


Praise for The Art of Charlie Chan Hock Chye :

“The Art of Charlie Chan Hock Chye is a brilliant, innovative work that should be read and 
savoured by everyone who’s interested in Singapore. [A] beautiful, moving elegy... an 
introspection – tender, arresting, witty in equal measure – on the very meaning of life, 
progress and happiness…. In a year when Singaporeans will be treated to a relentless 
barrage of triumphalism, this may well be the most delightful, thought-provoking 
meditation on the country.” 

          
— Sudhir T Vadaketh 

(Floating on a Malayan Breeze, 
Hard Choices: Challenging the Singapore Consensus)

“A four-dimensional juggling act that’s like nothing I’ve ever seen or read…. The book has 
its own emotional power and poignancy, and its own intricate structure. One page would 
be hilariously funny or charming, the next bleak and disturbing. Chan Hock Chye’s 
life is like anyone’s life – full of triumphs and tragedies, victories and defeats – and the 
different-coloured threads in Liew’s tapestry reflect that beautifully.”  — Mike Carey

(Lucifer, The Unwritten)

“A tour de force.... Liew’s meticulous research, eye for detail and unerring sense of history 
has given us a work that will live on long after Charlie Chan’s passing. A labour of love 
for his art, his characters and his country.” — Kevin YL Tan 

(Marshall of Singapore: A Biography, 
The Constitution of Singapore: A Contextual Analysis)

“With the complex spices of Singapore’s history and politics… the incredibly talented 
Sonny Liew tells the story of an artist you’ve probably never heard of... but before it’s 
over, you’ll know him like a lifelong friend.” — Paul Levitz

(75 Years of DC Comics: The Art of Modern Mythmaking)

“A look at Singapore unlike any other before… The Art of Charlie Chan Hock Chye 
comments wryly on [the country’s] past and present while honouring comics as a 
storytelling medium.... both topical and timeless, [this] is a multi-layered celebration  
of storytelling.”                      — Malay Mail

“Challenges us to understand comics in a whole new way…. its unique approach to 
graphic biography showcases the very impact of sequential narrative and the ways that 
visuals construct our sense of history.” — Comics Alternative
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