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To fund the arts is 
to fund democracy.
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2

Democracy 
involves dissent.
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Democracy involves debate, the contest of 

arguments, the sharing of different opinions. In 

such situations, dissent is inevitable. And this 

dissent deserves public funding because this is 

the way to cultivate a public sphere, or to create 

the conditions in which both assent and dissent 

may emerge without fear or favour. 
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3

The public 
consists of diverse 
minority groups.
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Arts funding is about disbursing public money 

according to public needs. But what exactly do 

we mean by the public? It cannot mean only the 

majority. Popular sovereignty does not mean 

tyranny of the majority. As much as democracy 

requires majority rule, it also requires minority 

rights. In between elections, minority views 

must be given fair play in the legislature, the 

media and also the arts. Thus, funding guide-

lines have to address the needs of a dynamic 

and diverse public, not a static and homoge-

neous one. 
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