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Japan Times 2023%2H18H

STYLE & DESIGN | ON: DESIGN

Japan’s award-winning travel goods make
any trip a breeze

BY MIO YAMADA

Feb18,2023

Since 2015, the @ Omotenashi Selection project has highlighted a
broad range of regional products and services with the aim of
internationally promoting Japanese innovations in design and
hospitality. As the initiative prepares to judge the first round of 202:
applicants for the now-biannual event, On: Design looks back on it
most recent winners and, in the spirit of the award’s global aspiratic

and Japan'’s reopened borders, picks three items great for travel.

thejapantimes

THE INDEPENDENT VOICE IN ASIA

Caring design

Though not specifically designed as a travel product, the Carewill
Laundry-net Bag is just as useful on a trip as it is at home. A winner of
the Omotenashi Selection Special Distinction ANA Award, it's also a

good example of effective universal design.

-~

*

10N

= Carewill is a brand with a unique objective: “to solve the
inconvenience of clothing.” Since 2020, the company has launched a
cape and a shirt to aid people with arm injuries or disabilities. Its
Laundry-net Bag (¥4,400) was developed to make washing clothes
easier for those suffering limb and joint mobility issues, such as

rheumatism, partial paralysis or injuries.

Designed by # Ken Okamoto Design Office, the Laundry-net Bag is a
30-centimeter-tall tote that can be used as a laundry basket before
being tossed — with clothing inside — straight into the washing
machine, The bag opens out wide to stand upright on its own and can
hold up to a day's worth of clothing before being zipped shut and
washed. According to Carewill, washing garments inside the bag
prevents them from getting tangled, making it less strenuous to sort
and hang laundry later. The bag’s handles also allow it to be easily
removed from the machine, while its lightweight netting is flexible

enough to fold for compact storage.

Aesthetically, it's simple, a little like a net version of an old-fashioned
bowling bag, Its functionality of design, however, won it not only an

Omotenashi Select award, but also a 2022 Good Design Special Award.

= Source:

https://www.japantimes.co.jp/life/2023/02/18/styl
e/on-design-omotenashi-travel-awards/

Tokyo Weekender 2023F3H2H

Practical Products For Those With Arm Injuries

BY WEEKENDER £D

Award-winning Laundry-net Bag makes the washing

process easier for eve

yone

okyo
Weekender

This product combines the functions of a laundry basket and a washing bag to
make the whole process of washing clothes easier for everyone. Drop your dirty
clothes inside and close the bag’s zip before you put it in the wash, to protect
the clothes from tangling and stretching. When the load is complete, use the

handles to carry the bag to the washing line.

The Laundry-net Bag was developed in conjunction with people suffering
problems such as limited mobility of finger, hand or shoulder joints due to
rheumatism, injury or paralysis. Many users emphasized that the act of doing
laundry plays a fundamental role in regulating a healthy and hygienic lifestyle.

‘The company, then, created this product in response.

The bag’s handles are large enough to place your forearm through and they can

also be used to hang the bag on a hook at a convenient height.

You don’t even need to remove clothing from the bag to dry, which is why it's a

small, but significant, revolution in our daily lives.

Laundry-net Bag by carewill, INC.

https://www.carewill.cojp/en/products/laundry-net-bag

Tokyo-based carewill, INC. crafts the revolutionary

Arm Sling Cape to protect the arm while distracting

from its injury

Created based on the needs of patients with temporary or longer-term arm
injury is the Arm Sling Cape from carewill, INC. The product has an inner
pocket that holds the weak arm just like a traditional triangular arm sling but is
also easily pulled over the head to be worn as a short cape. The design protects

the arm without drawing attention to the injury.

‘The cape was created after interviews with more than 20 people who had been
receiving treatment from occupational and physical therapists for problems
including paralysis, frozen shoulder, damage to the shoulder’s rotator cuft, joint
dislocation, bone fracture and rheumatism. The product, therefore,

incorporates first-hand experiences of target users.

The cape can be used for either arm. An elastic band sewn into the back
distributes the weight of the arm across the shoulders and back to stabilize the

arm and prevent fatigue and neck pain, even when worn for long periods.

It comes available in two color options (navy and gray) and is also,
conveniently, a one-size-fits-all garment made from a smooth fabric that makes

it easy to slip over the head, and take it off again, using just one arm.

Arm Sling Cape by carewill, INC.

https://www.carewill.cojp/en/products/armsling

Source:
Practical Products For Those With Arm Injuries | Tokyo
Weekender
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