
GARDEN CLUB OF CHEVY CHASE 
MEETING MINUTES 

March 12, 2019 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Marilyn Montgomery at the Village 
Hall in Chevy Chase at 9:05 a.m. 
 
Welcome 
Marilyn welcomed all members, and Molly Morris introduced her 3 guests: Bea 
Cope, Martha Webb and Susan Benninghoff.  After roll call, Minutes from the 
February meeting were approved; any comments should be provided to Twinkle. 
 
Announcements  
The March 19 annual awards meeting of the National Capital Area Garden Clubs will 
take place at the National Arboretum and offers a showing of the film “Five Seasons: 
The Gardens of Piet Oudolf.”  Polly Sturm will represent the Garden Club of Chevy 
Chase (GCCC) and publicize the upcoming May 18 GCCC Garden Tour.  Marilyn also 
thanked the hostesses and program and civics committee members for the February 
program at Chevy Chase House. 
 
Bean Granger mentioned that the 2019 Environmental Film Festival will take place 
March 14-24, with many of the films being shown at the National Geographic Society 
downtown. 
 
Chris Leahy noted that a documentary on landscape architect Beatrix Farrand will 
be shown at the National Museum of Women in the Arts on March 23.  Chris will 
send an email to everyone with additional information. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Lisa Sanders said there had been only 1 expenditure of less than $80.  She has 
received $1000 for 2 sponsorships of the upcoming garden tour.  Marilyn added that 
she would be meeting with committee chairs and/or vice chairs regarding budget 
needs for the next cycle. 
 
Nominating Committee 
Claudia announced the next year’s nominating slate of: Molly Morris, President; Lisa 
Sanders, Treasurer; and, Barbara Freedman, Administrator (Corresponding 
secretary).   
 
Program Committee 
Angela reminded everyone that today’s program will be on container gardening.  
She also reminded everyone that she and Julie Maner are hosting a meeting of 
committee chairs and vice chairs to discuss future program ideas on March 13 at 10 
a.m. at Angela’s house 



 
 
Civics Committee 
Nancy Cholis noted that a Betty English Garden (BEG)clean-up is scheduled for 
Tuesday, March 19 at 9 a.m.  If you come at a different time, please let Nancy or 
Twinkle know. 
 
Conservation Committee 
Julie Maner distributed copies of the survey she handed out on February 12.  She 
had not received completed surveys from members and asked that we complete and 
turn in the survey to her by the end of the meeting. 
 
Susan Dixon noted that the tagging of shrubs will be completed for the BEG in April. 
 
Julie Maner and Nancy Ridgway provided highlights of the NAL which was well 
attended.  The theme of the conference this year was climate change.   
 
Horticulture Committee 
Marion Ballard said the February 28 Tea and Seed event was very successful.  Only 
native seeds were used.  The hint of the month is “plant pollinator seeds inside.”  
The Shirley Meneice Horticulture Conference is being held at the Denver Botanical 
Garden in September 2019.  Members should consider attending.  Marion suggested 
that maybe GCCC could pay for the registration.  Also we should consider submitting 
a nomination for the Freeman Medal; nominations are accepted between March 1 
and December 1.  The 2019 winner is Aristolchia macrophylla (Dutchman’s Pipe); 
honorable mentions are Gymnocladus dioicus (Kentucky coffeetree) and Viburnum 
rufidulum (Rusty Blackhaw, Southern Blackhaw). 
 
Bean Granger encouraged membership in the American Horticultural Society.  Mimi 
McBride is part of an artist group that  will have a  show, beginning April 3 at the 
Society’s headquarters in Alexandria. 
 
Membership Committee 
Marilyn Montgomery, for Mary Lou Kenary, said that Mary Lou was planning a 
“meet and greet” event for prospective members in April. 
 
Garden Tour Report 
Ginny Leachman and Molly Morris thanked the following:  the public relations team, 
especially for the Village Life story; Elizabeth MacAdam for the tour image; and Pam 
Perkins and Melissa Pflieger for putting the boutique together.  The boutique will 
feature jewelry and garden accessories.  Susan Dixon did an excellent job on the 
article in Chevy Chase Village Life which will reach over 1000 families.  After the 
garden tour, there will be monthly articles on each garden in the tour.  Valerie Grace 
will be sending everyone a flyer for the garden tour which can be printed or 
forwarded via email.   It is encouraged that each club member buy 3 tickets at $30 a 
piece.  Members can sell the tickets or use them however they deem appropriate. 



The ticket price increases to $40 a piece on the day of the tour.  Tickets can be 
bought online via gardenclubofchevychase.org 
Molly announced that there will be workshops on April 29, 30, and May 1, at her 
house from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day. Members will learn how to make baskets of 
herbs and annuals to be sold later for the garden tour.  Help from the membership 
would be appreciated. 
 
Founders Fund  
Chris Leahy, on behalf of Mary Wheeler, described three Founders Fund finalists and 
briefly described their projects:  1) Abrams Creek Wetlands Preserve: Restoring a 
Calcareous Muck Fen, proposed by Winchester-Clarke Garden Club (VI) and 
seconded by Fauquier and Loudoun Garden Club (VI); 2) Flora and Fauna:  The Jane 
Colden Native Woodland Garden with Animal Habitats, proposed by The Garden 
Club of Orange and Duchess Counties (III) and seconded by Ulster Garden Club (III); 
and, 3) Sniff and Savor Garden at Pittsburgh Botanic Garden:  Enriching Community 
and Revitalizing Landscape, proposed by Garden Club of Allegheny County (V) and 
seconded by Carrie T. Watson Garden Club (V).   
 
A vote was taken, and our club selected Finalist #3 Sniff and Savor Garden at 
Pittsburgh Botanic Garden:  Enriching Community and Revitalizing Landscape, 
proposed by Garden Club of Allegheny County (V) and seconded by Carrie T. Watson 
Garden Club (V).   
 
New Projects Update 
Julie Maner and Twinkle Thompson reported no new updates on the 11th Street 
Bridge Project and the Rosemary Hills School Butterfly Garden.   
 
New Business 
 
Valerie Grace said there would be testing of the exterior lighting at the Chevy Chase 
Circle. 
 
Ann Thompson said the Compass coffee served today is from the new Compass 
store in Spring Valley; her son is the District Manager, with jurisdiction over the 
store. 
 
Polly Sturm said she attended the Philadelphia Flower Show, and thought the 
Woodstock theme was fabulous. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Twinkle Thompson 
Recording Secretary 


