
 

GARDEN CLUB OF CHEVY CHASE 
MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2019 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Molly Morris at the Village Hall in 
Chevy Chase at 9:40 a.m.  After roll call, the June meeting minutes were approved. 
 
WELCOME 
Molly asked the following to introduce their guests:  Angela Lancaster introduced 
Susan Bollendorf; Molly introduced Catheryn Clune; Tricia Saul introduced her 
daughter Tia; and, Lindsey Rupp introduced Althea Ross. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Lisa Sanders noted that we have $62,319 in assets.  The asset growth is largely due 
to the $16,439.84 profit generated from the Garden Tour, $3855.92 unspent from 
the prior year, a VISA refund of $204.90 and $13,138 collected in dues added to 
prior savings.  Of the $13,138 dues collected and the VISA refund of $204.90, we 
have already spent $4092 for GCA dues, $125 for one mini-zone VI meeting, leaving 
a budget of $9125.90 for our activities if we develop a balanced budget.   
But if there are items GCCC decides to support, there is another $19,541 in 
unrestricted funds for use (not including the CD).  In addition, there is $22,465 in 
restricted funds.  This is comprised of the $16,440 Garden Tour Profits and the 
carryover of $6025 restricted funds sitting in Revere Bank. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Membership:  Susan Dixon asked Julie Maner and Lisa Sanders to read their letters 
of support for proposed member Michelle Dolge and Lotta Kramer and Julie Maner 
to read their letters of support for proposed member Margaret Griffin.  The club 
members present voted to approve their membership in the Garden Club of Chevy 
Chase (GCCC).  Susan noted that, with the two new members, Theresa Boland’s 
resignation, and Margo Kingston going Associate, the active members number 42.  
Susan’s full membership committee report is attached to the minutes. 
 
Program:  Julie Maner thanked everyone for paying their dues, the increase in 
money enabling the GCCC to get great speakers. 
 
Angela said the October 8 business meeting and program will be held at River Farm 
in Alexandria, where the American Horticulture Society (AHS) is headquartered and 
is the site of one of George Washington’s vegetable farms.  She added that GCCC 
donates $100 to AHS. 
 



The November program will be a history of the GCCC presented by a few of our 
longest-serving club members.  There will also be a mystery floral design 
competition a la “Chopped”, the TV cooking show. 
 
Holiday Decorating for the Village Hall and the National Center for Children and 
Families will occur in December. 
 
The January program, a joint one with Perennial Garden Club, will be “Florists to the 
Field,” with Greg Campbell and Erick New, co-owners of Garden District in Memphis. 
 
The February program, a joint one with Westmoreland Garden Club, will feature 
Susan Bell, of Hill Top Gardens, who will share tips on designing a four seasons 
garden. 
 
Regarding the March program, several opportunities are being explored. 
 
In April, we will have the Photography and Horticulture Show. 
 
The May program will feature Kent, the Garden Guru on container gardening.  
 
The annual meeting and lunch will be in June. 
 
More detailed information on the program series is on the GCCC website. 
 
Civics:  Twinkle Thompson noted that the Civics Committee has been expanded 
organizationally to include Village Hall Holiday Decorating and the National Center 
for Children and Families.  Monique Milhollin will be the lead for NCCR with support 
from Liz Platts and Elayne Bennett will be the lead for Village Hall Holiday 
Decorating.  Maintenance of the Betty English Garden (BEG) is the responsibility of 
the entire club membership.  The first BEG cleanup is scheduled for September 25; 
subsequent cleanups are scheduled on the last Tuesday of October, November, 
March, April, and May at 9:30 a.m.  We may have a cleanup in February, weather 
permitting, and in June if needed.   Reminder emails will be sent to all members in 
advance. 
 
Conservation:  Nancy Ridgway indicated her committee initially has three goals: 1) 
Earth Day, every day – club members could practice earth day every day by picking 
up two pieces of trash; 2) invasive plants; and, 3) the use of rain gardens.  More 
information to come from her committee at future meetings. 
 
Horticulture:  Marion Ballard noted there was going to be a September 24 meeting 
at Susan Kilborn’s home to review the schedule for the Horticulture Show in April 
and the responsibilities of the Flower Show Committee.  Marion went on to say she 
passed around a Breck’s ordering sheet for members to get an early start on growing 
bulbs to enter in the Horticulture Show.   
 



Photography:  Valerie Grace handed out copies of the Photography Show schedule, 
noting that the schedule is also on the blog and committee section of the GCCC 
website.   
 
Friends of Chevy Chase Circle:  Valerie also informed the members that there will be 
lights on the Circle on October 5. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Garden Tour is scheduled for Sunday, May 3, 2020 beginning at 12 noon and ending 

at 4 pm.   Looking for volunteers to chair or co-chair the tour.  Please let Molly know. 

 

“An Evening with Margot Shaw” on Thursday, November 7th beginning at 7:30 pm.  

There will be a reception at Molly’s house to meet Margot and be able to purchase 

her book.  Please give Molly any names/emails of anyone you would like to be 

invited.  This is a membership event and so think about friends who may be 

interested in joining the garden club.  Must have names/emails by September 26 

and invitation will go out the first week of October. 

 

For the luncheon today, Molly noted there is no parking on Bradley Lane; please 

park on side streeets; at Molly’s house, walk down the driveway to the garden. 

 

Mary Denger said the GCCC Christmas Party will be on Sunday, December 8th, 5 pm 

to 7 pm at the home of Bea and Greg Cope, 3806 Leland Street.  The price is the same 

as last year. 

 

NCAGC still needs volunteers for September 21st celebration of 60th anniversary of 

Fern Valley at the Arboretum.  If interested let Molly know and she will give you the 

name of the person to contact about volunteering. 

 

Floral Design Workshop is on Wednesday, September 25th at the Irvine Nature 

Center in Owings Mills, Maryland.  Bea Cope is attending the afternoon Session.  

Please see Molly for the registration information or check our Zone page on the GCA 

Website. 

 

Mini Zone Meeting is on Tuesday, October 22nd at the Elkridge Club in Maryland.  

Susan Benninghoff and Bea Cope will be joining Molly and anyone else is also 

welcome to come as well!  They are especially asking that club treasurers and new 

members please come to the meeting as they will be holding a seminar on 

Everything GCA. 

 



 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Changes to Bylaws that were sent out to the membership earlier this summer.   See 

attached.  The changes were approved subject to rewording of language pertaining 

to the holding of meetings; such rewording should be highlighted. 

 

Vote on whether or not to renew membership in the National Capital Area Garden 

Clubs (NCAGC).  There was an extensive discussion on this issue.  Highlights 

included making a donation in lieu of membership; it’s extraordinarily difficult to 

get GCCC members (if any) to participate in NCAGC programs; we can’t participate 

in NCAGC programs if we are not members of the organization; NCAGC offers great 

workshops; etc.  The discussion was tabled until January at which time club 

members will hear from Mimi, Marion, and new club members on their evaluation of 

their NCAGC participation.  

 

Hospitality Committee - Simplifying the Hostessing duties by forming a committee.  

The first year the Executive Board decided it would be the Hospitality Committee.  

We will have sign ups for next year with all the other committees in the Spring. 

 

Adding Floral Design as a committee.  Primary goal/mission is education.  Making 

sure all GCA members have access to floral design information and have the 

opportunity to learn design skills.  They will support flower shows and judging 

workshops and are a resource for their shows and meetings.  But the primary focus 

is to help club members learn about floral design in a broad sense.  To learn design 

styles, elements and principles, techniques, how others are using their floral design 

skills, where they might find further learning opportunities and what trends we are 

seeing, what other designers are doing and to TAKE THE FEAR OUT AND PUT THE 

FUN IN!  We are looking for someone to volunteer to be our first chair!  Please let 

Molly know if any member is interested in doing this. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:40 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Twinkle Thompson 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 



  



Bylaw Suggestions to be Voted on at the September 17th Meeting 

1.  Section I – Order of Business            

Add the words, “if appropriate” after Number 5. Reports of the Standing Committees. 

2. Section III – Committees.  Item 2. 

b.  Remove the words, “(at least three people) after the word Membership. 

c.  Add Hospitality 

3.  Section IV – Meetings.  Item 1. 

Delete the first sentence, as follows:  Regular meetings shall be held each month, except in July and August and in its place, Add 

“The Club will conduct a minimum of 7 meetings a year except for July and August.” 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 
Membership Committee September 17th Report 

 
1.  Molly Morris, President; Lotta Kramer, Membership Committee Co-Chair and I 

met throughout the summer to complete the following new documents: 

 
New Member Information Flyer  
Steps for Proposing a New Member to GCCC 
On-Boarding Steps for New Members 

 
These documents are available on the GCCC website.   

 
2. Molly and I also met with two potential members, Lisa Blue and Catheryn Penzler 

Clune. They both expressed interest in becoming GCCC members.  We are 

coordinating with them the next steps in becoming a member.   

 
3. A New Member’s Orientation Session is scheduled for Tuesday, September 24th 

from 10:00-11:30 a.m. at the home of Molly Morris.   

 

4. Spoke to Angela Lancaster about her nomination of Susan Bollendorf.  Meg 

Stillman will be the co-sponsor. 

 
5. GCCC Members will be voting on the nomination of Margaret Griffin and 

Michelle Dolge at the September 17th meeting.  

 

Membership Stats for September 
 
41 Active Members, not including Margaret and Michelle. 
25 Associate Members, including Margo Kingston, Lynne Mitchell, and Jane Van 
Remoortere. 
 
Theresa Boland resigned from the GCCC this summer.   
 
 

  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Susan Dixon, Chair 
Membership Committee  
 


