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NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE, OPEN DAY

THE FIRST STEP IN THE JOURNEY OF FIVE INDIVIDUALS…
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SAMANTHA

SHAFIA

PAUL

DIVYA …OF HOW THEY TURNED FROM PUPILS TO 
PROFESSIONALS

…FROM LEARNERS
TO HEALERS.

THIS IS THE STORY OF
TRIUMPHS

AND CHALLENGES…

 …FROM APPRENTICES
TO DOCTORS
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YAO QUAN  …OF 5 YEARS IN
MEDICAL SCHOOL.

THESE ARE THE TALES FROM THE
YONG LOO LIN SCHOOL OF MEDICINE.
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Man, 
I really 
hope my

portfolio
impresses

the 
panel.

MEANWHILE...

THE FIRST STEP TOWARDS BECOMING A
STUDENT STARTS HERE: BRAVING THE

ADMISSIONS EXERCISE.
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I’m nervous about today.
Not sure if I’m good enough. 

There’ll be 
thousands of smart

 JC kids applying.
They probably won’t

even look at
my application!

You’re already
good enough,

sweetie. I’m 
nervous 

and excited 
all at the 
same time! 

Gahh!

This 
is what

I want, Appa.
I considered
nursing and

occupational
therapy.

They’re good
courses 

but…

This past year, 
I volunteered 
at old folks’ 

homes and 
worked part-
time at clinics. 
And I realised 

something. 
There is  

nothing else 
I want to do, 
other than

be a doctor. 
This is my

calling. I know 
this in my

heart, Appa.

Ibu*, 
what if 
I don’t
get in?

Appa*, 
I’m going
for my

 med school
admissions
exercise.

My daughter,
the future

doctor! How
 do you feel,

sayang*?

Ah Girl*, 
whether you 

from ITE or Poly, 
don’t care one!

You might have taken
longer than everybody

to get to where you
are but you are as

good as anybody else.

*DARLING

*LOCAL COLLOQUIALISM FOR ‘YOUNG WOMAN

*MOTHER

*FATHER

Are 
you sure you  

want to do this? 
They  say a lot of 

people get rejected. 
You were looking 

at other 
courses…
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It definitely 
covers more 

than some 
of our 

applicants’.

We 
need to 

see how you 
perform in your 

interview as well. 
Maybe instead of 
focusing on your 
portfolio, focus 

on why you 
want to be a 

doctor. 

Do you 
need me 
to go

with you?
For 

support? No, Appa.
Just rest.

I’ll be
back by the
 afternoon. 

And 
take
your 
meds! yo.

YAO 
QUAN! 

I HAVEN’T  
SEEN YOU 

SINCE 
JC! 

well...

well?

It’s a
decent

portfolio.

Decent?
That’s
all?

But is it 
enough?

PREVIOUSLY...

AT PRESENT

NUS SCIENCE CANTEEN

Thank you so 
much for taking 
the time for this 

consultation, 
prof. I really 
appreciate it.

So…Is my
 portfolio

strong
enough?
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*NUS MEDICINE INTERVIEWS AN ESTIMATED 1,200 CANDIDATES 
EVERY YEAR IN APRIL, OF WHICH ONLY 300 ARE ACCEPTED.

ADMISSIONS INTERVIEWS*
hey man, 

What are you 
doing here? 

What do you think, 
EUGENE?

Your first steps 
towards fulfilling your 

family’s legacy. You 
nervous about the 

interviews? 

I’m sure the panel 
knows who my Dad is. 
If not, I’ll just find a 

way to name drop.

Are you 
serious, 
Yao Quan? 

The selection 
process is 

objective! It tests  
your character and 
whether you have 
the potential to 
be a doctor. You 
can’t expect to 
enter based on 
your father’s  
achievements!

good luck
in there!

Thanks.
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IN THE LONGITUDINAL 
PATIENT EXPERIENCE 
(LPE) PROGRAMME, 
INTERDISCIPLINARY 

TEAMS OF MEDICINE, 
NURSING AND PHARMACY 
STUDENTS VISIT PATIENTS 

IN THEIR HOMES, 
BEFRIEND THEM AND 

COME TO UNDERSTAND 
HOW ILLNESS AFFECTS 

THEIR LIVES. 

Son, let me 
introduce to you 
our new friend, 

Samantha.

THANK 
YOU, MADAM 

SHAHIRA.  
HOW ARE YOU, 

ALIFF?

Aliff has 
autism, he 
was born 

prematurely 
and had so 

many medical 
problems 

when he was 
a baby.

I’m grateful 
for all the 

small steps of 
improvement that 
Aliff shows day 

by day.

THE HOME 
VISITS, SUCH AS 

THIS ONE TO MADAM 
SHAHIRA AND ALIFF, 
make my learning 
experience much 

more real. I started 
to appreciate 
how dynamic 

healthcare is–

it gave me 
a peek into 

the challenges 
we would 
face when 
we become 
doctors. 

THE LONGITUDINAL PATIENT 
EXPERIENCE PROGRAMME 

FACILITATES THE OPPORTUNITY 
FOR MEDICAL STUDENTS TO 
JOURNEY WITH A PATIENT 

OVER THE COURSE OF ONE 
YEAR BY MAKING REGULAR 

HOME VISITS. 
CHECK OUT OTHER WAYS WE SERVE  

THE COMMUNITY:

MEANWHILE, SAMANTHA, SHAFIA AND 
THE OTHER APPLICANTS HAVE THEIR INTERVIEWS

Welcome,
Divya.

You seem
nervous.

No-
I mean,
 yes,

slightly.

Well,
don’t be.
Just be

yourself.

16



184 185

The study of Medicine is a decision not to be undertaken lightly. 
It is a long arduous course of training, not only of the mind, but of 
the heart, ears, eyes, hands, soul and everything that makes up a 
person—their character, values, determination, insight, curiosity and 
potential. Without the full commitment of the whole person and a 
deep-rooted foundation in the best values of humanity—humility, 
integrity, compassion, and respect—the doctor may survive but will 
be tossed about and bruised by the mental, physical, ethical and 
moral currents of the profession. 

“A profession in many instances,” to quote Sir John Anderson in his 
speech at the opening of the School on 28th September 1905, “of 
unselfish devotion and splendid achievement, a profession with very 
lofty ideals and one which calls for all the best qualities, mental and 
moral, which a man can give. It demands not only freshness and 
vigour of body, but steadiness and skill in hand and eye. It wants 
infinite patience and keenest sympathy, and to all these qualities, 
there has to be added unfaltering courage.” 

Remember this, and, as you study and practise this great profession, 
take time and care to tend to the whole, not only of your patients 
but yourself.

I bid you Godspeed and all the best on your journey.

Chong Yap Seng
Lien Ying Chow Professor in Medicine
Dean, Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine
National University of Singapore

Afterword



In this medical bildungsroman, five students at the  
Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine in NUS learn to overcome their 

personal demons and make the transition from learners to healers.

Divya, Yao Quan, Paul, Samantha and Shafia could not have come 
from more different backgrounds. But the classmates have to learn 

to come together and support one another through what could 
possibly be the most difficult time of their lives: medical school.

Richly illustrated with references to actual locations in the  
School, this manga offers a rare, intimate peek into the  
day-to-day struggles and triumphs of medical students.
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