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A long, long time ago in a kampong, 
there was a pond with plenty of fish.

But the pond soon began to dry up, 
and a watchful and greedy crane had an idea: He would 
fool the fish into thinking that he would take them to 

a large, sparkling lake. In the meantime, a crab who had 
been watching the crane had plans of his own…

Former Singapore President SR Nathan’s retelling of this 
wonderful folktale has a timeless message that can be 

enjoyed by children of all ages.



To Dad and Mom, you guys are awesome! 

– Anngee

Text copyright © 2013 by SR Nathan 
Illustrations copyright © 2013 by Anngee Neo

Published in Singapore by Epigram Books 
www.epigrambooks.sg

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a 
retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording, or otherwise without written permission of the publisher.

National Library Board, Singapore Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

Nathan, S. R., 1924- 
The crane and the crab / S.R. Nathan ;  
illustrated by Anngee Neo. – Singapore : Epigram Books, 2013.

p. cm. 
ISBN : 978-981-07-3590-6 (paperback)

1. Deception – Juvenile fiction.  2. Cranes (Birds) – Juvenile fiction.  

3. Crabs – Juvenile fiction.  I. Neo, Anngee.  II. Title.  

PZ7 
428.6 – dc23  OCN830810793

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents either are the 
product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to 
actual persons, living or dead, events, or locales is entirely coincidental.

Printed by Saik Wah Print Media

First Edition 
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

The 
Crane

and theCrab
Retold by

SR Nathan
Former President of Singapore

Illustrated by Anngee Neo



A long, long time ago in a kampong, 
there was a pond with plenty of fish. 



Once, during the hot season, the water  
in the pond began to dry. 

It became so dry that the fish at the 
bottom of the pond could clearly be seen.



A hungry crane kept vigil by the side of the 
pond. The watchful bird had been trying to 
come up with a plan to eat up all the fish. 
And he did come up with a brilliant idea.
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