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AUTHOR’S NOTE

The habit of drawing_ dhaily happenings started in my childhood,
when a set of cketchbook and art supplies became must-have
items for every familb’ trip. They were vsed fre@;enﬂq dvring_
the Journeq 1o record ¢ceneries and events.

Much, much later, when | did an internship in a alosign company
in Grermany, my host parents told me to write home every
week. and that | may vse the office’s farx machine to send the
letters. | +hou5h+, Surely reaaling_ alravvings would be mvch more
fun compared to Veading_ words, o | ¢tarted Qenaling_ weekly
illvstrations back to my parents in Jakarta. It turned ovt that
my mother made copies of the fax papers not only to precerve
the alrawings, but also to distribute fo families and relatives. |
continved 1o draw daily, and these weekly submissions became
a habit.

The process of documentin ala”b’ life became more intene
when | ¢ettled with my family in the Netherlands, where
news about the kids wa¢ chared to families in both Indonegia
and Holland. Moreover, the format of a 5{3Phio diary hag
become the most comfortable way for me tfo record and tell
stories—perhaps Similar fo people who like ‘l‘ak.ing_ Pho+05raph§
to ¢tore memories and experienoec. Technolo Y and Social media
have Plab’cal an impor‘f'an‘f‘ part in the digtribution of my yaphio
diaw]. The ¢canned olravvings were vPloaoleol to reach wider
avdiences from all avound the world, ?ining_ avid readers and
new friends.



My 5raphio diary was exhibited in the Netherlands and Brazil,
and wag publiched in the United States, the Netherlands,
Japan and Belg_ivm, before it wag published in Indonegia ag a
series of three books called Curhat Tita (éom/né-_ Home is
the econd book. of the Series) in 2008. It wag actvally m
ubli;hing_ buginess partner who persuaded me to establich a
publiching_ company, which led to the founalm of Curhat Anak
Ean a (CAB) that focuses on Qhovvoagmg_ 5raph|c, diaries and
o’rher experimental works.

At CAB, we label our books as “5raphio diaries” to di;ﬁngyigh
these from “comics™ that dominated the marketplace in 2008,
which were either Japanese manga or American Superhero
comics. Both the vigual style and story of the Curhat Tita
series are not mainstream; it was discovered that its avdiences
are people who are not necessarily comic book readers, but
are those who can relate to the ctories (fellow workin

mothers, parents of young. children, Indoneian diagpora, e+o§.-
After the exposure, the 5raphio diary gonre started to thrive
in Indonegia, re;ulﬁng_ in other gonres within CAB to follow:
gaphio ‘I’Va\/el%yo;, movie adaptations and comics for children.

At the time when CAB started valiching_ the Curhat Tita
series, Indonesian comic artists were re—em&rgjng_ In variovs
events. It wag obviovs that there were very few female
artigts, compared to their male counterparts. However, Since
CABY stable already accommodated primarily female creators
(artists, writers, alegigncrg, etc.), it wag apparent that there
was talent that ctill needed to be identified, nwrtured and
introduced to all kindg of avdiences, Vagarallegg of the gender
of the creators.

The last Curhat Tita book Kidstuff was published in 2016,
and Since then, the series ha appeared in diverse books and
compilations (i.e., “Bloemen 515 Flvkken Wﬁ in L'i'”d City
vol.3 by lmagp Comics, USA, and Refovr 3 Bandung_ by Editions
43 et I3, Prance). 1t exciting. fo now gee its publication in
Singapore, which migh‘f' mean that the ¢tories and experiences
are ¢till velevant for curvent readevrs.

Tita Laragat
March 2020
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ABOUT THE CREATOR

Tita Larasat wag born and raised in Jakarta, Indonesia. She
moved to Bandung to study at the Faculty of Art ¢ Design,
Ingtitvte of Téohnologgl Banalung_ (ITB). Later, her studies took.
her to the Netherlands, where she focused on product alegign
and svstainability. After ae@:iring_ her doctoral alegree, Laragat
retvrned to Banalung. in 200F to work as a lectwer and
researcher at [TB.

During_ her ¢tay in the Netherlands, she created a 5{3Phio
diary, or a vigual note of her daily life. She co-founded
Curhat Anak. Bangga (CAB) in 2008, an independent
Publighing_ company that focuses on gaphio diaries, 5{3Phio
‘I’Va\/elogyag and childrens comics. CAB published her works
Curhat Tita (2008), Transition (2008), Curhat Tita: Back
in Bondomg. (2008), Kidstuff (2010) and Seven (2009).
She contribvted to Ligvid City vol. 3 with her work
“Bloomen 515, Flvkken Wj" (2014). Curhat Tita: Back
/'n/ Bandng. was tranglated nto French as Refour 3 Bandlong.
(Editions ¢a et [3, France, 2016).




Tita Larasati returns, after nearly a decade
in the Netherlands, to Bandung with her
Dutch husband and two young kids in tow. As
the family adjusts to life in Indonesia, Tita
rediscovers the unique quirks that come
with living in her hometown.
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