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To my father,

Although he was often short of breath
from smoking. he was never short of
anecdotes from his childhood days
during World War 2 and he didn’t

mind telling them at all.

Thanks, Pa.
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“Singapore...could only be taken after a siege
by an enemy of at least 50,000 men...It is not
considered possible that the Japanese...would

embark on such a mad enterprise.”

—Winston Churchill, November 1939



On 7 December 1942, at least an hour before
the first bombs fell on Pearl Harbour, the
Japanese Imperial Army attacked Kota Bharu,

a town at the northeastern shore of British
Malaya. In the days ahead. the troops moved

500 miles down south to conquer their final

destination—Singapore. on what must be the
simplest and humblest form of transportation
of the 20th century...the bicycle.




ERESEMT-DAY SINGAPORE. EARLY AFTERNOON. EASYI
EASYI
IT"S QUITE OLD, WE DON'T
WANT ANY PARTS FALLING
BACK INTO THE WELL.
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{:SWIMG IT THIS WAY BE
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rHELL'D. ME L7 ME LM AH CHENG?

MICHAEL De SOUZA
HERE...YES. THE
DIRECTOR OF THE
WAR MUSEUM. T
BELIEVE WEVE
FOUND YOUR
BICYCLE.

HOLE IS THERE. I HOPE THAT'S
GOOD NEWS FOR YOU. /=
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IT IS INDEED. MR De SOUZA.

LEd T R __
rrhp| =
COME ROUND THE MUSEUM AT
CLOSING TIME. I'LL WAIT FOR YOU.
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THERE™S RUST. OF COURSE. A BIT BEATEN UP BUT THE DRIED-OUT WELL THAT WE
FOUND IT IN ESSENTIALLY
FROTECTED IT FROM
o THE ELEMENTS.

f~.
ME De S0LZA.
THIS I5 MY GEANDSON. DANNY. MY DAUGHTER

INSISTED T BRING HIM ALONG I CASE T COLLAPSE

FROM THE EXCITEMENT.

MR LIM. IF : : .
YOU SURVIVED . ~"§ EXCEPT
THE WAR. YOUD ; VOUR
SURVIVE ! . /I CHILDREN'S
ANYTHING. &= | NAGGING.

I'D TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO ADD SOME
INTERESTING ITEMS TO OUR DISPLAY LIKE
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T2 YEARS AGD WHEN OQUR COUNTRY WAS MUCH

' YOUNGER... AS WAS 1. :

r GO. COUSIN HOMG!

50 WHAT'S SPECIAL ABOUT THIS BICTCLE;
YOU PROMISED ME A STORY BEHIND IT.

T
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ALL RIGHT BUT BREAK MY BICYCLE AND I'LL
BREAK YOUR ARM!

W IT WAS THE BICYCLE \,
THAT T FIRST LEARNED

"\ "\ HOW TO RIDE ON.




In one of the last remaining jungles in
Singapore, an old bicycle is unearthed

in an archaeological dig. Its discovery
brings the elderly Lim Ah Cheng back to

Meticulously researched by the creator of Singapore's
first daily comic strip The House of Lim, cartoonist Cheah
Sinann, The Bicycle tells the tale of Toshiro lwakura, an
aristocratic, battle-hardened private haunted by his

desire to cycle in the Olympics, and five-year-old street
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urchin Ah Cheng, who dreams of nothing more than

learning how to ride a bike. Their paths cross during the |L_J
Japanese Occupation, when a unigue bond formed over -ll_‘——|_i
two wheels is quickly put to a life-or-death test. |{7 |
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a time when he rode with his life on the line... |
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