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On the occasion of the GCCC 90th anniversary luncheon, the meeting was called 
to order by President Jane Van Remoortere. Jane thanked the 
hostesses:  Pamela Simpson, Molly Morris and Mary Denger. Thirty- three Active 
Members, twelve Associate Members and Honorary Member Tricia Saul were in 
attendance. The June minutes were approved. 
  
Treasurer’s report: 
Checking account :             $41,887 as of 8/31/16 CD:           $10,824 as of 
9/23/16 
Total funds                            $ 52,711 Less restricted funds  - $15,115 Total 
unrestrictive funds     $ 37,596 
  
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
  
Program: 
Melissa Pflieger announced the following: October will be a horticulture 
workshop, November: Nancy Ross will speak about windowsill arrangements, 
December: Holiday decorating at the Village Hall as well as the National Center 
for Children and Families. January: Little Falls Watershed Alliance (joint 
meeting). February: Everything you want to know about Photography. March: 
Marta McDowell will present “All the Presidents’ Gardens “ April: Behind- the -
scenes at the Botany Department of the Smithsonian Natural History 
Museum.  No meeting in May (GCA Annual Meeting in Baltimore, May 3rd to 
7th). June: GCCC Annual Meeting and Lunch at Molly Morris’ home. 
 
Civics: 
Gardening: Nancy Caffey started a Betty English Garden log to keep track of the 
work accomplished. One or two clean-up workshops will be announced later. 
  
Christmas Decorations will take place after GCCC 
Dec 13th meeting: 
NCCF: Liz Platts gave a brief description of the kind of work done for the Center. 
As in the past we are counting on members to give either a stocking full of gifts to 



each child or some bedding supplies for the parents. A sign- up sheet will be 
passed at the November meeting. 
Village Hall decorations: Elayne Bennett explained why and how decorating the 
Chevy Chase Village Hall is important as a “thank you” to all in the Village for 
their hospitality to the GCCC. 
 
Conservation: 
Ann Nicholson encouraged us all to attend the NAL Conference in DC. 
Pamela Simpson reported that work has started on the restoration of the 
Springhouse Run at the National Arboretum. 
  
Flower show: 
Pam Perkins explained that the committee will encourage members to create 
many entries from our Club for the May GCA Annual Meeting. The Committee 
will create a table arrangement for the Zone VI Mini- Meeting. 
  
Garden History and Design: 
Angela Lancaster reported on a new way of reporting on our gardens. The 
committee will encourage all of our members to explore a new Smithsonian 
program called “Community of Gardens”. Any garden documented could then be 
added not only to the Smithsonian files, but also to our own website. 
  
Ginny Leachman is in the process of documenting a garden for the Smithsonian 
Archives.  She will report on her project as it progresses. 
  
Horticulture: 
Barbara Freedman announced a planning meeting on Monday, September 19th 
to prepare for the October workshop: planting succulents. The committee is 
encouraging participation in a seed- sharing program for the Zone VI Mini- 
Meeting, the Shirley Meneice Conference and the GCA Annual meeting. 
  
Photography: 
Valerie Grace encouraged all committee members to photograph and collect 
documents about club activities for the website. The committee will present a 
program on GCA photography for the February, 2017 meeting. 
  
 
Website: 
A big round of applause went to congratulate and thank the Website Committee: 
Valerie Grace, Jane Van Remoortere, Molly Morris, Ann Nichols, Angela 



Lancaster! Jane VR announced that the Green Book is now on the website, and 
that no longer  will a hard copy of the book be printed. 
Valerie explained how the website works; she insisted that to protect privacy, it is 
essential never to share the password with non-members. Thanks were 
extended to Brian Caffey for all his technical help, and to Brooke Breckenridge 
Morton who designed the beautiful website logo. 
All members are required to sign the provided photo release form, giving 
permission for their images to appear on the website. 
 
  
Visiting Gardens: 
Molly Morris and Melissa Pflieger suggested these trips in 1917: 
-Philadelphia Flower Show- 13th and 14th of February. (Please sign up no 
laterthan October 25th.) The theme this year is “Amsterdam”. 

• Birmingham, AL on April 2nd to5th. 
  
Old Business: 
GCCC funds given to the Western Grove Park will be used toward the 
construction of the Garden Club of Chevy Chase Bridge. 
  
The GCCC fund- raising tour of the Chevy Chase Gardens was a true success. 
Each family, who generously opened their garden for the occasion, received a 
set of twenty-five cards representing their house. Valerie Grace took photos of 
each house and then computer enhanced the image to look like a water color. 
This gesture of gratitude was, of course, very well received. 
  
New business: 
The GAC Annual Meeting will be in Baltimore, May 3rd through the 7th,2017. 
Zone VI is hosting the meeting. Jane reminded all members to be available those 
days to be totally involved in the event. She asked that Flower Show, Horticulture 
and Photography Committees hold  workshops to educate the members on how 
to present their entries at the Annual Meeting. The topics to be covered include: 
how to fill in the entry card, what the judges look for, and how the point system is 
used by the  judges. 
  
The meeting was adjourned by 11:30. It was followed by champagne cocktails 
served in the lounge, while a slideshow, compiled of ninety years of GCCC 
photos, could be admired on a large screen.  We all gathered for a group picture, 
followed by a delicious and elegant sit-down luncheon 
  
Respectfully submitted, Monique Milhollin 



 


