
A GUIDE TO 
TEXAS GARDENING

plant a thriving garden that will last!



Whether you’re a native 

Texan, you moved here to get 

out of the cold, or you moved 

here “to be with that special 

boy or girl,”  - welcome to 

Texas gardening! The Texas 

soil and climate is fickle, 

but with the right care and 

quality plants, you can create 

a beautiful, Texas-sized 

garden. Here’s what you need 

to know to make it happen!



Transform Texas clay and rocky soil into the nutrient-rich environment your garden 
needs. We promise, if you give it a little time and elbow grease, it will make a big 
difference! 

Expanded shale, green sand, and Planter’s Mix are your friends. Shale and green sand 
will help to break up the clay for improved drainage. Planter’s Mix is a combination of 
Dairy Compost, hardwood humus, top soils, and sands for nutrient-rich soil. 

TALK DIRT TO ME!

Spread approximately 1” of expanded shale or green sand 
over your flower bed. Till to a depth of 6-8”. Expert Note: 
Tilling thoroughly is a game changer. Working these 
products into the clay is pretty difficult to do by hand  
(it could be cause for a heated argument between that boy/
girl you moved to Texas for!) Invest in renting a good tiller 
for long lasting results and happy relationships. 

After the first layer, add one to two inches of Planter’s 
Mix and till it to the same depth. The largest percentage of 
your shrub’s roots are in the top 6-8” of soil so this will give 
them nutrients and proper drainage.  



THE RIGHT PLANTS IN  
ALL THE RIGHT PLACES. 

Let’s Talk Sun

to water or not to water?

when in doubt, don’t water.

Some plants might claim to withstand “full sun”, but here’s the thing - there’s “full sun” and 
then there’s “Texas sun” (aka: “Oh my word, it’s so hot. I think my fingernails are sweating”). 
All plants need varying levels of sun and shade, but Texas takes it to another level. 

Plants that require “full sun” in Massachusetts will need less sun to weather a blazing Texas 
summer. Make sure to check the region of the plant and the exposure of the location before 
placing and planting!

After the first layer, add one to two inches of Planter’s Mix and till it to the same depth. 
The largest percentage of your shrub’s roots are in the top 6-8” of soil so this will give them 
nutrients and proper drainage.  

Place plants with similar water needs together. Because Texas 
weather varies so dramatically, you will end up planting a wide 
variety of plants. Group plants with similar water needs together to 
prevent over or underwatering other plants in your landscape. 

I know what you’re thinking - “There is NO way to over water a plant 
when it’s THIS hot!” Even on hot days, the clay in Texas soil can cause 
water to build up underneath the surface, oversaturating your plant’s 
roots and becoming the number-one cause of plant sickness. It is better 
to under water your plant than to overwater! 



Mulch helps protect the root 
system of your plants from the hot 
sun. 

This mulch keeps moisture in the 
soil so that it does not evaporate 
too quickly. 

Unlike rubber mulch, hardwood 
mulch breaks down into compost 
and continues to provide nutrients 
to your plants! (I personally think 
playgrounds are the only places 
rubber mulch is good for, but that 
may just be me)  

Hardwood mulch makes a flower bed 
look complete, but it also serves a few 
other important purposes.  Here’s 
why we love Hardwood mulch (and 
you should too!)
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There’s so much to learn about Texas plants and techniques! The best way to cultivate 
a thriving garden is to make sure you purchase quality plants and consult local experts 
for their care. You can go to the ends of the earth or stay up all hours of the night 
researching….or just come to Fossil Creek where any of our Texas Nursery and Landscape 
certified Gardening Coaches can help to ensure that your Texas garden is a success!

fossilcreektreefarm.com
Follow us on Instagram! 

@fossilcreektreefarm

FIND A GREAT GARDEN CENTER!  


