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Jewel in the Crown

This book opens a window to one of the oldest
neighbourboods in Singapore. A jewel in the crown
of Singapore’s efforts to house its rapidly growing
population, the former swamp now comprises lovely
little domains, each with its own character and story.

One of the most prominent landmarks in the
neighbourhood is, of course, the three-sided Block 53.
Standing on a hillock along Lorong 4 Toa Payoh, this

unique orange-and-white block, with a viewing floor

at the roof, has played host to many dignitaries,

the most distinguished of whom was Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth Il. Her arrival in 1972 is an occasion
I will remember for life, because it was my family's
top-floor flat she visited.

The wonderful collection of drawings in this book,
beautifully executed by a group of talented artists

from Urban Sketchers Singapore, capture what's
quintessentially Toa Payoh, making this book a must-
have, not only of people who have lived or worked in this
neighbourhood, but also every true-blue Singaporean.

Jerome Lim
thelongnwindingroad.wordpress.com







“I'm a Toa Payol, boy, inside and outside.

T even witnessed McDonald's moving
nto the estate n the 19805, $aking

over fle old Kong Clian cinemal”

- Kenny Leck, owner, BooksActually
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"T use batter, wiyicl, forms a seal around fle
{ish when placed n the Lot oil. This is Low

we get it crispy outside, and fender inside.”

- Michael Molina, owner, Fish & Chips @ Cafe Wok Inn
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T grew up n Block 124 Lovong 1, so working
n SPH is 4 (ot like coming Lome. Oddly,

my most memorable dreams ave ones 1n WiICl,

T am back n my old Lome, but as an adult.”

- John Lui, journalist, The Straits Times
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List of Sketches and Contributors
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Toa Payoh Seu Teck Sean Tong,
Tan Peng Koon
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ppl10-11

pp12-13

pl4

p15

pl6

p17

p18

Dragon playground, Blk 28 Lor 6,
Paul Wang

View of Blk 53 Lor 4, Tia Boon Sim
HDB Hub, Teoh Yi Chie
Interior of HDB Hub, Marlo Sudaria

The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf,
HDB Hub, Don Low

Toa Payoh Bus Interchange,
Tia Boon Sim

Skylight inside Toa Payoh MRT
Station, Richard Yow

Views from inside Toa Payoh Bus
Interchange, drewscape

Waiting passengers at Toa Payoh
Bus Interchange, April Yip

Patrons at Toa Payoh Bus
Interchange, Olivier Mermet

Impressions of Toa Payoh Bus
Interchange (top) and Toa Payoh
MRT Station (bottom) on
Samsung Galaxy Note, Zhu Hong

p19

p20

p21
pp22-23

pp24-25

p27
p28

p29

p30

p31

pp32-33

pp34-35

pp36-37

p38

p39

pp40-41
p42

Queues at Toa Payoh Bus
Interchange, Don Low

At Toa Payoh Bus Interchange:
Clothing stall, Christian Cailleaux
(top), and People on steps,

April Yip (bottom)

Posters at HDB Hub, drewscape

Inside Toa Payoh MRT Station,
drewscape

Popular Book Store @ Toa Payoh,
April Yip

Toa Payoh Mall, Pocholo Estremos

"Lucky Pisang Raja” fritters, Blk 177
Toa Payoh Central, Wong Si-Y

"“Lucky Pisang Raja" stall,
Alvin Mark Tan

“Shenton Way Famous Mee Goreng”
stall, Blk 177 Toa Payoh Central,
Wong Si-Y

“Shenton Way Famous Mee Goreng”
stall, drewscape

Elderly men playing draughts,
void deck, Blk 179 Toa Payoh Central,
Alvin Mark Tan

Chinese shrine at an old tree,
Toa Payoh Central, April Yip

Fruit store, Blk 183 Toa Payoh Mall,
Paul Wang

Fruit store, Blk 183 Toa Payoh Mall,
Don Low

View of Toa Payoh Community
Library and HDB blocks, Zhu Hong.

Toa Payoh Community Library, Mark Ng

Spiral staircase, Toa Payoh Mall,
Melvin Tan

p43

pp44-45

pp46-47

pp48-49

p50

p51
pp52-53
pp54-55

pp56-57
p58

p59
p60-61

pp62-63

pp64-65

p66

p67

p68

p69

pp70-71

Singapore Chinese Physicians’
Association, Mohd Samad Afandie

Policemen assisting tourists in
Toa Payoh, Alvin Mark Tan

Restricted area, Lor 4, drewscape

View of Blk 53 from Lor 4 market,
Tia Boon Sim

Birds, Blk 93 Lor 4, Paul Wang
Birds, Blk 93 Lor 4, Alvin Mark Tan
Bird singing pavilion, Don Low

Common corridor, Blk 100 Lor 4,
Alvin Mark Tan

Corner of Blk 94 Lor 4, Paul Wang

Launderette and tailor, Blk 94 Lor 1,
Don Low

Bugs Bunny shopfront, drewscape

Bugs Bunny barber shop,
Blk 94 Lor 4, Don Low

Two-storey market and food centre,
Blk 127 Lor 1, Betty Huang

Market stalls at Blk 127, Joy Zhang

Aquarium at Blk 127, Favian Ee (top)
and Food stalls at Blk 127,
Amanda Mak (bottom)

"“Chey Sua Carrot Cake”, Blk 127,
Favian Ee

Michael Molina, owner, Fish & Chips
@ Café Wok Inn, Blk 125 Lor 1,
James Tan

Fish & Chips @ Café Wok Inn,
drewscape

Compound of Toa Payoh Seu Teck
Sean Tong, Chen Ziyue (Angeline)

pp72-73 Temple detail at Lian Shan Shuang
Lin Monastery, Shawn Loh

pp74-75 Lian Shan Shuang Lin Monastery,
drewscape

pp76-77 Toa Payoh Swimming Complex,
Pocholo Estremos

pp78-79 Toa Payoh public swimming pools,
drewscape

p80 Lifeguard lookout at Toa Payoh
Swimming Complex, Favian Ee

p81 Toa Payoh Sports Hall, Patrick Ng

pp82-83 Toa Payoh Stadium running track,
drewscape

pp84-85 Singapore Press Holdings building,
Toa Payoh North, Alvin Mark Tan

p86 Flatted factory, Blk 1008 Toa Payoh
North, Marlo Sudaria

p87 Yellow Pages building, Lor 2,
Lim Hai Chiew

pp88-89 Yellow Pages building, Alvis Chioang

pp90-91 Pond and bridges, Toa Payoh
Town Park, Vince Pang

pp92-93 Tower, Toa Payoh Town Park,
Lim Han Seng

pp94-95 Bird watchers, Lor 4, drewscape

po6 ‘Auntie’ using iPad, Favian Ee
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Toa Payoh Swimming Complex, Eve Tan
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About Urban Sketchers Singapore

Urban Sketchers Singapore is an informal group of
artists who draw the places they visit, capturing
what they see from direct observation on location.
See urbansketchers-singapore.blogspot.sg for more
details on their sketching sojourns.
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Admire beautiful sketches of well-loved places in Toa Payoh—
the grand old dame that is the Toa Payoh Swimming Complex;
the lovely Toa Payoh Town Park; the famous Lian Shan Shuang
Lin Monastery.... Or reminisce over the smaller nooks and
crannies, such as the old-timer Bugs Bunny barber shop

and the bird singing pavilion at Lorong 4.

By artists from Urban Sketchers Singapore, the drawings
in this little time capsule of a book bring to you all that
is quintessentially ‘Toa Payoh'.

| r-_ l"-'r" HE I-‘_
: [ I r|_.r|| .Jul. I.H

J“I’l‘ i

IJ

ISBN 978-981-07-3623-1

91178981011 736231
www.epigrambooks.sg






