
GARDEN CLUB OF CHEVY CHASE 
MEETING MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 13, 2018 
 

 
The meeting was called to order by Club President Marilyn Montgomery at the Village Hall at 9:20 a.m. 
 
WELCOME 
Marilyn welcomed all members, especially associate member, Lee Petty.  After roll call, minutes from the 
October meeting were approved. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Marilyn announced the death of Ellin Nolan’s mother and that a condolence note had been sent.   Marilyn 
asked for a vote on a letter, circulated prior to the meeting, supporting a DC City Council proposal to ban 
plastic straws. A vote was  then taken in  the affirmative to send a letter from the Garden Club of Chevy 
Chase (GCCC) supporting a ban on plastic straws and stirrers in the District of Columbia.  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Marilyn, on behalf of Lisa Sanders, reported that GCCC is financially solid. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Zone VI Meeting:  Melissa Pflieger and Molly Morris thanked the dinner hostesses and everyone for 
volunteering.  Meeting expenditures came under budget, allowing donations to the two river running 
companies who did not charge for taking meeting participants down the Anacostia River.   
 
Visiting Gardens:  Molly Morris noted that there is still room to participate on the GCA Bavaria-Austria 
trip. 
 
Garden Tour:  Molly Morris noted that the May 18, 2019, GCCC tour , that will include some young 
homeowners’ gardens this year,  will take place on the east side of the Village.  The Garden Tour 
Committee will be meeting in the next couple of weeks. 
 
Program:  Angela Lancaster said the December program is the holiday decorating of the Chevy Chase 
Village Hall and the National Center for Children and Families (NCCF) in Bethesda.  The January program 
is a joint one with the Perennial Garden Club featuring Gary Nebham, author of Food From the Radical 
Center: Healing Our Land and Communities.  The February program, a joint effort with the Civics 
Committee, takes place at the Chevy Chase House where club members participate with residents to 
arrange flowers and help celebrate Valentine’s Day.  We need 25-30 donated glass vases for this program. 
Perhaps members can bring their extra vases to the Dec. GCCC meeting. 
 
NCCF:  Jane Van Remoortere noted that the decorating of the NCCF takes place on Dec. 11, while the 
Village Hall is decorated.  She circulated a sign up sheet for donations of a stocking, filled with age-
appropriate toys and a $25 Target gift and/or a queen-sized blanket with 2 standard pillows.  One the 
front of the stocking, please pin an envelope with the $25 Target gift card inside, and on the outside your 
child’s name and age and YOUR name. Mary Wheeler distributed decorative plastic bags in which to put 



the blanket and pillows.  Mary Denger is accepting the gifts on dates which Jane will email club members. 
Please email Jane or Liz with any questions.  Even if you are away in Dec., we can fill a stocking for you 
and buy a gift card for you 
. 
Decorating of Village Hall:  Elayne Bennett announced that there will be fresh flowers for the first time 
in years.  There will be 22 stations.   It is notable that the Village Hall will be decorated the day before the 
Village Hall holiday party so the decorations will be fresh. 
 
Flower Show:  Pat Stallings thanked everyone and emphasized that this is a fun event.  Mimi McBride 
announced she is offering a workshop on flower show hints on Thursday, November 15, at 12 noon.  
Susan Kilborn reviewed the flower show procedures and schedule which are on the GCCC website and 
have been emailed to members on multiple occasions.  Susan also reviewed the flower arrangement 
selection procedures at Sally Chapoton’s home.  
 
Membership:  Mary Lou Kenary welcomed new members Lotta Kramer and Nancy Ridgway.  Mary Lou 
said there are no member candidates in the pipeline.  She thanked and complimented Susan Dixon on her 
precise and clear rewrite of the procedures for proposing new members and suggestions emphasizing 
proposers’ mentorship of new members.  The suggestions will be handed out at the December meeting.  It 
was added that the garden tour presents opportunities for interaction with potential candidates. 
 
Conservation:  Susan Dixon said the new date, rain or shine, for a tour of the large urban garden of the 
11th Street Project is Thursday, November 29 at 2:30 p.m.  Please let Julie Maner know if you are 
interested.  We will be carpooling – probably no more than two cars.  Susan also encouraged GCCC 
members to take the “Healthy Yard Pledge” which came out of the Zone VI meeting and can be found on 
the Garden Club of America website.  There are good suggestions on the website for better lawn care. 
Susan noted that the shrubs for the Betty English Garden and its buffer zone have been identified and 
tags have been ordered.  In addition, a delegate for the National Affairs and Legislation program has been 
identified and another potential delegate is in the works. 
 
Conservation Tip(s) of the Month:  Jane Van Remoortere had two conservation tips of the month.  The 
first was attaching a write up on the environmental impacts of plastic straws to a straw and give it to the 
person who gave you the plastic straw.  Jane distributed copies of the write up to club members.  The 
second one was a container you carry in your purse for carry out food, eliminating Styrofoam or paper, 
and placing the filled container in a recycled “sac.” 
 
Civics:  Nancy Cholis has postponed the Nov. clean-up at the Betty English Garden. Stay tuned. 
If you work at another time or day, please let Twinkle or Nancy know.   
 
Holiday Party:  Nancy Cholis reminded everyone to send their checks for $65 per person to Lisa Sanders 
or give it today to Marilyn.  Ann Thompson noted that several regrets had been received and that many 
have opened the invitation but had not rsvp’d.  Please respond and be specific about the number of 
member (and spouse) attending.  If you have trouble responding to the invitation, please let Ann know.  
 
Sally Chapoton thanked Marion Ballard for her gift of a musician to play the piano at the holiday party.  
Marion’s contribution to the Levine School of Music entitled her to two hours of music.   
Pat Stallings thanked Sally for her patience with the flower show commotion. 



 
Friends of Chevy Chase Circle (FCCC):  Marilyn, on behalf of Valerie Grace, noted that the GCCC 
investments and contributions to the Chevy Chase Circle are thriving.  Marilyn added that the FCCC is 
looking for a treasurer. 
 
Other Business:  Marilyn said we need to explore new projects for club participation.  The 11th Street 
Project will probably develop a proposal for us to review.   Marilyn also read an email she received from 
the PTA President of the Rosemary Hills Elementary School concerning a potential garden for the school.  
Twinkle Thompson, as co-chair of the Civics Committee, will be arranging for an exploratory site visit.  If 
you are interested in going, please let Twinkle know. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:17 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Twinkle Thompson 
Recording Secretary  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                       
 
 


