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This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, 
and incidents either are the product of the author’s 
imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance 
to actual persons, living or dead, events, or locales 
is entirely coincidental.
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To my father,

A lthough he was often short of breath 
from smoking, he was never short of 
anecdotes from his ch i ldhood days 
dur ing Wor ld War 2 and he d idn ’t 
mind te l l ing them at a l l .

Thanks, Pa.

http://www.epigrambooks.sg


“Singapore…could only be taken after a siege 

by an enemy of at least 50,000 men…It is not 

considered possible that the Japanese…would 

embark on such a mad enterprise.”

—Winston Churchill, November 1939



On 7 December 1942, at least an hour before 

the first bombs fel l on Pearl Harbour, the 

Japanese Imperial Army attacked Kota Bharu, 

a town at the northeastern shore of Brit ish 

Malaya. In the days ahead, the troops moved 

500 miles down south to conquer their final 

destination—Singapore, on what must be the 

simplest and humblest form of transportation 

of the 20th century…the bicycle.
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