
GARDEN CLUB OF CHEVY CHASE 
MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 18, 2018 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Marilyn Montgomery 
at the Village Hall in Chevy Chase at 9:15 a.m. 
 
WELCOME 
Marilyn welcomed all members and introduced the 2018-2019 
Board and Committee Chairs and members.  After roll call, minutes 
from the June meeting were approved; any comments should be 
provided to Twinkle. 
 
MEMBERSHIP VOTE 
Mary Lou Kenary read letters of support for proposed members 
Nancy Ridgway and Lotta Kramer, who were subsequently 
approved for membership in the Garden Club of Chevy Chase 
(GCCC). 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Lisa Sanders noted that all members have paid their dues.  Lisa 
further noted that, at its September meeting, the Board voted to 
have the GCCC reimburse only the registration fees for two 
representatives to attend Zone meetings. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Zone VI Meeting:  Molly Morris pointed out that GCCC and 
Georgetown Garden Club are hosting the Zone VI meeting on 
October 17 -18, 2018.  Volunteers are needed before and during the 
two day meeting, and she  asked members to sign up on the 
volunteer sheet being circulated at the meeting. Volunteers are 
needed all day on the 17th at the National Arboretum, and from 2:30 
to 5:30 pm at the Chevy Chase Club.  Molly encouraged everyone to 



attend the business meeting at 8:30 am on the 18th at the Chevy 
Chase Club, as well as listen to the speakers who follow the business 
meeting.  Molly thanked the dinner hostesses who have volunteered 
to hold dinners at their homes.  The Zone VI meeting schedule will 
be posted on the GCCC blog. 
 
Photography Show – Zone VI Meeting:  Valerie Grace explained 
that the judging of submissions for the Photography Show at the 
Chevy Chase Club will take place during the morning of October 17.  
The show will be open for viewing until the early afternoon of 
October 18.  Response to submitting photographs has been very 
good and there is a waiting list.  Valerie has already met with the 
passing judge who conducted an initial review.  Photography 
Committee members will set up the show at 4 pm on Tuesday, 
October 16 at the Chevy Chase Club.  It was noted that the Chevy 
Chase Historical Society is loaning display boards for the show. 
 
The Photography Committee will be involved in several activities, 
including the setting up of a club photo Instagram account, a 
webinar with a professional photographer, and a workshop on 
general iPhone photo capability. 
 
Valerie asked the members to let Ann Thompson know if there are 
changes to the meeting hostess list.  Ann will then let Valerie know 
to ensure the hostess list is current in the GCCC NewsBud.  
 
Communications Committee:  Chris Leahy will describe the work 
of the Communications Committee during the October meeting. 
 
Civics Committee:  Nancy Cholis pointed out that we need 
increased club participation in the clean up of the Betty English 
Garden (BEG).   This is a community/club activity, not just the 
responsibility of the members of the Civics Committee. To help 
facilitate members’ participation, the 3rd Tuesday in every month 



except September, December, January, and February, has been 
marked on the GCCC website calendar for clean up of the BEG.  In 
addition, if Civics Committee members cannot make five scheduled 
clean ups, they can do so on other days and just let Nancy and 
Twinkle know this has occurred.  Nancy encouraged the proposers 
of new members to join them at the BEG. 
 
Conservation Committee:  Before Susan Dixon started her report, 
Marilyn distributed Earthwise vegetable bags to members who can 
purchase additional ones on Amazon.com.  Susan Dixon noted there 
are 10 members on the committee.  The committee has identified 
several goals/activities.  The first activity is to identify and tag the 
shrubs in the Village, working with the Village Hall.  This will take 
two years.  We are going to start with the buffer zone and the BEG in 
October.  Another activity involves the 11th Street Bridge Project, a 
subject which Scott Kratz, a speaker at the Zone VI meeting, will 
discuss.   The project includes the creation of community gardens.  
Scott has offered to give tours of these gardens.  If you are interested 
in a tour, please contact Ann Nichols after the meeting.  Also, there is 
an annual fundraising harvest dinner on October 14 benefiting this 
project.  If you are interested in participating, please also see Ann 
Nichols.  The Perennial Garden Club is involved in this project.  The 
Conservation Committee is in the exploration stage regarding GCCC 
involvement. 
 
Flower Show Committee:  The Flower Show will be at Sally 
Chapoton’s home on December 2.  Pat Stallings asked everyone to 
read the schedule that was sent out to members.  At our October 
meeting there will be a sign up sheet for selection of classes of floral 
arrangements and for times to visit Sally’s home, where you will fill 
out 3x5 cards for placement selection.  Pat noted that three of the 
five classes allow for accessories. 
 



Program Committee:  Angela Lancaster explained our floral 
arranging demonstration program for the October meeting which 
will feature Sarah Von Pollaro with Urban Petals Floral Design.  
Following the program, there will be a hands on workshop learning 
the art of floral arrangement.  We need 10 to 25 participants, at a 
cost of $90.  Angela will provide further details in an email. 
 
Visiting Gardens Committee:  Molly Morris said the focus of the 
committee will be the GCCC May 18, 2018, garden tour of select 
gardens in the east side of the Village.  We will be using a book given 
by Marilyn Montgomery as a template for the tour. The need for 
volunteers will be critical, and we will seek your help after the Zone 
VI meeting.  A big thank you to Tricia Saul who graciously has 
volunteered her home for ticket sales and the boutique. 
 
Horticultural Committee:  Marion Ballard pointed out that her 
committee was meeting in a week to determine goals and plans.  She 
encouraged everyone to investigate the American Horticultural 
Society’s garden tours.  Marion just returned from a wonderful 
garden tour in the Czech Republic. 
 
Village Hall Holiday Decorating Committee:  Elayne Bennett 
named committee members. 
 
National Center for Children and Families:  Jane Van Remoortere 
asked members to think about a place where members could bring 
donated stockings and bedding for inventory and storage until the 
Holiday Party at the Center on Tuesday, Dec. 11. This would involve 
the use of a covered porch or garage for about a week prior to the 
date. 
 
Garden History and Design Committee:  Susan Kilborn will give a 
report during the October meeting. 
 



Marilyn reminded everyone that Claudia will chair the October 
meeting in her absence. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 am for luncheon at Ginny 
Leachman’s. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Twinkle Thompson 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 


