


“Imagine Superman coming to Earth as an old man instead of a 
baby and you have Mr Tino, the newest and oldest superhero on the 
block. The story by Russell Molina (12:01) and art by Ian Sta. Maria 
(Skyworld) will keep you hooked and waiting eagerly for the next 
volume. A much-needed pushback against ageism.”

CT Lim
country editor (Singapore) of International Journal of Comic Art 

“An assiduous effort on a ‘supernatural’ scale.”

Koh Hong Teng
co-creator of Ten Sticks and One Rice and Last Train from Tanjong Pagar 

“Russell Molina and Ian Sta. Maria have given us a fragile, 
unidealised world at whose centre survives an elderly 
metahuman. This has the combined cinematic vision of 
Unbreakable and Akira—it will devastate you in slow motion.”

Gwee Li Sui
poet and graphic novelist, creator of Myth of the Stone

“Mr Tino takes unexpected turns. You can’t help but 
root for its unusual protagonist in this graphic novel 
that blends superheroes with social realism.”

Dave Chua
author of Gone Case, 
winner of the 1996 Singapore Literature Prize Commendation Award

“This story and its characters are a masterclass in how 
to make the Superhero genre relevant to Pinoy Society. 
An exquisite understanding of true Pinoy character.”

Whilce Portacio
comic book writer, artist and co-founder of Image Comics
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For Lou, Tala and Ibarra. Thank you for your super powers.
—Russell

For my family—Annika, Adrienne, Mom and Dad, and to Jarvis. 
Most of all…for all the comic book creators. 

You rock.
—IanCopyright © 2020 by Russell Molina and Ian Sta. Maria
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Lolo*, here’s your card. 

*grandfather

Lolo, your card.

Thank you. 
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I DON’T EVEN HAVE A BOYFRIEND! 

AND LIFE IS HARD HERE. 

THERE’S A RECESSION. 
I MIGHT HAVE TO GET 

ANOTHER JOB. 

Do you have 
time for 
yourself? 

YEAH, I DO. THAT’S EASY. 
WHAT’S IMPORTANT IS TO 
WORK HARD SO I CAN KEEP 
SENDING YOU GUYS SOME 
MONEY, HOWEVER LITTLE IT 

MIGHT BE. 

We’re alright, Ella. 
We don’t need that money 

too badly. 

So, do II  have 
a grandchild 

yet?
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Are you going to talk 
to your mother? 

MAYBE WE SHOULD JUST LET 
HER REST. HOW IS SHE? 

She’s okay. 
It’s good for 
her to hear 
your voice. 

WHEN WAS HER LAST CHECK-UP? 

Just the other day. 
The doctor said It’s 

good for her to 
have someone to 

talk to. 

WHAT ABOUT YOU, DAD? 
ARE YOU TAKING CARE 

OF YOURSELF? 

JESUS, don’t 
worry about me. 

II ’m fine. 

Mr Tino! 

Where you 
coming from? 

It’s noon 
and you still 

haven’t opened 
the store. 

Did you hear 
about that 
robbery at 
Agdamag’s?

Just down the 
street. They 

were tied up and 
the robbers took 

everything.
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The assholes got away 
on a motorcycle.

 How did they 
carry all that 

stuff? If II 
ever catch up 

to them, they’re 
gonna get it 

from me.

So, we going on 
patrol later? 

Hey, Mr Tino!

Can you 
hear me? Are you opening 

your store?

II  need some soap. II  haven’t 
taken a bath yet! 

I HAVE TO GO, 
DAD. MY SHIFT IS 
STARTING SOON. 

Call again soon. And if you need 
anything, just let us know. 

I’LL SEND MONEY FOR 
MUM’S MEDS. 

Thank you.  

OKAY,TAKE CARE. 

You too. 
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Yes Ella...

This is Ella ...

Our daughter...

She called 
me to ...

WOW!

Is that a cake! 

Whose 
birthday 
is it?

Mine. 

Go on and 
serve it. 

Ella called 
this morning.

Ella?
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You still celebrate 
your birthday?

No candles? 

You want me 
to buy some? 

So you can wish that 
we’ll win the lotto …

How old 
are you? 

Sixty-six ...

Jesus!

That’s too 
many candles. 

We might 
start a fire.

What about 
me?

How old 
am II ? 

You’re almost 
sixty-six too. Just 

a few months 
away. 

Ta-daaaaaaa!

Is it my 
birthday? 

Go on, Aura, 
blow out the 

candles. 
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Do you remember 
the Panciteria on 

Ronquillo? 

Do you want to have 
dinner there later?

We used to always 
eat pancit canton * 

there ...

Remember when 
they kicked us out 

of the New Frontier 
theatre? 

Because we were 
eating mangoes and 

bagoong**?

You remember 
that?

It was a movie with 
Robert Arevalo and 

Daria RamireZ ...

Our 
anniversary is 
on 17 August. 

Remember how 
much your mother 

cried at the 
church?

II  thought it was 
because of our 

wedding. 

But it was 
really because 

Elvis died. 

“Namamasyal 
pa sa Luneta, 

nang walang pera …
Sowowowoooooo!”***

Your belly was so 
big but we were 
still watching 

concerts at CCP****. 

*Chinese stir-fry noodles
**fermented condiment made either with fish or shrimp

***lyrics from Rico J. Puno’s “The Way We Were” (1973)
****Cultural Center of the Philippines
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Russell Molina is a Filipino children’s book 

author and graphic novelist. Some of his 

notable works include Titoy’s Magical Chair, 

A Dozen Brothers and 12:01. Many of his 

books have been recognised in award shows 

such as the National Children’s Book Awards 

and the IBBY Honour List.   

Ian Sta. Maria is the author and artist of 

Salamangka, and co-creator and artist of the 

Skyworld series, Kadasig and Seven Gifts of 

the Skygods. He lives in Denmark, where he 

works as a senior concept artist for Lego.
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GRAPHIC NOVEL

Mr Tino is a 66-year-old sundry store owner, a devoted 

husband to his dementia-stricken wife and a loving father. 

One evening, his wife wanders outside and would have 

been hit by a truck if not for Mr Tino’s superhuman 

strength that he surprisingly discovers he 

has. As Mr Tino comes to terms with 

his new power, he learns that more 

children in his neighbourhood are 

mysteriously vanishing. Mr Tino 

becomes the vigilante the 

community desperately 

needs… 

“The story by Russell Molina 
(12:01 ) and art by Ian Sta. 

Maria (Skyworld) will keep 
you hooked and waiting 

eagerly for the next volume. 
A much-needed pushback 

against ageism.”

CT Lim
country editor (Singapore)

 of International Journal 
of Comic Art

“An exquisite understanding 
of true Pinoy character.”

Whilce Portacio
comic book writer, artist and 
co-founder of Image Comics 

“This has the combined cinematic 
vision of Unbreakable and Akira—

it will devastate you in slow motion.”

Gwee Li Sui
poet and graphic novelist,

 creator of Myth of the Stone




