-

gan to enter into the full worship of God
with the Feast of Tabernacles, also called
the Festival of Booths. It is a fascinating
study of beautiful spiritual truths.

—Brian D. Doud.



The Feast of Booths was a memori-
al that the Lord had delivered Israel
from slavery and set them apart as His
holy people. It was also a prophecy of
the millennial kingdom of Christ, where
every man will sit under his own vine
and fig tree.

TODAY’S AIM 
Facts: to see how God worked in the

hearts of His people to prepare them
for His blessing.

Principle: to realize that God works
in similar ways to bring the blessing of
revival to individuals and congrega-
tions.

Application: to begin again to love
the Lord and His people in a fresh and
vital way.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON 
We might not at first think of this pas-

sage of Scripture as an example of God’s
people in revival. They had returned to
the Promised Land after seventy years in
captivity. They had rebuilt the temple and
reinstituted the sacrifices and temple
worship. These had brought them joy.
Now they read the Law publicly and be-
gan to obey the Lord in yet another facet
of His commands for their instruction
and for their good.

DEVELOPING THE LESSON 
1. Revival started with the leader-

ship understanding the Word of God
(Neh. 8:13). At this point in Israel’s his-
tory, very few people could read and
write, and books were very expensive.
So the common person had little
knowledge of the Word of God. Priests
and scribes had access to the Scrip-
tures, but there were no schools for the
common person. There was also a lan-
guage barrier, for the people now ordi-
narily spoke Aramaic, not Hebrew, and

the Scriptures were written in Hebrew.
Therefore, it was necessary for those
who could read to read the Word of
God aloud in Hebrew and translate it
into Aramaic for the people to under-
stand. The history and explanation of
this is found in Nehemiah 8:1-12.

This is very similar to our expository
preaching today. The preacher is elevat-
ed and probably amplified so that all can
hear. He reads the Scripture and com-
ments on its meaning so that all can un-
derstand. It is important that the preach-
er or teacher give the sense and not add
or subtract from the meaning of the text.

2. Leadership then spread the
word to all the people (Neh. 8:14-15).
As they were instructed in the Scrip-
tures, those who heard the Word went
out and told it to all Israel. They were
apparently successful in telling it accu-
rately, as everyone seems to have
heard the same thing. 

The Feast of the Seventh Month was
a memorial to the way God had deliv-
ered the people from slavery and
formed them into the nation of Israel.
Their ancestors had lived in booths in
the wilderness then, and they were to
remember this each year in the seventh
month as a memorial. There was a full-
ness of content in the spreading of the
Word; and as we shall see, each per-
son did what he was supposed to do.

This points out that we too need to
have consistency in doctrine, from the
pulpit to the classroom to our daily wit-
ness. It needs to be firmly rooted in the
Word of God, nothing less and nothing
more. If elements are brought in or left
out, we then will have a mixed group of
believers who are not in agreement on
what to believe or how to properly
practice the Christian faith.

The parallel for the Christian is clear-
ly seen in the memorial of the Lord’s
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Supper, or communion. We are to do
this often as a memorial or reminder of
the death of our Saviour, the Lord Je-
sus Christ. He atoned for our sins and
brought us His righteousness on the
cross. So that we would never forget,
He instituted the memorial of the Lord’s
Supper. Scripture instructs us on how
to prepare and partake in a worthy
manner (I Cor. 11:26-29).

3. The people responded and be-
gan to do what the Lord requires
(Neh. 8:16-17). The people went out
and gathered the branches of trees to
make the booths. It was a simple thing
to do. It would also be simple not to do
it or maybe to argue that it was not rel-
evant and would fulfill no need. It may
not even have seemed a particularly
spiritual thing to do; but it was the
Lord’s way of reminding them of their
relationship with Him.

Each one had to make his own booth.
By building a replica of the first booths
made by the freed slaves, each family
would know and pass on to the younger
generation the story of the Lord’s deliv-
erance from slavery. They had to enter
the booth and live in it for an entire week.
This was the first time in many years that
the whole congregation had participated
in the Feast of Booths.

At the Lord’s Table, each person has
to look to the Lord for cleansing. Each
person has to remember the Lord’s
death for himself. As each takes the el-
ements, he or she can say, “The Lord
Jesus shed His blood for me, and I
claim it. I take it to myself. The Lord al-
lowed His body to be broken for me,
and I claim it. I take it to myself.” Just
as the Israelite had great gladness at
the Feast of Booths, so we today
should experience great joy when we
partake of the Lord’s Table.

4. Remembering the Lord’s deliver-
ance and feast through the Word of
God (Neh. 8:18). Each day of the Feast
of Booths, the Word of God was read to
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the people. They took the time to be there
hearing the proclaiming of the Word. The
combination of obeying the Lord by
building the booths, living in them, and
hearing the Word of God brought the
people “very great gladness” (vs. 17). 

ILLUSTRATING THE LESSON 
We are well counseled to remember

every day the Lord’s death and His de-
liverance of us from our sins.

CONCLUDING THE LESSON 
This is a simple and direct example

from history of the way to respond to the
Word of God and enter into a place of
blessing. The people gladly did as they
were taught by the Scripture and hon-
ored the Lord in remembering His good-
ness to their ancestors. We need to con-
centrate on honoring the Lord and letting
Him give us His joy. Attempts to gain joy
by human means will be counterpro-
ductive to any true spiritual blessing.

ANTICIPATING THE NEXT LESSON 
In our next lesson we will see a history

of corporate confession of the sins of the
people. This is not a public confession of
an individual’s sin but rather instruction
about confession of sin of any kind.

—Brian D. Doud.



Confession is primarily an acknowl-
edgment that something is true or to
view something in the same way as
someone else. In a spiritual application,
it is agreement that any action or thought
that God calls sin, we must also call sin.
In confession, one admits guilt for one’s
sin. We should not try to make an excuse
or plead that some other person or cir-
cumstance forced us to sin. When we
confess sin to God, we admit that His
Word and actions are right and that ours
are wrong and an offense to Him. We ac-
knowledge that punishment for our
wrongdoing is just, and we plead for
God’s mercy and forgiveness.

TODAY’S AIM 
Facts: to observe a corporate con-

fession of sin that was godly and done
commendably.

Principle: to understand that there is
a valid corporate confession of sin that is
acceptable to and desired by God.

Application: to apply scriptural princi-
ples in any corporate confession of sin.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON 
Confession of sin is a most serious

subject. It has been carried out by
mankind in many different ways. What
we study here is a record of God’s peo-
ple, the children of Israel, in a state of
revival and mourning about their sin,
draped in sackcloth and covered with
ashes (Neh. 9:1). Their confession,
drawn out from them by the Lord, has
much to teach us. While as a body they
all publicly confessed their sin to God,
they did not confess it to another hu-
man being.

DEVELOPING THE LESSON 
1. Separating God’s people from

everyone else (Neh. 9:2). Not only might
non-Israelites fail to understand what

they were doing, but they also might de-
tract from the corporate confession. This
can happen in any corporate spiritual ac-
tivity. Those who do not share belief in
the Lord and do not know His ways and
teaching may be disruptive, skeptical, or
even offended by our confession of sin.
They may think it is a personal attack on
their character to be included in a corpo-
rate confession of sin.

They may also fail to understand the
holiness of God. They may not agree
that an activity is sinful or that they
have anything to confess for which
they should be held responsible.

2. Acknowledging God as the Cre-
ator and Sustainer of the universe
(Neh. 9:6-7). Israel began with the ac-
knowledgment that God created every-
thing and therefore owns it all. He sus-
tains every force of nature and factor in
our existence, such as gravity, heat, light,
and time. We owe Him everything and
are responsible to Him. Until we come to
this realization and confession, we can-
not proceed with any spiritual activity. 

The people also confessed that God
called Abram and gave him the name
“Abraham.” This was the basic estab-
lishment of the household of faith, the
beginning of the people of Israel. It all
was initiated and carried forward by
God Himself.

3. Acknowledging God as the Work-
er of miracles and the Owner of all
sovereignty (Neh. 9:9-10). In establish-
ing who God is and who they were in re-
lationship with Him, they confessed that
God knew all about the circumstances of
His people and took miraculous action to
make a huge difference. God defeated
Pharaoh, the greatest ruler of his time.
God performed many miracles in bring-
ing His people out of Egypt and into the
Promised Land. God was sovereign in all
these circumstances. History is a great
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witness to the sovereignty and gracious
character of God. He remains the same
and can be trusted to fulfill His Word. 

4. Confessing to God His right-
eousness and our sinfulness (Neh.
9:30-36). God’s patience with His peo-
ple when they were wayward and His
mercy in dealing with them were con-
fessed back to Him. God had sent
prophets to speak to the people to in-
form them of His displeasure with their
sin. He had displayed His gracious-
ness in blessing them even when they
were in sin. Although they had been
chastened for their waywardness, God
had not allowed them to be totally de-
feated and dispersed, as many ancient
peoples had been. They confessed
that God had been just and righteous
in all that He had done.

Corporate confession of sin has its
parallel in our private lives, although it
involves our own personal sin, not the
sins of others. This is done alone in our
hearts with the Lord, even if we are sur-
rounded by many worshippers or in a
hostile setting.

ILLUSTRATING THE LESSON 
We win God’s approval and His

cleansing when we confess our sin to
Him.
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CONCLUDING THE LESSON 
In many church services there are un-

saved people. One could be the spouse
of a believer who goes to church in con-
cession or for companionship with his
spouse. There are children who are
brought up in the church but have nev-
er entered into a personal relationship
with the Lord. There may be sincere
seekers who have not yet made a com-
mitment to the Lord. If there is to be any
confession of the sins of the congrega-
tion, it must be done in a way that is cor-
rect before God. The expression of a
corporate confession of sin may have
to wait for a strong spirit of revival.

More and more we are seeing peo-
ple stand up to express hatred for God
and His rule over mankind. They pas-
sionately protest having any reminder
of their responsibility to God, such as a
display of the Ten Commandments. We
must not be pressured by them to
change our doctrine or our practice of
the faith once delivered to the saints.

We must remember that when the cir-
cumstances of life seem at their worst,
God is at work to rescue His people and
bring glory to His name. His people are
sometimes persecuted and killed. Some-
times it is necessary for His people to
stand up and be counted even if it does
mean persecution. Corporate confession
of sin may still be called for and followed.

God still works miracles. It need not
be as spectacular as parting the Red
Sea to still be considered a miracle.
Our part is to remember His justice,
mercy, grace, and forgiveness. We
must respond to His love with confes-
sion and forsaking of our sin. He bless-
es us as He sees fit. He brings joy to
His people as they follow Him.

ANTICIPATING THE NEXT LESSON 
In our next lesson we will explore

what can be learned from the experi-
ence of Israel as they dedicated the
newly finished wall around Jerusalem.

—Brian D. Doud.



The ordinary happenings in our lives
hold great promise as objects of praise
and rejoicing in the Lord. A wedding,
the birth of a child, even a beautiful
sunset can draw us out in joy, wonder,
and praise to God. We first have to de-
cide that we will set our hearts on find-
ing these occasions and using them to
thank and praise God. Then we have to
keep reminding ourselves until it be-
comes a habit, a norm of life. Each of
us could become a leader of others in
this area—sort of a cheerleader for
God.

The building of the protecting wall
around the city of Jerusalem furnished
just such an occasion in Israel’s histo-
ry. The wall was needed to protect the
people of Jerusalem. Building the wall
involved a lot of long, hard work. God
had blessed them in enabling them to
complete the task. Ezra and Nehemiah
had led the people in the work, and it
now was time to lead them in honoring
the Lord with a dedication celebration.

TODAY’S AIM
Facts: to see the unfolding events

and the actions of Israel in revival.
Principle: to learn from Israel’s cel-

ebration of God’s blessing and copy
the principle.

Application: to use the events of life
as triggering points to praise and cele-
brate the goodness and blessings of
the Lord.

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
The temple had been built, the wor-

ship of the Lord reestablished, and
many (though not all) of the people of
Israel had returned from captivity in
Persia. Now the wall around Jerusalem
had been completed, and it was time
to mark the occasion with sacrifices, a
dedication of the wall, and a feast.

Ezra, Nehemiah, and all the people set
out to create a memory, and God took
part by giving them rejoicing hearts.

DEVELOPING THE LESSON
1. Gathering everybody for the ded-

ication of the wall (Neh. 12:27-36). Just
who did the organizing is not complete-
ly clear, but Ezra and Nehemiah were the
leaders of this dedication of the com-
pleted wall around Jerusalem. All the
people had worked together building the
wall, and they could hardly be blamed for
rejoicing in the security and protection it
afforded. But in a larger sense, while it
was good and commendable to build the
wall, everyone recognized that God was
ultimately their protection. Building the
wall did not indicate that they did not
trust the Lord’s protection. They were
simply doing a prudent and sensible
thing.

Now they chose to dedicate the wall to
the protection of the people and the glo-
ry of God. As we follow the narrative, we
realize that this part of their lives was an
opportunity to praise and thank the Lord
for His protection and blessing. They rec-
ognized and appointed to their places
singers, instrumentalists, and choirs of
people. It appears that there was a pro-
cession and a certain amount of cere-
mony and formality. They wanted to
praise the Lord to the best of their abili-
ty. They were also creating a memory
that would encourage their faith and the
faith of successive generations in future
days and years.

2. Positioning everyone for praise
(Neh. 12:38). It is part of God’s great
plan that each person has certain tal-
ents and God-given gifts. A person
may be talented at singing, but it is not
the same as the gift of ministering
through song. Two talented men may
stand up and give the same speech,
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but the one with the gift of evangelism
will lead far more people to the Lord,
even though he uses the same words.
Ezra and Nehemiah knew this; so they
recognized and appointed the singers,
the priests and Levites, the princes of
Judah, and those who played instru-
ments. Nehemiah and Ezra had places
as well.

The people were divided into two
companies. When the procession end-
ed, the two companies were facing
each other. They may have sung and
played antiphonally. They may have
used Psalm 136, with one group say-
ing, “O give thanks unto the Lord; for
he is good,” and the other group re-
sponding, “For his mercy endureth for
ever” (vs. 1). The psalm progressed
with more statements of praiseworthy
things God had done, and they would
have used the same answer as a refrain
on each.

3. The beautiful result of orderly
praise (Neh. 12:43). A large number of
sacrifices were offered. These were burnt
offerings, which did not totally consume
the animal offered but left plenty of meat
for any who wanted to enter into the sac-
rifice by eating some of it. Eating meat of-
fered to God was an act of worship. This
is the reason the apostles and elders told
the new Gentile Christians that they
should not eat meat offered to idols (Acts
15:28-29). Eating the meat offered to
God was a statement of faith, much as
taking the elements of communion is a
statement of belief that Christ’s broken
body and shed blood were on our behalf.

The sacrifices provided for a feast
that gave the people great joy and re-
joicing. Ordinarily, sacrifices and most
acts of worship were carried out by the
men, the heads of the households. So
it is very special to note here that the
women and children entered into the
joy as well. It was such a great and loud
celebration that it could be heard from
a long way off.
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ILLUSTRATING THE LESSON
Even practical events that do not

seem spiritual can be used to rejoice in
the Lord and praise Him.

CONCLUDING THE LESSON
When we have a thankful and wor-

shipful heart, the occasions of life will fur-
nish us with ample opportunities to
praise the Lord and thank Him for any-
thing and everything that is good. It is
best to praise and thank Him even when
a matter does not turn out well; perhaps
it is a lesson to be learned. As the Apos-
tle Paul wrote, “In every thing give
thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning you” (I Thess. 5:18).

We thank Him for the blessings that
bring us joy. We also thank Him for the
trials that make us strong in our faith.
We do not rejoice because of our great
accomplishments but because of the
goodness of God. He protects us and
provides our daily needs just as He did
for those who had returned to
Jerusalem.

ANTICIPATING THE NEXT LESSON
What does it mean to sanctify a day?

How should we sanctify the Lord’s
Day? Our next lesson will be about
sanctifying the Lord’s Day.

—Brian D. Doud.



One would think that with a recent re-
vival involving all the people, a reestab-
lishment of temple worship, and the
completion of a wall around the city of
Jerusalem that brought life back to nor-
mal, all would have been well. But since
the creation of the world, God had set
aside the seventh day of the week, or
Sabbath Day, as a needed rest for
mankind and a memorial that God was
their Creator and Sustainer.

Now that the Israelites were no
longer slaves and were free to pursue
life as they wished, they were not ob-
serving the Sabbath. They were work-
ing, buying, and selling in violation of
the Sabbath rules. Israel had gone into
captivity because they did not let the
land observe the Sabbaths established
for it, and now the people were violat-
ing the Sabbath again. There is often a
consequence for sin in this life, as
Scripture says, “because of our iniqui-
ties” (Isa. 64:7). Nehemiah the admin-
istrator was upset and took action.

TODAY’S AIM
Facts: to show how God’s people vi-

olated the Sabbath.
Principle: to see whether there is a

parallel in our experience today where
the same principle could apply.

Application: to govern our lives by
whatever we can establish as the
“Christian Sabbath.” 

INTRODUCING THE LESSON
Reestablishing the temple and wor-

ship as prescribed by God was a won-
derful thing. Celebrating the goodness
of the Lord in enabling them to build
the wall was a good and spiritual thing
to do. But this did not completely
change the pattern of thinking of the
people. They were still thinking like
slaves in a foreign land instead of like

God’s people in a place of blessing.
Part of God’s plan for Israel was to

observe the Sabbath. Maybe they
could not do so while in a foreign land;
but now that they had returned to the
Promised Land, they were in control of
their situation. The Sabbath Day of rest
was to remind the people that God was
their Creator and that He had created
the world in six days and rested on the
seventh. This was to be a memorial for-
ever. Their failure to observe the Sab-
bath went deeper than not resting on
that day. It meant they were also not
honoring the Lord as they should. They
were ignoring Him and His command-
ment in this regard.

DEVELOPING THE LESSON
1. Nehemiah observed two prob-

lems (Neh. 13:15-16). Nehemiah saw
people working instead of resting on
the Sabbath. They were doing their
usual work in the vineyards and fields.
They were loading up their beasts of
burden, which they were supposed to
rest as well. They were even transport-
ing their produce into the holy city of
Jerusalem on the Sabbath Day and
selling it.

One could argue that if the grain was
ready to harvest and the grapes were
ready for winemaking, then they had to
sell these items. It might be true that
setting aside one day to honor the Lord
would cost them something. The time-
less principle here is that one does not
sacrifice to God that which costs one
nothing (II Sam. 24:24). One is expect-
ed to give God of his firstfruits, not his
leftovers or freebies. The same would
be true of the Sabbath observance;
God comes first, and the outcome is
left up to Him.

They were also allowing the heathen
people around them to sell them their
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wares on the Sabbath in Jerusalem.
They were allowing unbelievers to pro-
fane the Sabbath in their midst.

2. Nehemiah brought the prob-
lems to the attention of those who
needed to do something about them
(Neh. 13:17-18). God has ordered His
world so that in every situation, some-
one is responsible to Him and to the
people around him. Nehemiah ap-
pealed first to the secular leadership.
These were the nobles of Judah whom
Nehemiah charged with doing this
wrong. They were in control, but they
were not doing anything about this sin;
so they were just as guilty as if they had
done it themselves. Nehemiah remind-
ed them that their ancestors had done
the same things, and it had brought
God’s judgment upon them. It had
caused them to be taken captive to
Persia for seventy years. Did they want
to have that happen again?

3. Nehemiah did what he could to
gain compliance with the law (Neh.
13:19-21). Whether any of the nobles got
the message and tried to stop the wrong-
doing, we are not told. But Nehemiah
had people who worked for him whom
he ordered to shut the gates of the city
and thus stop the commerce on the Sab-
bath. Those who had previously sold
their wares in the city on the Sabbath
were kept outside the city, but they re-
mained outside the walls. Their presence
might have enticed the citizens of
Jerusalem to go outside the city to buy
and bring their wares back inside, thus
continuing to violate the Sabbath. Ne-
hemiah put a stop to all this.

4. Nehemiah positioned the spiritu-
al leaders to do their part (Neh. 13:22).
It was not necessary for Nehemiah to be
continually involved in the situation.
There were responsible people who
could be entrusted with the task. Ne-
hemiah set them apart to cleanse them-
selves ceremonially and keep the gates
closed at the right times.
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ILLUSTRATING THE LESSON
We should honor the Lord, even if we

are alone in doing so, and leave the
consequences to Him.

CONCLUDING THE LESSON
On the matter of the Sabbath, we must

remember that the early church set aside
Sunday, the first day of the week, as a
special day to gather to worship the Lord
Jesus because He rose from the dead on
the first day of the week. This came to be
the day Christians set aside as the Chris-
tian day of rest.

In a larger sense, we do well to ob-
serve that the Christian who is saved
by grace and ceases from his own
works enters into God’s rest. Then
every day becomes a day of rest, a
Sabbath (Heb. 4:9-11). To insist on do-
ing good works to save oneself by
works would be to fail to enter into
God’s rest. It would thus be impossible
to truly keep the Christian Sabbath, or
day of rest, without first receiving the
gift of salvation through faith in Christ.

ANTICIPATING THE NEXT LESSON
Next quarter’s study on “First

Things” begins with the praises of God
as Creator of all.

—Brian D. Doud.


