
GARDEN CLUB OF CHEVY CHASE 
MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 4, 2019 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Marilyn 
Montgomery in the Village Hall in Chevy Chase at 10:15 a.m. 
 
WELCOME 
Marilyn welcomed all members, noted the presence of new 
member, Susan Benninghoff, and introduced Margaret Griffin, a 
guest of Lotta Kramer.  After roll call, minutes for the May 
meeting were approved.  Marilyn thanked the Board members 
and committee chairs for their support over the last two years. 
 
Marilyn said the Garden Club of America (GCA) (2019-2024) 
Strategic Plan, approved by the GCA Executive Board in March, 
has five key areas of strategic focus:  Governance and 
Leadership; Club Services and Meetings; Financial Security; 

Communications; and Vitality.  There will be a new schedule for 

annual and zone meetings.  Marilyn encouraged everyone to visit 

the GCA website to review the plan.   

 

The Photography/Horticulture Club Show will be held on Tuesday, 

April 14, 2020, at the Village Hall. 

 

GARDEN TOUR REPORT 

Ginny Leachman thanked Molly Morris and Marilyn for all of their 

tremendous effort and support to make the tour such a success.  All 

walks of community life were involved.  The GCCC had an online 

presence, thanks to Valerie Grace.  The marketing and graphics 

were great.  Treats were offered.  Our liaison with the Chevy 

Chase Historical Society has been strengthened.  The tour and our 

efforts were showcased in Chevy Chase Village Life.  Tricia Saul 

and all the owners of featured gardens were enthusiastic and 



happy.  We did well financially – over $16,000 and counting – up 

23 percent from the last tour.  Best of all, we all had fun.  The 

signage will be reused.  We just need to get gardens and volunteers 

for the 2020 tour.  Over the summer, we will develop a 

recommendation, regarding the distribution of the proceeds. 

 

GCA Annual Meeting Report 

Elayne Bennett, who attended the annual meeting, appreciated the 

opportunity to attend.  The flower design show was especially 

noteworthy with an “Out of the Ice” theme.  The speakers, 

especially David Rockefeller, were outstanding. 

 

Marilyn said she especially enjoyed the Presidents’ Roundtable, 

which discussed the development of a path to leadership.  Douglas 

Brinkley, the keynote speaker on Sunday, talked about the 

importance of GCA.  Marilyn highlighted the honorees at Sunday’s 

dinner, such as Dr. Paul Alan Cox, Dr. Cary Fowler, and Laura 

Haley.  It was all very inspirational. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Lisa Sanders that we have $16,000 and still counting from the 

garden tour. We have paid $205 for PayPal, and $205.50 for 

Squareup. 

 

ANNUAL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Attached are copies of annual reports from the chairs of: 

Photography; Horticulture; Program; Communications; and, 

Garden History and Design as presented at the meeting. 

 

Conservation:  Susan Dixon noted the project of the tagging of 

shrubs in the Village, which provided publicity for GCCC; Chevy 

Chase Village Life will continue to do articles over the next three 

years.  The committee also procured environmentally- friendly 

products for refreshments at our meetings.  Marilyn thanked Susan 

for her membership mentoring efforts. 



 

Zone VI Meeting:  Melissa Pflieger noted that meeting costs were 

kept low, enabling GCCC to support other projects. 

 

Flower Show: Pat Stallings thanked Sally Chapoton for donating 

her beautiful home for the flower show and holiday party.  There 

were 30 arrangements, and the committee worked for six months 

on the show.  Pat thanked Valerie for her great assistance 

publicizing the show and its guidelines on the NewsBud, and 

Susan Kilborn and Mimi McBride for their support in making the 

event happen. 

 

Membership: Mary Lou Kenary thanked Susan Dixon for writing 

the new guidelines.  The Club has 42 members plus 2 new 

members totaling 44; however, two members now have associate 

status, so our active members total 42.  Mary Lou noted the 

success of the spring event at Marilyn’s, and the orientation 

session at her home. 

 

Civics: Twinkle Thompson thanked everyone for coming out to 

help with the Betty English Garden and hopes the numbers will 

increase next year.  Twinkle noted that Civics partnered with the 

Program Committee for the Chevy Chase House event in February. 

 

Chris Leahy, for Jane Van Remoortere, presented the following 

GCCC awards: 

 

Club Appreciation: Melissa Pflieger and Molly Morris for Zone VI 

meeting 

Club Conservation Award: Susan Dixon 

Recognition for Years of Service: 

 40 years – Alicia Ravenel 

 35 years – Mary Denger 

 30 years – Lindy Dickson 

 30 years – Ann Thompson 



 25 years – Claudia Lanpher 

 25 years – Ann Dudley 

 

Good Egg Award: Ann Dudley 

 

Marilyn read aloud a letter she received from Marjie Calvert, GCA 

Visiting Gardens Trip Coordinator, DC in Bloom, commending 

Molly Morris for her exceptional and gracious hospitality in 

facilitating a “Visiting Gardens trip.” Ms. Calvert enclosed a 

donation on behalf of the DC Travelers Society and the Visiting 

Gardens Committee. 

 

Molly presented Marilyn with an engraved vase on behalf of the 

GCCC, thanking Marilyn for her service as club president. 

 

Molly was then officially installed as the GCCC president.  Molly 

noted that there were hostess and committee sign- up sheets in the 

back of the room.  She reminded everyone of the following events: 

 

September 8 – Gunston Hall with Chip Calloway 

September 25 – Floral Design Workshop 

October 22 – mini - Zone VI meeting in Baltimore, which will be 

of special interest to Club Treasurers and provide a good 

orientation opportunity for new members. 

November 7 –An evening event with speaker, at Molly’s house. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Twinkle Thompson, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

  


