
Draft Minutes for May 8, 2018 Meeting  

Of the Garden Club of Chevy Chase 

At 

The Anacostia River Park 
 

Today the order of the meeting was reversed:  first we had the program and then the 

business meeting.   

 

Our program began at 9:30 AM on a beautiful sunny day by Anacostia Riverkeeper’s 

Trey Sherard and associate boarding two outboard motor boats with about 40 members of 

the Garden Club of Chevy Chase.     

 

We motored slowly on the Anacostia River where we saw the closed overflow tunnels 

that previously had dumped raw sewage in the river when the volume of storm water 

from surrounding communities grew to great to be contained.   

 

We learned that since an overflow tunnel under the river has been completed recently 

there is a 60% reduction in sewage reaching the river.  A second tunnel will be built 

within the next two years and that containment tunnel/facility will bring the reduction of 

sewage seepage to 98%.   

 

Osprey and eagles have begun to nest by the river.  Wetland plants have begun to replace 

the silt build-up.  Successful stands of rice are flourishing.   

 

After the boat trip, members gathered in the grass for the business of electing a new 

member, Ellin Nolan and voting on option 1 of the By-Law changes.  It was announced 

places remain for the trip sponsored by the Sulgrave Club to Walnut Hill Garden on May 

22; Georgetown Garden Club House Tour will be on May 12.   

 

Lisa Sanders reported that dues of $175.00 will be due soon.  Our bank note has matured 

and she is searching for another with a good interest rate. 

 

Valerie Grace announced the Novice Class in the Photograph Show, A River Runs 

Through It, is wide open.  She encouraged each novice member to try to submit a 

photograph. 

 

Marilyn Montgomery thanked the hostesses for their fruit, nuts and cookies set out within 

sight of the river near a huge shade tree tree.  

 

Vaughn Perry, the Equitable Development Manager of the 11th Street Bridge Park spoke.  

He showed photographs of what the park would contain.  In introducing Vaughn, Corbin 

Harwood spoke of this plan as Washington’s answer to New York City’s “High Line”.   

 



He said that the project was a community driven project and there had been over 200 

meetings with the community to gauge their interest, then the winning 

landscape/architecture firm included these ideas in their plans.  The goal is to repurpose 

the vehicular bridge into a place where the communities on both sides of the river can 

come together and people can stay and thrive there.  Small businesses and housing are 

keys to that success. 

 

Phase 1 of the project is completed.  The piers of the former bridge are the most 

expensive part of the project and they passed muster so are being kept. The gardens, Café 

on the bridge, and Anacostia Watershed Society Environment Education Center are yet to 

be built.  The architectural firm of Ohlan & Owens from Philadelphia has been hired.  

There is focus on giving residents from the community skills that will lead to people 

being hired locally.  The aim is for construction to start in 2020.   

 

The District of Columbia has raised $11.5 million so long as the communities produce 

half of it.  The total cost of this project is projected to be between $55 million and $110 

million. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Susan Kilborn for Monique Milhollin, Secretary  

 

 


