
GARDEN CLUB OF CHEVY CHASE 
MEETING MINUTES 
OCTOBER 9, 2018 

 
The meeting was called to order by Vice President 
Claudia Lanpher at the Village Hall at 9:15 a.m. 
 
WELCOME 
Claudia welcomed all members.  After roll call, minutes 
from the September meeting were approved. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Lisa Sanders reported that the Garden Club of Chevy 
Chase (GCCC) is financially solid and the Zone VI 
meeting delegates have been reimbursed for their 
registration. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Zone VI Meeting:  Melissa Pflieger and Molly Morris 
said everything was all set for the meeting and thanked 
everyone for their efforts.  Molly reminded everyone to 
return their aprons unless buying them and to wear 
black pants and solid color tee shirts. 
 
Communications:  Chris Leahy, committee chair, said 
the Communications Committee has been reorganized 
to better manage GCCC internal and external 
communications.  The NewsBud is internal 
communications which club members received around 



the first of the month.  Valerie should receive by the 20th 
of the month any information members want included 
in the NewsBud. 
 
Regarding emails:  
• Shoot an email to Chris Leahy first to prevent 

multiple emails being sent to GCCC members; 
• Put the list of members in blind copy so a response 

goes directly to sender. 
• Send any news about members (illnesses, injuries, 

etc.) to Marilyn to send out to the membership. 
 

Regarding communication to the GCA community at 
large, Ann Dudley, for example, writes articles regarding 
GCCC activities for local, Zone VI, and GCA websites. 
 
Civics:  Nancy Cholis reminded members of the Betty 
English Garden cleanup scheduled for October 16, 2018, 
at 9 a.m.  Please bring gardening tools. 
 
Conservation:  Chris Leahy said that the Conservation 
Committee would like the GCCC to commit to using 
environmentally friendly paper goods.  To that end, the 
Committee has purchased in bulk environmentally 
friendly napkins and cups which are located in the club 
closet on the right as you enter.  We are not going to use 
compostable products but those which are recyclable. 
 
The National Affairs and Legislation Program takes 
place in Washington D.C. on February 24-27th.  This is 



an exciting program that provides opportunities to 
meet with Members of Congress and gain their support 
for GCA policy positions. 
 
Ann Nichols noted that the planned 11st Street project 
tour date was rained out.  The next proposed one is 
October 22, 2-5 p.m. with Scott Kratz.  Please let Ann 
know if you are interested in participating.  As a 
reminder, Scott will be speaking at the Zone VI meeting 
as well as Tommy Wells. 
 
Julie Maner said that the winner of the conservation tip 
of the month is Polly Sturm who wrote about the 
consumption of water in one’s home and that we should 
be mindful of how much water we use and how much 
we could save. 
 
Flower Show:  Pat Stallings noted that members will 
visit Sally Chapoton’s home on Tuesday, November 13 
after the GCCC meeting.  If members cannot make that 
visit, there will be another opportunity on November 
14, from 9-11 a.m.  Members should select their place, 
write it down on the 3x5 card at the selected location, 
and let Claudia know.  It is suggested that you bring a 
tape measure and take photos of the selected location.  
Read the online schedule and take it with you to Sally’s. 
Above all, have fun.  If you are out of town on the above 
dates, please contact Sally to see if there is an 
alternative date since she is going to be out of town 
much of November. 



 
Program:  Angela Lancaster noted that the November 
Club joint program with the Perennial Garden Club will 
be a presentation by Greg Tepper and Barbara Tepper 
on the newly established Botanic Garden at Pepper 
Creek. 
 
The program today will be a demonstration by Sarah 
Von Pollaro, from Urban Petals Floral Design, of the 
methods for successful floral arrangements. 
 
Ginny Leachman is exploring the possibility of a GCCC 
tour of Bunny Mellon’s Gardens. 
 
Molly Morris noted there will be a workshop in April on 
creating herb and flower baskets. 
 
Horticulture:  Marion Ballard said the Hort committee 
put together succulent arrangements for the Zone VI 
meeting exchange.  Marion also announced there will be 
a November penstemon workshop conducted by 
someone from Los Alamos. 
 
Marion noted that we missed the annual Shirley 
Meneice Horticulture Conference held at Longwood 
Garden in September.  The 2019 conference will be held 
at the Denver Botanical Gardens on September 11-13. 
 
The deadline for the GCA Freeman Medal submission is 
November 30.  The GCA Plant of the Year strives to 



acknowledge the cultivation and use of underutilized 
North American native plants:  trees, shrubs, ground 
covers, vines, and perennials, that are deemed worthy 
to be preserved, propagated, promoted, and planted.  
Some time ago, Susan Kilborn won for the Princeton 
Elm.  Marion encourages members to think about a 
GCCC application. 
 
Visiting Gardens:  Molly Morris noted that GCA is 
planning fabulous trips which are on the GCA website.  
Molly encourages members to sign up on the interest 
list.  The following trips are on the interest lists:  
Austria-Bavaria, June 22-July 2, 2019; Maine in August 
2019; and, India in 2020. 
 
Village Hall Decoration:  Elayne Bennett said the 
Committee has come up with a silver and gold theme.  
Hydrangeas will be sprayed.  If any member has any 
hydrangeas, please clip them and Elayne will pick them 
up.  It was noted that you can clip and hang up the 
hydrangeas to preserve them.  Glycerin is a good 
preservative. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:12 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Twinkle Thompson 
Recording Secretary 
 


