


Praise for Danger Dan and  

Gadget Girl: The Gruesome Garden

“Danger Dan and Gadget Girl are back, this time 
with ally Power Paws to up the excitement! I read 
each book in the first series fervently but this new 
series is great fun too. I definitely look forward to 

the rest of the books to come.” 
—Yan Cheen, 11, Yu Neng Primary School

“This series is very engaging to read. I wish I lived 
in the future so I can have lots of gadgets like 

Gadget Girl and save others in trouble.” 
—Josh, 8, Temasek Primary School

“Whenever I see a Danger Dan and Gadget Girl 
book, I know there’s a giant vortex underneath the 

cover, ready to suck me into the story!” 
—Ezra, 8, St Andrew’s Junior School

“Have you ever wondered what Singapore would 
look like in 2135? Read this book for a peek into the 

future where hover cabs are a main mode of transport! 
The Danger Dan and Gadget Girl books are full of 
exciting and hilarious adventures, and I’m elated 

whenever I see a new book out in the bookstores.” 
—Edna, 10, St Margaret’s Primary School



“My nine-year-olds have read the first Danger Dan 
series a few times over. But this is the first time I’m 
picking up a Danger Dan and Gadget Girl book. I 

appreciate the inventive gadgets, the science questions 
and above all, the humour! A fun read, this book is 

sure to draw in the most reluctant of readers.” 
—Hwee Goh, former journalist and author of  

Timmy and Tammy Discover series

“This new Danger Dan series is even harder to put 
down than the first! Set in the year 2135 and beyond, 
be tickled and amazed at the little red dot’s evolution. 

The dynamic duo engages with more desirable 
gadgets and even bigger challenges. I enjoyed the 

same wit and humour that have captured the hearts of 
fans of the original series. Prepare to be hooked!” 

—Ivy Lee, English teacher, Macpherson Primary School

“My students just love the energy and fun of  
Danger Dan and Gadget Girl, with all her cool tools. 

We cannot keep the books on the shelves as our 
students voraciously read through the series!” 

—Nadine Bailey, Teacher Librarian,  
Canadian International School.
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Danny was in his room, staring gloomily at an 

open ice cream tub. There wasn’t any ice cream in 

it. Instead, it had a thin layer of wet cotton wool 

and nestled in it were a few green beans. 

Bean sprouts. Danny thought there were few 

things as boring as trying to grow bean sprouts…

which he was trying to do now because he was 

supposed to bring a grown plant to school 
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tomorrow as part of his science project and had 

forgotten all about it. Never mind, he would just 

have to grow it in a day. How hard could it be?

Danny checked his science textbook. “Plants 

need water to grow,” he read. “All right, then!” He 

ran to the bathroom and filled a cup from the tap. 

He carefully brought it back and poured all the 

water into the ice cream tub. 

“That should do it!”

The measly little beans were now submerged. 

They should grow in no time at all. Danny jumped 

onto his bed and began playing on his phone. 

Half an hour later, he remembered his beans and 

decided to check on them. To his dismay, there 

was no sign of a bean sprout anywhere. The lazy 

beans lay in the tub, looking wet and cosy. 

“Why aren’t you growing?” he cried. “Maybe I 

missed something out.” He checked his science 

textbook again. “Plants…plants…there! Plants 

also need warmth,” he read.

Warmth? Danny didn’t know that plants felt 

cold too, like humans. He ran to his wardrobe and 

rummaged through his clothes. “Aha!” He found 

a pair of woollen socks. They had kept his feet 

warm when he went on a family holiday to Taiwan 

during winter. He carefully placed both socks onto 

the cotton wool. “There you go, beanies. Nice and 

toasty now!”

“Lunchtime, Danny!” Danny heard his mother 

call from the dining room. On the menu was rice, 

pork chops…and bean sprouts. Danny wolfed 

down his meal. Planting beans was tiring work. 

He did find it a little weird that he was chomping 

down on bean sprouts though. An hour later, 

Danny returned to his room. As he walked past 
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the ice cream tub on his desk, his heart sank. His 

beans had still not grown!

“What am I doing wrong?” Danny desperately 

flipped open his science textbook. “Plants need 

sunlight to make their own food. Oh! The plants 

are hungry! Sorry, beanies! I will feed you now!” 

Danny brought the ice cream tub to the window in 

his room and stood there for a good five minutes. 

Nothing happened. Hmm…sunlight from other 

parts of the house could be stronger. 

To the kitchen window! Danny ran to the 

kitchen and put the ice cream tub on the window 

sill by the kitchen sink. Nothing happened. 

To the bathroom window! Unfortunately, that 

window was quite high up, almost touching the 

ceiling. Danny had to stand on the toilet seat 

and hold up the ice cream tub, as if offering 

his beans to the Sunshine Gods for inspection.  

Still nothing!

Danny wanted to scream in frustration. He 

stepped down from the toilet seat and…

Danny slipped on some water. “AARRGGHH!” 

He skidded across the bathroom floor like a clumsy 

ice-skater. He grabbed the towel rail to steady 

himself, clutching the ice cream tub tightly with 

his other hand. The water in the tub sloshed about. 

Danny glanced down and realised that there was 
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a trail of water droplets leading into the bathroom. 

He studied his ice cream tub and noticed a crack in 

its side. Water was slowly leaking from the crack.

“Yikes! My beanies! They’re losing water!” 

Danny rushed the beans back to his room. 

Danny placed the ice cream tub on his table 

and haphazardly plastered the crack with some 

masking tape. The beans were still buried in wet 

cotton wool, completely bean-like without any 

hint of becoming bean sprouts. Silly beanies! 

Desperate times called for desperate measures. 

It was time to implement Danny’s Emergency 

Bean Growth Plan! Danny poured another cup 

of water into the tub so that it was now almost 

filled to the brim. He threw his window open so 

that sunlight flooded the room. He switched on 

his desk lamp, torchlight, light stick and lava lamp, 

placing all of them around the beans to form a 

halo of light. The afternoon sun was blazing and 

soon, Danny’s room became very warm indeed.

There. Lots of light, lots of water and lots of 

warmth. The beans should sprout any moment now. 

Hang on! Danny suddenly remembered that 

he was supposed to keep a journal to record his 

plant’s growth. He fished out a notebook from his 

school bag and started writing:

10.30 am: Beans planted.
11.30 am: Added water.
12.00 pm: Warmed up beans.
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1.30 pm: Sunlight.
1.50 pm: More water.
2.00 pm: So much sunlight the beans 
may get sunburnt. 
2.10 pm: Lots more water. Maybe 
beanies are thirsty
2.14 pm: Nothing’s happening.
2.18 pm: Nothing’s happening.
2.21 pm: Nothing’s happening!
2.25 pm: See above.
2.32 pm: See above.
2.39 pm: AAARRGHHHH!
2.44 pm: WHY WON’T YOU GROW?
2.57 pm: I’m so dead.

Danny looked at his beans in disgust. They were 

so uncooperative. He couldn’t understand why  

they were not sprouting after he had showered 

them with so much attention. They should be 

massive by now.

It reinforced Danny’s belief that bean sprouts 

were boring. Why couldn’t his science teacher get 

them to grow cool plants instead? Like…like…

Venus flytraps! Those weren’t ordinary plants—

they could snap shut and eat flies. He once saw an 

old movie, Little Shop of Horrors, where the Venus 

flytrap was massive and tried to eat its owner. It 

was a little scary but at least it was more exciting 

than wimpy bean sprouts. 

This called for Plan B. Maybe there was another 

way of getting a bean sprout plant. Where could 

he go that had a lot of plants? Danny crinkled his 

nose and thought hard. An idea suddenly came 

to him. “The Botanic Gardens!” The last time he 
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visited the Botanic Gardens, he saw exotic plants 

everywhere. Surely it would have something as 

simple as a bean sprout.

Danger Dan is off on a quest to seek the Magic 

Beanstalk! This enchanted plant with super growth 

capabilities lies deep in the heart of the Gruesome 

Garden. Danger Dan will have to brave treacherous 

trails, poisonous weeds and stinging vines in order 

to reach this botanical treasure. But Danger Dan is 

unfazed! He has braved countless perilous missions 

before and he will do so once again! 

Danny grabbed his red sling bag and left his flat 

in a hurry. This was his last chance. 

If he didn’t have the bean sprout by tomorrow, 

he would fail his science project. He shuddered at 

the thought of facing the wrath of his teacher and 

parents. It was already 3.00 pm. He didn’t have 

much time. 

Danny made his way to the MRT station and 

boarded the train. He made a transfer at Newton 

MRT station and before long, he heard the MRT’s 

automated voice announce: “Botanic Gardens”. 

The train doors opened and Danny alighted from 

the train. 
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So how do plants grow? Danny was right in thinking that they need 
warmth and water…though perhaps not that much! You probably know 
that plants can make their own food but this is only true for grown plants. 

When they start out as humble seeds, they first grow roots to 
absorb water. They use the food stored in their seed leaves while 
they grow shoots.. Only when green shoots and leaves have 

sprouted can plants make their own food by absorbing sunlight 
and performing photosynthesis. Interestingly, a certain species of 

bamboo holds the world record for the fastest growing plant. It 
can grow up to 91 cm per DAY. Hmm…maybe Danny should 
have tried growing bamboo instead! 

1

Most plants make their own food through photosynthesis. However, 
some plants prefer to catch their prey. So while you munch away on 
your chicken drumstick, some plants out there are also chomping on a 
freshly caught meal. A few examples of carnivorous plants include pitcher  
plants, sundews and…you guessed it, Venus flytraps! Venus flytraps have 
stiff, sensitive hairs on their leaves. When an unlucky insect wanders onto 
the leaves and accidentally triggers the hairs, SNAP! The 
Venus flytrap will snap shut and slowly digest its insect 
dinner. Soon, only the insect’s exoskeleton will 
remain. The Venus flytrap will then reopen, 
awaiting its next victim.

2

Ah-choo! Got hay fever? Dog couldn’t stop sneezing due to all the 
pollen from the flowers. That powdery stuff called pollen is an important 
part of reproduction for plants. When pollen from a male flower lands 
on a female flower, the male and female reproductive cells fuse, causing 
fertilisation. Following that, the flower’s petals drop off and the flower 
turns into… a fruit! A fruit contains many seeds that have to be scattered 
so that new plants can grow. Some plants, such as mango and papaya 
trees, have sweet, delicious fruit so that hungry animals will eat the fruit 
and help to disperse the seeds. Other plants like saga trees disseminate 
their seeds in a more ingenious way. They have pods filled with seeds 

that go BOOM! The pods split and scatter the 
little red seeds. Talk about explosive action! 
The next time you walk near a fruit tree, you 
may want to wear a helmet. 

3

Did you know that plants can fall sick too? They can succumb to 
bacterial infections just like us! One type of bacteria is Proteobacteria, 
which wiggle their way into an unfortunate plant and wreak havoc. They 
block the tubes that carry water throughout the plant. Slowly, the plant’s 
leaves discolour and turn yellow. The stem and leaves wilt and before long, 
the plant rots and dies. In fact, these bacteria are infamous for causing 
black rot. Aren’t you glad the common cold doesn’t cause you to wilt?

4

The Singapore Botanic Gardens is a beautiful place with all sorts 
of plants—flowers, trees, shrubs and all things green! It is more than 
150 years old and is the first botanic garden in Asia to be listed as a 
UNESCO’s World Heritage Site. Swan Lake is an artificial lake in the 
gardens, named because of the white swans frequently seen 
there. Once upon a time, that lake had more than swans 
though. In 1892, an escaped crocodile decided to hide there 
and gave an unsuspecting coolie quite a shock! The lake 
had to be drained to catch the offending croc.

5




