
GARDEN CLUB OF CHEVY CHASE 

MEETING MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 12, 2019 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by President Molly Morris at the Village Hall in 

Chevy Chase at 9:35 a.m.  

 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

Twinkle Thompson introduced her guest, Leslie McKay and Nancy Ridgway 

introduced her guest, Anne Easby-Smith. 

 

CORRECTION AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES of previous meeting 

The October meeting minutes were approved. 

 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER – Lisa Sanders 

The GCCC financials continue to be healthy, total cash reserves are $59,814, of 

which $37,349 are unrestricted and $22,465 are restricted.  This is a decrease of 

$2315. 

  

Financially, we had a busy month: We collected $380 in dues from new members 

Margaret Griffin ($200) and  Catheryn Clune (pro-rated $180).  We funded a 

Bereavement Fund by transferring $1000 from 2018-2019 “Unspent Monies” and 

made 3 gifts of $100 each as follows: 

·National Veterans Legal Services Program in memory of John      

Harwood  

·Stone Ridge in memory of Thomas Cholis 

·Maine Seacoast Mission in memory of Bob Stillman. 

We paid for two Programs, $250 for the October Horticulture Program, and $400 

deposit for the 2020 May Program.  We had 4 members attend the Zone VI mini-

meeting @ $125/ticket, $250 of which was paid during this period (Clune and 

Nolan).  A deposit of $1660 was paid to Adrianna’s Catering for the Holiday party. 

A successful evening with Margot Shaw netted funds which will be provided soon. 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

Membership - Susan Dixon 

Barbara Freedman and Mary Wheeler read their letters of support for proposed 

member Jennifer Albrecht.  The club members present voted to approve her 

membership in the Garden Club of Chevy Chase (GCCC). 

 

Program - Julie Maner 

Julie gave an overview of today’s program which included a description of the 

mystery floral design competition.  Names of the six floral design contestants were 

selected in a blind drawing. 

 

Civics - Twinkle Thompson 

Twinkle thanked everyone who participated in the October cleanup of the Betty 

English Garden and indicated there may be a November cleanup.  She will send 

out an email on that. 

 

National Center for Children and Families (NCCF) - Susan Kilborn 

Susan Kilborn, on behalf of Monique Milhollin, explained GCCC’s December 10 

holiday decorating activities at the NCCF and circulated signup sheets for 

Christmas stockings and bed linen contributions for the residents of the National 

Center for Children and Families.  Susan also informed club members that Mary 

Denger graciously volunteered her garage for the drop off site for the 

stockings/linens on Sunday, December 8, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Please clearly 

label your contributions with your name.  Mary Wheeler passed large holiday bags 

for the bed linens. 

 

Village Hall Holiday Decorating – Elayne Bennett 

Elayne said the decoration preparation day will be Monday, December 9, and the 

decorating goes into full swing on Tuesday, December 10, after our meeting.  The 

theme is a Winter Wonderland with all white and silver materials.  The Village 

party will be on Wednesday, December 11.  Take down date to be determined. 

 

 

 

Conservation - Nancy Ridgway 

Nancy met with Susan Dixon for advice and suggestions regarding Conservation 

Committee activities.  Nancy had two items in particular to discuss:  1) she knew 

of an online site which would give club members 10 percent off the cost of a 

sustainable/reusable drinking bottle for hot/cold liquids on which our club logo 



could be placed.  If anyone was interested in such a purchase, please see Nancy;  2) 

conservation also takes place in the home with indoor plants such as ferns which 

filter the air.   

 

Polly Sturm provided good environmental news informing everyone that mussels 

are coming back in the Anacostia River.  Acting as filters, the mussels assist in 

cleaning and improving the river’s water quality. Polly also shared Holiday 

Conservation Tips about which it was suggested she contact Lisa Fruilla to get the 

tips posted on the Zone VI website. 

 

Lotta Kramer noted that pollution is also caused by gas leaf blowers, not to 

mention their noise.  The Energy and Conservation Committee of Chevy Chase 

Village met to discuss this issue.  Washington, D.C. has banned gas leaf blowers as 

of January 1, 2022.  Lotta suggested switching to electric or battery powered leaf 

blowers or a rake. 

 

Polly Sturm and Bea Cope have volunteered for the 2020 NAL Conference. 

 

Floral Design - Ellin Nolan 

Ellin said she is working on a potential floral design workshop for club members in 

March 2020.  She also said that Middleton Evans, noted wildlife photographer and 

meeting keynote speaker, and the presentation regarding Casey Trees at the Zone 

VI mini meeting were exceptional. Additional meeting reviews can be found in 

previous meeting minutes.  Ellin also provided Zone VI floral design news which 

are attached to the minutes. 

 

Horticulture - Marion Ballard 

Marion said she is working on a final schedule for the Horticulture portion of the 

Flower Show on April 14, 2020.  Also, Marion informed everyone that their 

previously ordered Breck bulbs have arrived and can be picked up at the end of the 

meeting. 

 

 

 

Photography - Valerie Grace 

Valerie encouraged everyone to get out and take photos for the Photography 

portion of the April 2020 Flower Show but asked that the photos not yet be 

mounted as she is working on new mounting techniques. 

 



Michelle Dolge offered to research different apps that the club might be able to 

take advantage of when sharing information.   

 

 

Visiting Gardens - Ginny Leachman 

Healdsburg and Japan - Registration will open shortly - still time to sign up for the 

interest list!   Memphis, Cotswolds and Amalfi Coast - Future trips! 

Ginny announced that she is working on a club trip to the Philadelphia Flower 

Show which is from February 29 to March 5.  This year’s theme is Riviera 

Holiday.  More information will be provided by Ginny. 

 

Christmas Party - Mary Denger 

Molly Morris, on behalf of Mary Denger, said the Holiday party will be held at 

Bea Cope’s home, on December 8, from 5-7 p.m.  The cost is $65 per person.  

Members should check their emails because the invitation has been sent to 

everyone. 

 

Melissa Pfleigger provided a summary and brief explanation on the new and 

improved committee structure which conforms with the national GCA guidelines.  

A copy of the committee structure is attached to the minutes.  Melissa also 

explained the new procedures for the Hospitality Committee. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Molly informed the members that, sadly, we will not be having a garden tour this 

coming year.  However, we will look forward to having one in May of 2021.   

 

Molly said “An Evening with Margot Shaw” on Thursday, November 7th was a 

great success.  We had over 50 ladies from Maryland, DC and Virginia come out 

on a rainy evening to enjoy Margot’s very personal story.   We also sold out of her 

book! Molly has a few tote bags left over from the event.  Some totes also include 

a copy of the latest issue “Flower” Magazine and another small gift.  If you would 

like one, please see Molly after the meeting. 

 

Molly read a letter from Corbin Harwood in apprection of GCCC’s donation to the 

National Veterans Legal Services Program in memory of John Harwood.  

 

A Horticulture Workshop will take place in lieu of our March 10th meeting.  This 

workshop will give the members all the information they will need to successfully 

enter the Hort show in April. 



 

The January program, a joint one with Perennial Garden Club, will be “Florists to 

th Field,” with Greg Campbell and Erick New, co-owners of Garden District in 

Memphis. 

 

NEW BUSINESS - 

 

National Capital Area Garden Clubs - Wreath for Strathmore. Need volunteer to 

create wreath and install on November 25th. 

 

Theme:  Victorian sparkle with emphasis on greens, silver and white 

embellishments.  Fresh greens, finished on both sides of the wreath.  Bows are 

provided. Suggested that clubs start with a purchased 16” wreath and then fill in 

both sides with greens as needed. 

 

Contact:   Bette Lewis, Chairman, blewismlk@aol.com; 240-381-3787 (cell) 301-

439-9453 (home) 

 

ADJOURNMENT OF BUSINESS MEETING 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:29 a.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Twinkle Thompson 

Recording Secretary 
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