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The Beauty of Tiong Bahru

My first memory of Tiong Bahru is rooted in 1997, when

| enrolled in Nanyang Polytechnic’s School of Business.
The faculty occupied a vacated secondary school building
along Lower Delta Road—it is now the Tiong Bahru
Examinations Centre—while an integrated campus was
being built in Yio Chu Kang. | spent two years exploring
accountancy... and the neighbourhood.

Fast-forward to the present day. | have returned to the estate,
this time as the owner of an independent bookstore on Yong
Siak Street. Tiong Bahru has seen many changes in the past
few years. From the sleepy district that | remember, it has
assumed a stylish persona as new shops and residences have
sprung up, replacing some of the older ones, even as some
other areas have been assigned conservation status. More
young families are moving in and calling this place home. The
current atmosphere suggests to me what the early days here
must have been like, when the estate was newly built in the
1930s and our country was inching towards independence.

We Love Tiong Bahru is timely as it comes at a juncture of
transitions. The lovely drawings in this book not only ‘archive’
the current views of the neighbourhood but they also remind
us to do our part in ensuring that the beauty of Tiong Bahru
continues to exist for generations to come.

Kenny Leck

Owner, BooksActually



"“The lor' (sauce) is very fasty and fley give lots of crispy crumcly
stuff, wiicl, s sublime wihen fLe noodles have a few minutes 4o
soak up the gravy. T atso veally like their crispy meat {ritters,
very 'pang' (so\vowy). This s Low lor mee skould be like: crispy
{ried stufd drowned in 4 gooey, tasty 'lor'

- Dr Leslie Tay, author, Only the Best! The IEat-IShoot-
IPost Guide To Singapore's Shiokest Hawker Food

T veally like $he fexture of fiis clwee kuel T is soft fo
the bite and you can eat it even if you remove botl, upper
and lower dentures. (No, T don't wear dentures!) Tie fexture
sets it apact from all fre ofler clwee kuehs T have eaten.
T4's no wonder as they still mill ieiv own rice fo make tle

vice flour for tle cLwee kuel,”

- Dr Leslie Tay






“Our name was conceived from fle days of
bazaar bookselling at NUS. We'd display books
acvoss two or tLree tables, but students would
sometimes Come up fo ask wihat we were selling.

We'd always deadpan, 'Books, actually!

m

- Kenny Leck, owner, BooksActually
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“For-[»y Hands sevves exc
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T#'s wiy we make the 4rip o Tiong Batran"

some of e best cappuccinos

Ng Uhde, authors of

Latent Images: Film in Singapore

- Jan Uhde and Yvonne
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"T (ived n Block 38 for 12 years. Two affernoons a week, my
foreign students came for fieir Clinese lesson. The one-lour
SesSIons -(:VﬁquV\ﬂy led +o furtler discussions over afternoon

fea amidst dle dranguillity of tie neighbourtood. Tn fie lafe
evening, T'd walk fo fie little Seng Pol, Garden for my daily Ta}j}
practice. Strolling back afferwards, T'd offen see fLat Lappy old
lady af fle car park, feeding e stray cats. Wien T got Lome,
T'd remind my fwo cats Low lucky fhey weve. Wiile fle ginger cat

would simply ignore me, my black cat always replied, Meow."”
- Nicholas Ang, Taiji and Chinese-language teacher
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“As a small boy, T lived n a4 walk-up apariment belind
s old post office. Among otler clildhood activities,
T toved going o tie nearby community cendre on Clinese | like 3 call Hais ong
{estive occasions, as tley'd Lave open—air TV screenings “wne Devil's Maioo”
of Clinese legends, like Nezha or Monkey God.

- Zhixuan, designer
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T close fo sketcl the Regency Suites because T used fo
visit feiends wio lived fheve. T like e condrast witi, 4te
smaller building on the left and fle lush greenery n front.”

- Rafael Bernar, oil trader
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p28

p29

p30

p31
pp32-33
p34
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Blk 82 Tiong Poh Rd, Paul Wang

Blk 75 Tiong Poh Rd, Paul Wang
Tiong Bahru Market, Don Low

View of Tiong Bahru Market, Lesley Tan

Lor mee and wanton noodles stalls,
Tiong Bahru Food Centre, Favian Ee

Jian Bo Shui Kueh stall, Paul Wang

Fresh fruit stall, Tiong Bahru Market,
Don Low

Fresh fruit stall, Yan Hao

Yong Huat upholstery shop,
Seng Poh Lane, Lesley Tan

Joss burner, Favian Ee

Backyard gardens, Seng Poh Lane,
Phyllis Chong

Old Tiong Bahru Bak Kut Teh,
Blk 58 Seng Poh Rd, Marvin Chew

Blk 71 Seng Poh Rd, Marvin Chew
Blk 64 Tiong Poh Rd, Betty Huang
Tiong Poh Rd, Francis Theo

Back alley view from Eng Hoon St,
Tia Boon Sim

Durian seller, Don Low

Blk 57 Eng Hoon St, Francis Theo
Blk 57, Zhu Hong

Joss burner, Richard Yow

Blk 58 Seng Poh Rd, Don Low

Old coffeeshop, Blk 57 Eng Hoon St,
Paul Wang

p35
pp36-37

p39

pp40-41
pp42-43
pp44-45

pp46-47
p48

pp50-51
pp52-53
p54

pp56-57
pp58-59
pp60-61

p62
p63
pp64-65

pp66-67

pp68-69

pp70-71

p72

p73

Blk 58 Seng Poh Rd, Paul Wang

Qi Tian Gong Temple, 44 Eng Hoon St,
Francis Theo

Parked tricycle, Don Low
Blk 64 Tiong Poh Rd, Francis Theo
St Matthew's Church, Francis Theo

Nostalgia Hotel Singapore,
77 Tiong Bahru Rd, Marlo Sudaria

Blk 72 Seng Poh Rd, Hiroto Watanabe

Tiong Bahru Community Centre,
67A Eu Chin St, Yan Hao

Back lane, Sit Wah Rd, Francis Theo
Blk 81 Tiong Poh Rd, Don Low

Corner coffeeshop, Blk 74
Tiong Poh Rd, Don Low

Blk 65 Tiong Poh Rd, Don Low
Yong Siak St, Alvin Mark Tan

BooksActually, 9 Yong Siak St,
Francis Theo

Interior, BooksActually, drewscape
Windmills, Blk 78 Yong Siak St, Don Low

View of ‘The Regency at Tiong Bahru’
from Yong Siak St, Yan Hao

Open Door Policy, 19 Yong Siak St,
Tia Boon Sim

Forty Hands, 78 Yong Siak St,
Tia Boon Sim

The Orange Thimble café,
56 Eng Hoon St, Tia Boon Sim

Window from interior of The
Orange Thimble café, Edric Hsu

Old bicycle, Favian Ee

p74 Blk 77 Seng Poh Rd, Paul Wang
p75 Blk 76 Guan Chuan St, Paul Wang
pp76-77 Hua Bee Restaurant, Blk 78
Moh Guan Terrace, Alvin Mark Tan
pp78-79 Moh Guan Terrace, Tia Boon Sim
p80 Moh Guan Terrace, Teoh Yi Chie
p81 Cat going up Blk 78 Moh Guan
Terrace, Alvin Mark Tan
p82 Red Mercedes convertible at Blk 78,
Alvin Mark Tan
p83 Blk 78, Hiroto Watanabe
p84 Tiong Bahru Post Office,
Blk 28 Tiong Bahru Rd, Patrick Ng
p85 Old mailboxes, Tiong Bahru
Post Office, Favian Ee
p86 Twin Regency, 26/28 Kim Tian Rd,
Marlo Sudaria
p87 Regency Suites, 36 Kim Tian Rd,
Rafael Bernar
pp88-89 Tiong Bahru Plaza, 302 Tiong Bahru Rd,
Francis Theo
po1 Playground, Tiong Bahru Park,
Tiong Bahru Rd, Edric Hsu
pp92-93 Playground, Tiong Bahru Park,
Francis Theo
p95 Sidewalk coffeeshop near
Tiong Bahru Market, Don Low
p96 Qi Tian Gong Temple, April Yip
BACK COVER

Jian Bo Shui Kueh stall,
Tiong Bahru Food Centre, Don Low




About the series

Our Neighbourhoods is a series of sketchbooks
dedicated to neighbourhoods in Singapore.

Each book features drawings from the group of
artists called Urban Sketchers Singapore, coupled
with the recollections of people who live or work in
the community. The books are unique in capturing

a 'time capsule’ of the place. We Love Tiong Bahru

is the second book in the series. The first,

We Love Toa Payoh, was published in 2012.

Look for forthcoming titles on www.epigrambooks.sg.

About Urban Sketchers Singapore

Urban Sketchers Singapore is an informal group

of artists who draw the places they visit, capturing
what they see from direct observation on location.
See urbansketchers-singapore.blogspot.sg for more
details of their sketching sojourns.
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Tiong Bahru is Singapore's first public housing estate. Built in

the 1930s by the Singapore Improvement Trust (SIT), the original
784 flats, 54 tenements and 33 shops housed over 6,000 people.
Its name is uniquely Singaporean— ‘tiong’ is Hokkien for cemetery
and ‘bahru’ is Malay for ‘new'—a reference to the presence of

a burial ground in the area before the SIT development.

The neighbourhood was known as a ‘den of beauties’ in its

early years, reputedly because the rich housed their mistresses
here. Some of the old remains: the characteristic balconies and
staircases of the buildings; its neighbourly spirit; its smallness,
which means everything is within walking distance. The return
of trendy eateries and modish lifestyle stores has also restored

somewhat the allure of its early glamour years.

ISBN 978-981-07-3625-5
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www.epigrambooks.sg
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