
 

      

 

Sports Equipment Recycling Trial  
- Information for Schools  -  

About Game On Recycling 
Game On Recycling is a partnership between Australia New Zealand Recycling Platform 
(ANZRP) and Wilson Sporting Goods Co. Recognised as a thought leader in the Product 
Stewardship sector, ANZRP works alongside government, industry and community groups to 
reduce waste, improve recycling and better manage environmental impact.  

Wilson Sporting Goods Co., a subsidiary of Amer Sports Corporation, is the world's leading 
manufacturer of high-performance sports equipment, apparel, footwear, and accessories. The 
Company brings more than a century of innovation, history and heritage across many sports. 

Together, these two organisations are forging ahead to make Australia’s sport equipment 
industry a global leader in sustainability. 

Financially supported by ANZRP, Wilson Sporting Goods Co, and grant from the Australian 
Government’s National Product Stewardship Investment Fund, the pilot phase of this project 
started on 1 July 2021 and will continue to 31 March 2023.  
 
Why is used sporting equipment a problem? 
There is currently no formal system in place in Australia to collect and recycle the significant volume 
of sports equipment that is sent to landfill each year. There they cause problems with our 
ecosystems and the biodiversity that surrounds them. 
 

How will the schools program work? 
Collection sites are being established around Australia to collect old and unwanted sporting 
equipment. Items collected will be sent to ANZRP’s processing facilities in Melbourne to be 
sorted and separated into: 
 

1. Items that can be reused and put back into circulation in the community, thereby 
extending the life of the product; or 

2. Items that have well and truly come to the end of their life and need to be recycled.  
This recycled material can then be used in the re-manufacture of new products. We are 
exploring options with producers of yoga mats, thongs and tennis court surfacing.  

 
During the pilot program, Game On Recycling will work with schools to run collections and report 
back the types and volumes of sporting equipment collected.  

For schools located outside of metro Melbourne, Game On Recycling can provide Reply Paid 
slips for schools to attach to a cardboard box and send back waste sports equipment through 



 

      

Australia Post. Each box can weigh up to 22kg and 0.253 in volume. We recommend deflating 
balls to increase the quantity of materials that can fit inside each box. 

For Melbourne metropolitan schools, Game On Recycling can provide a 1100L receptacle for the 
collection of sporting equipment over a two-to-three-week period. 
 

What are the costs? 
The purpose of this pilot program is to test the viability of such an initiative in schools. As this is an 
exploratory exercise, Game On Recycling is offering the collection service at no cost to the school.  

Alongside the sporting equipment collection, we encourage you to promote sporting equipment 
recycling in class in any way you deem appropriate.  
 

What is accepted? 
The Game On Recycling program post-back channel can accept: 

• Deflated balls (including basketball, football, netball, soccer, volleyball, water polo) 
• Stringed rackets (badminton, tennis, squash) 
• Tennis balls 

A flyer containing a more comprehensive list of accepted/unaccepted items is attached.  

What’s next? 
To discuss your school’s involvement in the pilot program, please contact Coral East, Project 
Coordinator at ANZRP on coral.east@anzrp.com.au.  

Further information on Game On Recycling can be located at https://gameonrecycling.com.au/ 

Further information on the National Product Stewardship Investment Fund can be located at 
https://www.awe.gov.au/environment/protection/waste/product-stewardship/national-product-
stewardship-investment-fund 
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