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For my life bandmates:
Suhana the Tuner, Mya the Shredder,
Hamka the Beatboxer and Avicenna
the Growler.
Thank you for making me quit
my one-man. band,

This is a love letter to my consiglieres:
Azlan Daniel (Landen), Mohammad Imran (Tupak),
Hasafarudy (Rudy), Arif Fauzan (Ojan),
Raja Azhar (RR) and Zan Azlee (Zan).



a look that reminded people
of the singer Max Cavalera,

We were in a metal band
together back then. He rocked

the others?
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I'm not sure.
RR was the only
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we were all to
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- —— eah, I got them,
{ - — I'll pass them to you
e — later. Right now I'm just
-~ worried that Landen will bail
- out at the last minute, It
- — would be such a
“"/_, - — waste,
-
Relax, dude. We still have time.
This is our last chance to hang
out with him as bachelors!
~ T don't think he'll bail.
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It's only 9.45pm. Our bus
leaves at 11.30pm, right?

You have all
the tickets, right?
Hotel bookings?
All settled?

One of our friends was getting
married, so we were treating
him to a trip to Hat Yai,

Come to think of ie, I dor't
believe Landen had ever
travelled outside of Malaysia.
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You called?
Were you guys worried
I wouldn't show? Hah!
Have a little confidence,

will ya?
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Tupak is the one
on the left. He's
an undiscovered
rapper.

On the right is
Rudy, who was
also my bandmate...
from another band, ’
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Okay, everyone's

here except for the

main man of the event.

The W\

Have any of you seen

Landen?

P finally arrived!

He's the smartest
kid I've ever met.

Our college system follows

the

one at Indiana University,

which has a passing mark of

IFC"
get

at 75%. You can only
an "A" if you score 959

and above,

And. this guy cons;j
stored a 4.'3 GPA stertly

Crazy, righe?! '
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x of us would go to Hat Yai, Thailand, to

fore he got hitched, Then, evergone could

This was the plan: the si |
k to Malaysia or continue to

na out with Landen be
21?: ?vhat they wanted—either head bac
travel. Super flexible and no commitments.

This comic documents our experience travelling through Southeast Asia. This is NOT
a guidebook with travelling tips. You can easily get that type of information online.
What I'm sharing is my experience and it's all very personal.

Similar to others, the group of us landed our first jobs after graduating from college.
The salaries were meagre, but we saved every day with the goal of venturing out
and travelling. ¢ has been a dream of mine since I was a kid. Before this trip, I
thought I had some street smarts—I read the news, kept up with current affairs; but
I soon found out I was completely oblivious to the "real” world.

What I'm sharing in this book are true stories (well, almost!); stories that
have made an impact on my life and experiences that have shaped my
perception and understanding of the world, These incidents have slapped
my version of readlity out of my head, and taught me what the world

is really like. I call these stories..

wd REALITY BITCHSLAP!

It was 1.30pm. We were all excited and ready
for our big adventure,

I brought my old friend, Walkman for
the trip. T picked my top 10 Favourite

Cassettes and brought them with me so
I could choose from at least & songs,

In the early 2000s, that was a lo¢!
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wguess dll the trash talk

eek outside the window
drained us,

nd readlised we were still in

Kuala Lumpur..

I took a p
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't
noisy
people who talked

to see each
\ trash., Now, if I saw these

kids, I would give them

Yeah, I admit, we were
a biechslap myself! Heh!

| those annoyingly

Young

wand I turned on my Walkman.

our mouths shue
he bus.

We were so extited For
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the trip and
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Suddenly, everyone went quiet and relaxed into the bus ride,
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people here had
beautiful girls..

we are
definicely in
Thailand!

rno problem getting

We were in a different country, but it sure looked like Malaysia.
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ABOUT THE CREATOR

Arif Rafhan is a comic artist, pre-production visualiser,
mural artist and animator based in Malaysia. His work
spans from web comics, non-fiction graphic novels,
to murals in libraries, streets and corporate offices.
His pre-production work involves both local and
international clients. He also does animation services
for local production companies and is working on his
own short animated film debut. Since 2018, he has
been working closely with the cartoonist Lat as an inker
on several projects. More of Arif's work can be seen on
social media under the name Superdoofus.



EHLSE0NS, happy pizza,

F4 boy band-Arifand the boys get
caught up in some U] HOUGOLGET:
situations as they take their
first epic trip around

SOUTHEASTASIA

Based on the [;[[.[. [{[F[2 adventures
of the creator, Reality Bitchslap
is a [[{[[{L. {078 coming-of-age
comic about [\TI'AT([:]) moments
we’d never want to encounter.
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