
GARDEN CLUB OF CHEVY CHASE 
MEETING MINUTES 
OCTOBER 8, 2019 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Molly Morris at the American 
Horticulture Society’s Headquarters in Alexandria at 11:10 a.m. 
 
WELCOME  
Molly welcomed all members and thanked Angela Lancaster and Marion Ballard for 
arranging today’s program/garden tour.  Barbara Freedman introduced her guest, 
Jennifer Albrecht, who is an event organizer.  After roll call, minutes from the 
September meeting were approved. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Lisa Sanders said that the Garden Club of Chevy Chase (GCCC) financial assets 
continue to be healthy.  Total cash reserves are $62,129, composed of $39,664 in 
unrestricted funds and $22,465 in restricted funds. Disbursements for the month of 
September included the return of $110 to PayPal for Garden Tour Tickets; $258.16 
for the GCCC website licenses; and $125 reimbursements for two GCCC members 
(total $250) to attend the Zone VI mini-meeting.  Revenues in September included 
$200 in annual dues from Michelle Dolge.  GCCC has Accounts Receivable of $200 for 
Annual Dues. 
 
The Executive Board agreed that we need a protocol for members who have lost a 
spouse, child, or grandchild.  In lieu of GCCC sending flowers, a $1000 bereavement 
line item will be established for a donation to the charity chosen by the family.  This 
money would come from funds leftover from last year.  A $100 donation has been 
made  to the National Veterans Legal Services Program for John Harwood, Stone 
Ridge School for Tom Cholis, and Maine Seacoast Mission for Bob Stillman. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Membership 
Susan Dixon’s October committee report is attached to the minutes. 
 
Molly Morris and Ellin Nolin read their respective letters of support for proposed 
member Catheryn Clune who was subsequently approved for membership in GCCC. 
 
Program 
Julie Maner said her committee was working on identifying the three contestants for 
the November 12 program.  If anyone is interested in participating, please let Julie 
know. 
 
 
 



Civics 
Twinkle Thompson thanked those who helped to clean up the Betty English Garden 
in September.  The next cleanup is scheduled for October 29 and a reminder email 
will be sent out to all members.  Twinkle also remarked that she would be sending 
an email to all Civics Committee members asking them to sign up for the December 
National Center for Children and Families (NCCF) event or the Village Hall 
Decorating event.  Monique Milhollin (Civics Committee lead for NCCF) followed up 
with a short description of the events.  More information and a sign up sheet will be 
provided by Monique and Elayne Bennett (Civics Committee lead for Village Hall 
Decorating) at the November business meeting. 
 
Conservation Committee 
Nancy Ridgway talked about the continuing goals of the Conservation Committee: 
1) Making every day EARTH DAY – utilizing useable cups and bottles for 
drinking.  Starbucks happily fills cups brought from the outside.  They sell theirs as 
well; 2) Shrub Tagging - under the wonderful guidance of Susan Dixon, we will 
continue to identify and tag each shrub at the Betty English Garden (almost 
complete), and start on the Brookville Road Garden (formerly the Dog Park).  Susan 
is waiting to hear from the Village re plans to assist us in this endeavor; 3) NAL 
Conference - Feb 23-26, 2020.  This is a wonderful gathering of Garden Club 
members from all over the country.  We meet with legislators on the Hill to discuss 
and learn about Conservation efforts, specifically what everyone is doing; if anyone 
is interested in attending please let Nancy or Polly Sturm know by email.  Bea Cope 
said she was interested in attending.  Lisa Sanders pointed out that the registration 
fee is reimbursable.  The opening date for registration can be found on the GCA 
website; 4) Invasive Species - continue our discussion on invasive and undesirable 
plants in our gardens, and the push towards more native plantings which help with 
water conservation, wildlife, and insects.  Nancy asked members to reconsider 
English ivy as it is an invasive species and consider instead planting pachysandra or 
liriope. 
 
Polly Sturm said October’s positive story was about maggots from a July 7, 2019, 
article in the Washington Post.  There is a pilot program at Louisiana State 
University which uses maggots to consume the food waste from one student dining 
hall.  The organic waste is turned into protein and there is no carbon emission.  
 
Floral Design 
Ellin Nolin said the newly formed Floral Design Committee got off to a strong start 
when she and Bea Cope attended the Zone V Floral Design 101 Workshop at the 
Irvine Nature Center in Owings Mills, Maryland.  The workshop provided Ellin and 
Bea with a great opportunity to meet Kathy Phillips, the Zone VI Floral Design 
Committee Design Representative and other Zone V and Zone VI GCA garden club 
members interested in floral design.  Ellin hopes the committee will offer a floral 
design workshop to GCCC members next year.  There will be all day 201, 301, and 
401 workshops offered by garden clubs around Baltimore through November. 
 



UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

With regard to the wording on the By Laws under Section IV - Meetings.  Item 1.  It 

now reads “The Club will conduct a minimum of seven (7) business meetings a 

year.” 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Garden Tour is scheduled for Sunday, May 3, 2020 beginning at 12 noon and 

ending at 4 pm.   We are looking for volunteers to chair or co-chair the tour.  Please 

let Molly know if you are interested. 

 

“An Evening with Margot Shaw” will be on Thursday, November 7th beginning at 

7:30 pm.  There will be a reception at Molly’s house to meet Margot and be able to 

purchase her book.  You should have received an email invitation via MailChimp 

yesterday morning.  Please let Molly know if you did not. 

 

The theme for the Philadelphia Flower Show is “Riviera Holiday” And Visiting 

Gardens will be organizing  an “early morning behind the scenes tour for those who 

would like to go.  The show runs February 29 - March 8 and we will be going 

sometime between March 1st and 6th as that is when early morning tours are 

offered.   More information is available on the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 

website. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

The Board has looked at all our committees and has clarified and defined our 

committee structure.  We will be explaining it all at our business meeting in 

November and will be updating the website as well.  It will simplify and clearly 

define the different types of committees in our club and should be very helpful to all 

members; but most especially to new members.  Next year we will be signing up for 

committees online and all committees will have a maximum number of members.  

So it is in your best interest to sign up for the committees you’d like to serve on as 

soon as they are offered in order to have a better chance of getting on that 

committee.  

 

The business meeting was adjourned at 11:50 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Twinkle Thompson 
Recording Secretary 
 
 



Membership Committee October 8th Report 
 

1. Susan met with Valerie and all membership materials have been posted on GCCC 

website.   

 
2. A New Member’s Orientation Session was conducted Tuesday, September 24th 

from 10:00-11:30 a.m. at the home of Molly Morris.  Executive Board 

representatives, Lotta Kramer and Valerie Grace attended as well as Michelle 

Dolge and Bea Cope and their sponsors.  Margaret Griffin and Susan Benninghoff 

did not attend.   

 
3. GCCC Members voted on the nomination of Margaret Griffin and Michelle Dolge 

at the September 17th meeting. They were unanimously voted in as new members 

and both have paid their dues.   

 

4. Molly followed up with Lisa Blue, a potential member, and confirmed that she 

will be attending the November GCCC meeting.  We anticipate that she will be 

nominated for membership late Fall-early Winter.   

 

5. Catheryn Clune will be presented to the GCCC membership at the October 

meeting.   

 
Membership Stats for October 
 
43 Active Members, not including Catheryn Clune 
25 Associate Members  
  
 
  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Susan Dixon, Chair 
Membership Committee  
 
 
 


