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For my dad, who, at 17, 
braved an adventure 
on the high seas to 
come to this island. 

—Hwee Goh

Dedicated to family & 
friends, who inspired 
this art journey. 

—Jayne Ong
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A is for the Annals, an ancient history 
book filled with stories of kings and 
empires since Alexander the Great. 
It tells us who we were, where we 
came from and how we lived. It is an 
adventure through time. 

Amazing!



B is for Badang, the strongest man who lived in the 
14th century. Challenged in a contest by a king of 
another land, Badang picked up a boulder and threw it 
all the way to the Singapore River. 

BOOM! 
A piece of that stone still stands!



C is for Colonel Crawfurd, who looked at our land and 
said, “I want it for the Crown!” 
He invited the Johor king and the local chief, and 
presented them with a contract. Singapore was signed 
over to the British for what would be one million 
Singapore dollars today!

CRIKEY!



Hwee Goh is a presenter, writer and editor. Classically trained at the Medill School 
of Journalism, she has worked at Channel NewsAsia reporting on Singaporean 
politics. She is also the author of Lee Kuan Yew, a children’s photobook chronicling 
the life of Singapore’s founding prime minister, and ten other fiction and non-fiction 
titles for children. Hwee conducts workshops with the Singapore Book Council and 
is a regular speaker at schools. She curates good stories on @hweezbooks.

Jayne Ong is a visual designer and illustrator who graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in visual communication. She has worked with many organisations, 
including Jetstar and Meshminds. A fan of picture books, Jayne is always on the 
lookout for new, exciting stories. When she is not engrossed in her digital canvas, 
Jayne supports the occasional kopi break. She is the illustrator of Suho: The 
Creation of the Horse-head Fiddle, published by Epigram Books in 2019.
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Take a journey to the past with 
your ABCs and learn new 
things about old Singapore.

An alphabet book that will spark 

your child’s curiosity about 

Singapore’s early history.

A is for the Annals.
B is for Badang.
C is for Colonel Crawfurd.




