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This diary began as Murn's New Year resolufion to
get me fo write.

She carre up with this weird idea that we should rmake
good use of cur tme in The bathiroom. On a wall abaove
the tofet seat, she put in o wire rack o hold an old jotter
bock, sorme pens and coloured pencils. She saild that when
I arm doing rmy big business, T can write. "Five to eight
minutes max!’ she said "I don't want you fo develop piles!”

I thirk that rmeans sormething that blocke miy poop from
COMming our.



"And why rmust T do this?" I asked

"It's either this or you spend one hour every day writing
one cornposition]’ she said.

"Who wouldn't pick writing in the bathroom?” T thought
to rmuself.

And so rmy writing in the bathroorn began.

Dad said it would teach me to multi-task, a very important
skill to have when I go out to work next time.

My enfries started with the boring old shuff - descriving
miy farnily, rmy day at school, things T would love fo do to
miy peshy little sister, and so on.. Then Mum got this new
_job a8 a writer for a magazine.

She received the weirdest of assignrrents and would drag
rry sister and I along to check out rew places. And that's
how 1 got rmore things to write about. Sorme of theee
ploces Murn brought us were quite fun. I starfed collecting
entry fickets to these places, so that I could enfer my
rarme in the Guinnese World Records ore day. That way, 1
will becorne farmous, and ore doy. my diary wil ke worth a
lot of money!
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Wedneadau, & Jariery

MY FAMILY

ABOUT ME
- HOW I cOT MY NAMEI

Murmn had weird food cravings when
she was pregnant with rre. At one
firme, it was for char siew bao.
Another tirme., it was for cookies

- double chocolate macadarnia rut.
She ate so mary cookies in fhe
rine monthe carrying me that
when the doctor asked what she
was narming her baby boy as T was
being pushed out of her wormb,
she ehouted, "He will be farnous
one day. I will call hirm Armos!”

Ard that's how I gof rru name

- Arros Lee. Well, it could have

been worse. Imagine being called
Lee Char Siew!

MY DAD

Dad works at the airport. He says it's an irTme‘funTJn:-h.
He has To make sure that the airport is runring 3% hours
a day and that nothing breale down, so that he doesn't

get cornplaints.

AH KONG AND PO-PO

Ay I":mr".g arid Po-Po
have foken core
of us since we
were babies. Since
Murn is horme now,
they only come
over a few fimes

My MUM

I was happier when Murm had a job.

But she quit to spend more time

with rry sister and I She drives us

to school, cooks, cleans the house,
irons our clothes, sends us for tuition,
swirnming and ballet closses. She is
very busy but she knows when I

am going to the bathroom. "Write
in the bathroorm!” she yells all the
trne. T wish she had a real job.

MY SISTER

Just furned five. T call bher
WPL Whiny. Pesky. Irritating

a week. Po-Po coore dinrer and Ah Kong watcres us when
Murn has To leave the house for errands or o meet her
friende. Most rights when Ak Kong and Po-Po are late in
getting horme., they just stoy over at our house.

.|



Thiirsdau, 3 Jarsary
MUM FOUND A JOB!

Murn was very excited todmy She was asked by on old boss
to work as a writer. She can write from horme (not very
good news for me) but sorme daus, she won't be horme as
she has to go for rmeefings. That's the good part.

o

I heard Mum tfelling Dad that raube she could bring WPT

and I along for her ass-irrerers. Oh roar..
(assignments!)

See, now I krow Murm reads rry diary. She canrot stand it

when I do rot spell correctiy.

Saturdoy. 5 Joruory

MUM'S IST ASSIGNMENT
— BREAKFAST WATCH

Murn said she reeded to cheerve what locals eat for
breakfost. I wos excited as, well, I love eating! Murm's editor
said that tre article must cover "fraditional breckfost
favourites”. Sounds interesting enough

I onhy know of McDorald's hot cakes, fried carrot cake -
rrust be black, and kaua toast. We usually eat these. But
Murn said her artficle has to be rore kalanced, inchuding
choices of food eaten by all rucee

"Right, what obout McDonald's Big Breakfast, fried carrot
cake - can be white, and koua bun?” I ashed

L]

It's ‘criteria’. Amaos!
Nope, fried carrot eake ddnt meet he.rl"h.lrn said
she would bring rme along for 'food tasting ot coffee shops
ard howker centres. Yippeel This is one assignrment T don't
mind helping out withi

Supday, b Jarary

BEREAKFAST AT CHIN MEE CHIN

Our first stop - a coffee ehop along East Coast Road

Been arocund eince 1935, Murm said Mosaic tiles for

flooring, ceiling fans that go click, click and click, and rarble
table tops. Almost everyone was eating half-bolled eggs
with dark soua sauce and pepper. Toasted burs with kaya
ard butter seermed to be a second favourite. (See, [ was
right!) There were also cupcakes, cream cones, suiss ralls
ard custard bune. I had the kaua bur Murm had the half-
bailed egg and kopl



TAKE-AWAY AT KIM CHOO RUEH CHANG
(JUST DOWN THE ROAD) - YuMMU

Murn said we had to observe ‘buuing behaviour' at this shop.
It was interesting to see cars driving up to part outside the
shop, with tre drivers dashing in to grab their orders. They
bought rmostly rini kueh ehang and nonua kueh. Boy, these
drivers were really fast! But of course - they didn't want to
be fined for legal parking affer all Wiy ddn't anuore ask
me fo be a look-out for the parting attendant? .

T would have dore it for free kueh chang.

Murn bought some for me fo tru. I loved theml Ate six
at one gol Mum also bought Two boxes home for Ah Kang
ard Po-Po.

NASI LEMAK AT ADAM ROAD FOOD CENTRE

Murn said we were eating nasi lermak rext, a favourite
Malay breakfast food™. The food cenfre was huge. Many
stalle with late of choices for bredkfast Mum chechked out
the Selera Rasa Nasi Lermak etall. The stall has been rated

Nurriber | by rany
foodies. Mum said
Al T bnow is that
thers was such

a long queuel
Everybody wos
ordering the nasi lernak with a fried ehicken wing, otak-otak,
fried egg and ikan bils. Tre sambal chifli wos very good,
Murn tried and told me. T ate only the rice and

fried chicken wing Yurnrmy!
NEXT STOP, PRATA AT JALAN KAYY

Murm said we were having
prata rext. I told her I
couldn't eat anymore. But she
insisted that T try the prata
af Thasevi Farmous Jakan Kauyu
Prata Restauront. I told her T
believe the stall is farnous. No reed to try. But she irsisted
I ordered it with ice cream. Actually it wos quite rice.
After eating, I told Murm I had to go horre. But she wasn't
dore yet. She said ehe wanted fo visit a wet market.

While. travelling in the car, T thought of wet market
srnells. Suddenhy I felt sick. I fold Mum to stop the car.
I got aut to throw up in the drain. I saw what was left
of rmy undgested kueh chang. nasi lernak and prata ice
eream. It woe horrible!

Murr felt really sorry affer that. We headed horre.

Went to bed to reet. Couldn't eat or do aruthing elee the
entire day.



Mordai. T Januiory

Woke up feeling ernpty in the
stornach. Washed up and got dressed
for school. Sat down for breakfast.
Hrame. I thought mauee kaya toast
with ot Milo would be nice. Mo such

luck. Breohfost was re-heated kueh c@;
chang, from yesterday
Tugsdeny, § Jargsory

A Kong bought prata and kopi for breakfost this rmorning
Thar# goodness no rmore kueh chang! My sfornach feels
better just by not having fo look at another one of

Those things!

I wonder what drink goes well with prafa? Hrm.. a Mo
drirk, hot or iced with lots of Mio powder on . The Milo
Dircsaur! Let's see, I have seen the Indian uncle at the
drirks stall make it with Mlo powder. hot water, condensed
rrilk ard lote of ice. Then sprinkle Mio powder on Top.
Magke I can try adding ice
crearm - vanilla ar chocolate.
And maybe I con add whipped
cream, the kind equeezed
from a nozzle... sse. I con call
rmuy drirk a Milo T-Rex! Or Mio
Godzila sounds better... Raghh! Al

ke

What about yosurt instead of ice crean®

Muuuuuuuuuumerem.. must you read everything
I write? And yogurt with Milo sounds GROSS!

AH KONG'S GUIDE
TO COFFEE SHOP KOPI & TEH!

KOPT O/TEH O
Black ecoffee/tea evaporated milk. (C stands
without rrilk. for Carnation. In Hairanese,

“see” glso rmeans fresh, os
i fresh rmill)

This ore is really funrmgl
TAK KEW - MILOI

In Holikier, tak kew rreans
bicking leall A Kong said that
the dd Milo comrercigls an
TV used to show sormeore
Micking a bal

/TEH PENG
Iced coffee/tea.

Here's more. These Termes are used mostly by Ah Pehs.
The sarre references are used for teh

KOPI SIEW TAL  KOPI POH KOPT KOSONG
With less sugar.  Light. Black coffee without

KOPT KAR TAL KOPT KOW
With rrore sugar.  Thick. Kow in Holkien rmeans thick.



TEOH HERGH

Chinese Tea. In Hobbien, this means
fishing. The dipping of the tea boag
resermbles fishingl

AH HUAY 3 TATI KA HO
Chrusantherniurm Horlicks. In Confonese,
tea In Hokkien, tris reans good
Fiuay rmeans Tower. for everybody!

=

MACCHIATO

Supday, 13 Jardimry

WHAT'S SO GOOD ABOUT
LIVING IN A FLAT?

Murn asked rme wnat makes living in a flat unique?
I suspect it's another assignrment. Wiy is she asking me?
I arm only a kidl But since she's my mother, T will help her.

Let's see, I like Wing in a flat because we get fo ploy along
the corridor. We can run and play 'catching’. The flat

hae a void deck too, which is good for cycling and plaung
football Sormetimes while waiting for my school bus, T like
waiching old folks play checkers.

Amos, You should not be plaging footeall HDE
has signs that say Mo Tootballl

B
What everybody said about living in a flath:

Po-Po said she likes to hang mer

clothes outside the kitchen window. .
They dry fast. i }
Fin Kong said he can have a private il
garder chong the corridor with his ’
potied plants. '

Dad said tre void dech provides o
comimon epace To hold weddings
or funerals.

WPL said ehe lkes going To the kKindergarten at the ground

i



ABOUT THE
AUTHOR

Adeline foo lives in Singapore with her husband and
three children She's a children’s book author, with
18 published books.

The author's elder son hated reading and writing when
he was four years old. Now twelve, he's written a few
diaries, which he keeps hidden frorm Murm. But Mum has
read every entry in his diaries (without hirm knowing of
course), though she has to bite her hand each firme she
wants to correct s Englishi No, he's not called Arnes,
ard she didn't steal arwy entries from his diaries. Writing
this book Took four rmaonths, and it has given the author
constipation. But sorme good did corme out of it. The farmily
has sworn off eating froge' legs, and the author has
achieved the art of multi-tasking in the bathroom,
writing while doing what moet other people do in if.

If you wieh o get in touch with the authar, visit
wiww.armoslee corm.sg where Adeline blogs about
the peris of beng a rrum!

ABOUT THE
ILLUSTRATOR

Stepharie Wong lives in Singapore and is o workaholic.

She desigrs ond ilustrates at Epigram. an independent
design house and publisher of exquisitely-designed books
(wuepigrarmnbookssg). Like Armos, Stephanie is an ardent
purveyor of local cuisime and rmuch prefers swimrming to

_jegging When she s not working, she can be found with

her bicycle. Ralph, douwn by fhe beach or hanging out at
coffee shops with friends enjouing her prata kosong (plain
prata) and Teh O Peng.

To View the scribbles of the flustrator,
vigit www steffatplayblogspot.com



THE DIARIES OF AMOS LEE
Is your Amos Lee series cormplete?
Check to make sure you have all
trese fitles!

1 |2
1 Sit, T Write Girls, Guts & Glory!
T Flugh! | Armos joire the
— Thia diary kegins schools swm team
as Murms New Year f— and discovers the
reashution te get = Funger to excel.
Frroe ta wete
wren re B n
the kathroor ..
'.-Ii-ﬂ*l..'ﬁ*i I'rm Twehe, I'm Your DIY Toilet
; 71 Tough, I Tweet! Diory To Farme!
A Arnos resalves | Get started on
t to be voted as the +| the read fo
N most popular boy. _ .'..;meriﬁﬁ-ﬁ
To hs disrnoy, e shuf¥, doodles ard
arch enerrg Michael, personaity fests..

resorts o cheating..

AMOS LEE BOOK 4!
He's curte. He's palte. He's teacher’s pet ard Murrrmy's dariing.

He's everything that Armoe Lee ent. Meat the Lae Bey tre child star
Singapere i groorming as The Mext 8ig Thing on TV!
But will Arnce, the orgnal tolet darst, let birm

get ahead T Crech wii armealee carmag for updatesl




= PRAISE FOR
= STE RRARYOE ANOS [UEE
I Sit, I White, I Flughl

. "What started as random rants in a toilet has now
2= become the inspiration for a new children’s book.”
Malini Nathan,7he Straifs Times' Little Red Dot

o “From school o market, everything is familiar
annsn but fresher from a precocious child's point of =
' view, and the illustrations are quirky and cute.
+Ha A clever idea and a pleasurable read.” .
. 2 Tan Shee Lah, Liestuyle

.. "It has delightful local flavour, humour, sketches
T and even unwanted comments from Mom
- (who corrects his spelling, of course) and Dad.  *®

. It introduces uniquely Singaporean sights and sounds _

CLEEE like the Kopi lingo used at coffeeshops...”
. Wong Siow Yuen, Younyg Parents
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