


Praise for the  

Danger Dan and Gadget Girl series

“I love the dialogue in the books. They always make 
me laugh out loud when I’m reading. I just can’t 

stop reading each time I start!” 
—Joel, 9, Rulang Primary School

“This series is SO COOL! I love how the plots 
make us imagine how cool Singapore will be in the 
future. Danger Dan, Gadget Girl and Power Paws 

are the BEST! I can’t wait for the next book.” 
—Umair, 11, Changkat Primary School

“Danger Dan and Gadget Girl books are  
very fun and interesting to read. The cartoon 

drawings make the stories come alive!  
I really enjoy reading them all.” 

—Caleb, 8, St. Anthony’s Primary School

“I think Danger Dan and Gadget Girl are a  
perfect team and I couldn’t stop reading. It is a  
very good series that all children should read!” 

—Emma Joy, 10, Rosyth School



written by 
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Illustrated by 
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“Young readers will find great appeal in navigating 
the adventures and misadventures of  

Danger Dan and Gadget Girl. The series is also 
excellent at showing children the art of using 

flashbacks, metaphors, foreshadowing, show-not-tell 
and personification in writing action-packed stories. 
It is both a great pleasure and excitement to unwrap 
each new installment of Danger Dan and Gadget Girl 
and find myself immersed in their futuristic world, 

going on a roller coaster ride, hanging on to  
every word of the book and wistfully wishing  

that the ride will never end.”
—Monica Phua, teacher, Temasek Primary School

“Danger Dan boldly goes with Gadget Girl  
where no Mickey Mouse-eared boy has gone 

before—the twenty-second century!  
I’m frothing with superpowered glee to join  

this duo, and their new ally Power Paws,  
on their most madcap adventure yet.”

—Gwee Li Sui, poet and graphic novelist
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and the Unevil Genius, Elvin.
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A single bead of glistening golden syrup plopped 

into a glass mixing bowl. It melded with the 

creamy mixture, like a slowly growing sunburst. 

Bob was deep in concentration. He proceeded 

to pour in a test tube of fizzy violet liquid which 

looked just like grape soda. He then swung over to 
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a chest of silver drawers, knocking a few test tubes 

off their holders. Bob had been at it all morning and 

his experiment table was now a mess. There were 

bright orange, green and yellow splatters all over it. 

Bob was trying to create a rainbow. But not just 

any rainbow. 

Bob pressed his thumb against a fingerprint 

scanner. The drawers unlocked and slid open, 

revealing a tantalising array of test tubes holding 

all sorts of colourful liquids. They were arranged 

exactly according to colour and shade, from deep 

ruby red to light baby blue. They had labels, such as 

Blueberry Pie, Tropical Smoothie and Chocolate 

Fudge. Bob excitedly grabbed one filled with a 

shimmery pink syrup, labelled Bubblegum Party. 

He went back to his table and placed it in the 

grasp of a slender robotic arm. 
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The robotic arm shook and swirled the test tube 

in circles, like a mini-tornado. When it stopped, 

the syrup in the test tube had become a delectable 

pink foam, resembling cotton candy. Bob poured 

the foam into the mixing bowl and gave the 

concoction a quick stir. The aroma of fresh fruit, 

honey and vanilla filled the air. The room smelt 

just like a cake shop. 

Now for the moment of truth! Bob poured the 

sweet mixture into a rectangular steel contraption. 

It was Bob’s prized Pastillo Perfector 276™,  

which he had invented himself. He pressed the 

red start button.

The machine quivered, releasing a wisp of 

orange smoke and a couple of bright blue bubbles. 

Finally, the noise died down and an ordinary-

looking gummy rolled out of the machine. 

Bob put on his special pastille-inspection 

goggles to take a closer look at the little round 

pastille. On closer inspection, it had multi-coloured 

stripes that gleamed in the light. “It’s the-the-the 

perfect little rainbow!” exclaimed Bob, his head 

bobbing up and down in enthusiasm. 

There was a knock on the door. It was Melody, 

Bob’s 14-year-old sister. She entered Bob’s room, 

which was a special mini lab in their home where 

Bob conducted his science experiments. Creating 

new food pastilles was one of his passions. He could 

do the task in the office, but he was so interested 

in it, he often continued working at home.

“Hey, Bob,” said Melody. “May I borrow your…” 

“Melody!” Bob interrupted excitedly. “Just the 
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person I’m looking for.” He carefully lifted the 

pastille with a tweezer and placed it in Melody’s 

palm. “Taste this!”

Melody popped the pastille into her mouth. 

“Hmm…” she looked thoughtful as she chewed. 

“It’s a little strange but I can’t put my finger on it. 

It seems to have several layers of flavours. What is 

it supposed to be?”

“A rainbow kueh. It’s a dessert with many 

coloured layers. It was popular in olden Singapore 

but the tradition of making it died out in the last 

century. I’ve been trying to recreate it but I’m 

having some trouble getting the flavours right. 

Can you taste the rainbow?”

Melody shrugged. “How would I know? I have 

no idea what a rainbow kueh tastes like!”

Bob slumped into his chair. “How can I create 

food that tastes like the real thing when nobody 

knows what it actually tastes like?” he grumbled. 

“I wish I could have someone from the past taste 

my creations.”

Melody gazed at her brother. She wondered 

what Bob would say if he knew that she could 

actually grant him his wish. For a long time now, 

she had thought about letting Bob know about her 

time-travelling abilities. She was tired of keeping 

the secret from her brother. The only other person 

who knew about her special power was Danny, the 
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11-year-old boy from the past, who had gone on 

many adventures with her.

On the other hand, she wasn’t sure how Bob 

would react to this mind-blowing news. As a 

scientist, he didn’t believe in things like magical 

powers. And Bob wasn’t just an ordinary scientist. 

He was a brilliant science prodigy and head of 

the Federal Agency for Science and Technology 

(FAST) that operated all the technology and 

gadgets in Singapore.

Perhaps now was the time to find out.

“Er…Bob?” started Melody gently. “What if I 

told you I could bring someone back from the past?”

“What do you mean?”

“Do you remember my friend Danny that you 

met previously? Well, he’s actually from the year 

2014. I used my time travelling powers to bring 

him here to our time in 2135.”

“Oh, Melody!” Bob looked at Melody sadly. 

“Aren’t you too old-old-old to be harbouring these 

fairy tale fantasies?”

“It’s not a fantasy! I really do have time-travelling 

powers.”

“Time-travel is not a scientific possibility. To 

be able to go back in time, you’ll need to travel 

faster than light, and scientists have long proven 

that nothing can-can-can travel faster than the 

speed of light-light-light. It’s the traffic law of the 

universe. Unless you’re talking about wormholes 

which connect different points in spacetime but 

even then…”

“Qwigglepuff!” said Melody exasperated. “I 

don’t understand what you just said. Why don’t 

I show you?” Despite Bob’s protests, she dragged 

him out of their flat and into the high-speed lift 

of their block. The lift sped down a glass tunnel 

that overlooked a nearby park. They went from 

the 21st storey to the ground floor in no time. 



10 11

Melody led Bob to the park’s soft, grassy field. 

Back in the last century, an MRT station used 

to be located at that very spot. She outlined an 

archway with her finger. 

Bob looked astonished as the archway gave  

off a flickering blue glow. “Wha-a-at? How did 

you do—” 

Before Bob could finish his sentence, a boy 

suddenly emerged through the portal like magic. 

“Hi, Melody!” he said chirpily. It was Danny. He 

scratched his head and waggled his big ears. He 

then saw Bob gaping at him like a goldfish. “Bob? 

You’re here too? Hello, Bob! Wow, you’re so tall!”

“You-you-you…how-how-how…” Bob could 

barely get the words out. His brain was at war 

with itself. A million thoughts exploded at the 

same time, all of them clashing with his great 

vat of scientific knowledge. He imagined Albert 

Einstein disappearing in a time machine. Was 

everything that he had learned a great big lie? 

“I brought him back from the past,” said Melody. 

“Through a time portal that I created.”

“But that’s not-not-not possible…” Bob stam-

mered. His brain decided to shut down before it 

overheated and he fainted.
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Doesn’t Zombie-itis (ZITS) sound like a scary disease? You can’t 
actually catch it…or can you? ZITS might not be real but it was based 
on the Minamata Disease. Some symptoms include loss of full control 
over bodily movements, damage to speech, and insanity, much like the 
zombies in this book! The Minamata Disease is caused by severe mercury 
poisoning and was discovered in Japan in 1956. The Japanese were puzzled 

when humans and cats started convulsing and “dancing” crazily 
in the streets. It was even nicknamed the “cat-dancing disease”! 
Scientists later discovered that the disease was caused by eating 

fish spiked with mercury that was released 
into the water by factories. 

1

We love to fill our tummies with delicious food. But did you know 
that what you eat affects a lot more than just your stomach? Food first 
enters your digestive system through your mouth, then travels down your 
gullet and into your stomach. Here, digestive juices break down some 
food into a liquid-like substance before sending it into the small intestine. 
More digestive juices complete the digestive process in the small intestine. 
The digested food then passes through the small intestine and enters your 
blood. Your circulatory system carries all the nutrients and substances to 
other parts of your body. That’s how a nasty toxin, like mercury, can cause 
such zombie-like symptoms! When people digest mercury, it enters the 
circulatory system and is carried to the brain. Mercury wreaks havoc on the 
brain and damages the nervous system, which controls bodily movements. 
Every system in your body is connected in some way to each other. 

2

Envious of Bob’s Pastillo Perfector 276™? Well, you might not need 
to wait till 2135 to get your hands on one! Right now, we have similar 
devices called 3-D printers. Instead of printing flat 2-D images on paper, 
these printers can actually print solid objects. Most 3-D printers do this 
by adding layers of different materials, such as plastic and metal, on top 
of each other until it creates a finished item. It can even 
print food! Some 3-D printers are loaded up with 
sugar, chocolate and other ingredients to create 
delectable treats. 

3

Haw Par Villa was opened in 1937 by the Aw brothers who were 
creators of the famous Tiger Balm ointment. It was originally called Tiger 
Balm Gardens and built to showcase Chinese stories, legends, history and 
culture. What most kids remember about the park, though, is the Ten 
Courts of Hell exhibit, which displays gruesome images of people being 
tortured and punished for all the sins they had committed during their 
time on earth. Talk about a creepy theme park!

4

While Banana Mania Milk is completely made up, 
bananas actually do have the ability to help your muscles 
relax and stop spasming. This is due to the high levels 
of potassium and magnesium in bananas. Bananas are 
also loaded with tryptophan, an amino acid that can trigger a 
calming effect. Some people eat bananas to help them sleep! It’s safe to 
feed bananas to dogs but not too much. Bananas are also high in sugar 
which can make your pooch fat!

5

BURP!






